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In keeping with the proposed order of business, the Working Group considered the following items:
1. Report on preparations for the Initial Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, to be held at OAS headquarters
Under that item, the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, reported the following:
· Representatives of the member states of the Organization and of the indigenous peoples had received ample notice of the meeting. Likewise, they had received an electronic version of the draft agenda for the event (GT/DADIN/doc.144/03).
· Regarding the meeting date originally agreed to by the Working Group (October 15-17), the Chair reported that various representatives of the indigenous peoples had asked him to postpone the meeting.  He therefore proposed a new date to the Working Group, November 10-12, which was adopted ad referendum, pending consultations by some delegations with their capitals to seek approval of the new dates proposed.
· The Chair introduced the document entitled “Proposals on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.146/03), which compiled the written proposals presented from 1999 to February 2003.  It was prepared by the Department of International Law, which the Chair congratulated for its outstanding work.  

· The Secretariat for the Summit Process reported that it had received 26 requests from indigenous leaders or experts from Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Panama, Peru, and Saint Lucia to participate in the Initial Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, and nine requests from representatives of indigenous peoples who had expressed their intention to participate in the meeting using their own resources.  Since, in some cases, more than one application had been received from leaders or experts in a country, the Chair reported that he would send each of them a letter indicating that they themselves could designate a single leader or expert.  Should they be unable to agree, the Selection Board of the Specific Fund would make the corresponding selection. That procedure had been established for selecting an indigenous leader or expert whose participation costs would be covered by the Specific Fund. Likewise, the Chair recalled that the meeting was open to other indigenous representatives who were able to pay for their own participation expenses.
2. Initial Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus (GT/DADIN/doc.144/03)
The Working Group adopted the agenda for that meeting, which appears at the end of the present summary and would be classified as document GT/DADIN/doc.144/03 rev. 1.  That meeting would discuss Sections I, II, III, and IV of the Draft Declaration.
3. Presentations on the topics of Sections II and III of the Consolidated Text of the Draft Declaration, prepared by the Working Group Chair (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03)
Dr. Isabel Madariaga, Specialist of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and Dr. Osvaldo Kreimer, Special Adviser to the Secretary General, introduced Section II: Human Rights, and Section III: Cultural Identity, respectively, focusing on the comparison between the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, presented in 1997 by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.2878/97 corr.1), and the Consolidated Text of the Draft Declaration, prepared by the Chair of the Working Group (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03).  Because time was short, the presentation of Section IV, by Dr. Luis Toro of the OAS Department of International Law, would be made at a future Working Group meeting. 

4. Other business
· The delegation of Guatemala advised the Working Group of the national consultations that would take place in that country, with the participation of representatives of approximately 200 indigenous peoples. The consultations would take place on October 14 and 15, 2003, on the basis of the Consolidated Text of the Draft Declaration, prepared by the Chair of the Working Group (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03).
· The Chair thanked the staff of the Permanent Council Secretariat for its work.  It had been involved in the redesign and updating of the Working Group’s Web page, which would afford all those interested in the preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples easier and more direct access.  To visit the Web page, go to: http://www.oas.org/consejo/CAJP/Indigenous.asp. 
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AGENDA
Monday, November 10
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Registration of participants
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

OPENING SESSION
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

FIRST WORK SESSION:

Section One: 

Scope of Application
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

SECOND WORK SESSION: 

Section Two: 
Human Rights
Tuesday, November 11
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

THIRD WORK SESSION:

Section Three:
Cultural Identity
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

FOURTH WORK SESSION: 

Section Three:
Cultural Identity
Wednesday, November 12
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

FIFTH WORK SESSION:

Section Four:
Organizational and 
Political Rights
2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

SIXTH WORK SESSION:

Section Four:
Organizational and 
Political Rights
5:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

CLOSING SESSION
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