- 2 -



PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CSH-607/03




23 October 2003


COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Spanish

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY,
AMBASSADOR LUIS ENRIQUE CHASE PLATE, TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

ON THE SPECIAL CONFERENCE ON SECURITY

(Presented at the meeting of the Permanent Council of October 22, 2003)

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY,
AMBASSADOR LUIS ENRIQUE CHASE PLATE, TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
ON THE SPECIAL CONFERENCE ON SECURITY
Wednesday, October 22, 2003

It is my pleasure to present to the Permanent Council the report on preparations for the Special Conference on Security, organized by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and its Working Group in charge of those preparations.

I have had the honor, on previous occasions, to address the Permanent Council, on the same subject.  Nevertheless, it is especially gratifying to do so today, given the magnificent work that has been done, culminating in the successful conclusion of the tasks entrusted to the Committee with regard to preparations for the Special Conference on Security.  That preparatory work has been completed, including, and above all, negotiation of the Draft Declaration of the Conference to be adopted by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation in Mexico on October 28.

The Committee has been working on this for almost a year and a half, pursuant to mandates of the General Assembly and this Permanent Council.  It has involved intense, strenuous work, but work that was invaluable from the point of view of the rich exchange of experiences, knowledge, and opinions that accompanied it on subjects of enormous importance for our states and for the Americas as a whole.  The most outstanding outcome is that, despite the diversity of outlooks and interests of governments, consensus was reached on a series of principles, approaches, and measures related to hemispheric security.  An agreement was forged based on the multidimensional concept of security established in the Declaration of Bridgetown.

Today, the Committee approved three documents drawn up by the Working Group in charge of preparing the Conference:  the Draft Declaration, the Draft Schedule, and the text of the Final Act. The last of these will be signed by the Ministers and Heads of Delegation at the closing session of the Conference, placing on record the adoption of the Declaration entitled “Declaration on Security in the Americas.”  On behalf of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, I submit these three documents, with the recommendation that they be approved and forwarded, together with the Draft Agenda and Draft Rules of Procedure, to the Conference for consideration and adoption.

Before I conclude, allow me to underscore the spirit of compromise that characterized the deliberations on all the drafts to be considered by the Conference.

May I also underscore the brilliance with which the meetings of the Working Group were chaired by Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, and express our admiration for his devotion and commitment to this particularly important item on the hemispheric agenda.

On behalf of the Committee I would also like to acknowledge the efficient and professional support provided by the General Secretariat to the Committee and to the Working Group during these preparations, and in particular to thank the Secretariat of the Permanent Council and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.  Special mention should be made of the Secretary of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ms. Gillian Bristol, and all the staff members who collaborated closely and effectively with these endeavors.

Thank you very much.
Luis Enrique Chase Plate
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Paraguay
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
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