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Summary of the meeting of September 15, 2003

The Committee on Hemispheric Security held its third meeting for the 2003-2004 term on September 15, 2003.  It was chaired by Ambassador Luis Enrique Chase Plate, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS.
/
The Committee met from 11:00 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. and considered the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-600/03.

1. Election of the chair of the Working Group to Finalize the Study and Recommendations on the Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues

Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile, nominated Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States, for election as chair of this working group.  The nomination was seconded by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador.  Ambassador Maisto was elected by acclamation. 

2. Consideration of the proposed work plan of the Committee for the 2003-2004 term

The Committee considered the proposed work plan presented by the Chair, document CP/CSH-596/03.  The following delegations presented observations and proposed amendments: Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, and Uruguay.

The proposed work plan, with the requested amendments, was approved.
/
3.
Other business
a. Date of the meeting of the Working Group to Finalize the Study and Recommendations on the Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues

The delegation of Venezuela noted that the meeting of this working group scheduled for September 25, 2003, would coincide with a conference of the Inter-American Defense Board on hemispheric security topics.  The delegation, given its interest in attending the conference, requested that the working group meeting be held on another date.  That request was seconded by the delegations of Barbados and Nicaragua.

After explanations were given by the delegation of the United States, the date of the working group meeting was not changed. 

b. Special Conference on Security

The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Special Conference on Security, Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, gave an oral progress report on the work of that group; he spoke in particular on the publication of version 5 of the Draft Declaration of the Conference (CP/CSH-558/03 rev. 5), explaining the status of each section.  In addition, he recalled that the Committee on Hemispheric Security had decided that the Conference would be held at the ministerial level.  He reported that the eighth preparatory meeting would be held from September 29 to October 1, 2003.  He placed on record his appreciation of the Committee Secretary for her efficient and professional support to the Chair. 

The delegations of Argentina, Chile, and Peru spoke on the topic and expressed their agreement as to the level of representation of the member states at the Conference.  The delegation of the United States indicated that its government’s level of participation would be determined once the Conference schedule became available.  

At the request of the delegation of Argentina, it was decided that a revised version of the notice of convocation should be published, indicating the new date of the Conference.

The Committee was reminded of the decisions of the Permanent Council on the adoption of the agenda and order of precedence of the member state delegations at the Conference.
/
The Chair of the Working Group gave an overview of the Conference schedule and indicated that it would be circulated in writing to the delegates for their consideration at the next preparatory meeting.
Ambassador Horacio Serpa Uribe, Permanent Representative of Colombia, reported that his government would propose that the Conference consider the topic of hemispheric solidarity with Colombia in the trying circumstances it is facing.
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�.	Elected by the Permanent Council at its meeting of August 13, 2003.


�.	2003-2004 Work Plan, document CP/CSH-596/03 rev. 1. 


�.	The Permanent Council adopted these decisions, among others, at its regular meeting of April 3, 2003.  See summary of that meeting, document CP/SA.1362/03.





