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Summary of the meeting of October 17, 2003


The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, who made a brief introduction on the Committee’s objectives.  The items on the order of business (CP/CISC-76/03) were discussed in the following order:

1.
Election of the Vice Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

On a proposal by the delegation of Uruguay, seconded by the delegation of Panama, Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, was elected Vice Chair by acclamation.

2.
Presentation of the CISC Work Plan (CP/CISC-61/03)

The Chair placed before the meeting for consideration document CP/CISC-61/03, “Work Plan of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”  He said that the Work Plan would serve as a general framework for the Committee’s work during the 2003-2004 period, on the understanding that it was a flexible document, which could be subject to modifications.


Comments were made by the delegations of Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and Venezuela, after which the Committee decided to adopt the Work Plan as amended.

3.
Report on the outcome of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere (Mexico, September 24-26, 2003) 

The Executive Coordinator of the UPD presented a brief report on the outcome of the meeting. The Committee welcomed the report and thanked her for presenting it.

4. Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), presented by the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) (Quebec City, August 11-13, 2003)

The Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education made a brief presentation on the outcome of the meeting. The Committee decided to welcome the report and to thank her for presenting it.
5.
Presentation by the Secretariat for the Summit Process on the use of the Web page 

The Secretariat for the Summit Process made the presentation to provide additional information on the use of that tool. 

6. Consideration of applications received from civil society organizations

The Committee decided to recommend that the Permanent Council accept the applications of the following 11 civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities and that it proceed to enter them on the OAS register of CSOs:

· SOS Children’s Villages (CP/CISC-62/03)
· America's Development Foundation (CP/CISC-63/03)

· American Indian Law Alliance (CP/CISC-72/03)

· Casa Alianza  [Covenant House Latin America](CP/CISC-71/03)
· CODESPA  (CP/CISC-64/03)
· Colombian Confederation of Nongovernmental Organizations (CP/CISC-66/03)

· Fundación Manantiales  (CP/CISC-67/03)
· Poder Ciudadano  (Citizen Power) (CP/CISC-70/03)
· Sin Fronteras I.A.P. (Without Borders)  (CP/CISC-68/03)
· Red Iberoamericana de ONG que Trabajan en Drogodependencia (Ibero-American Network of NGOs Working in the Area of Drug Dependency) (RIOD) (CP/CISC-74/03)

· The Mentor Foundation (CP/CISC-69/03)


In response to a request by the Permanent Representative of Venezuela, the Committee decided to postpone consideration of the application submitted by the Andean Commission of Jurists until a future meeting (CP/CISC-65/03). In that connection, the Chair underscored that it was important for the criteria used by the Committee to examine those applications to be in strict compliance with the objective parameters established in the rules of the Organization, in particular those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03).

7.
Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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