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The Selection Board of the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples met on two occasions (October 24 and 28, 2003) to review and approve the list of indigenous representatives and leaders who are beneficiaries of that Fund and who will take part in the Initial Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the above-mentioned Working Group.  That Meeting will be held from November 10-12, 2003, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) in Washington, D. C.
The Selection Board of the Fund, consisting of Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group; Mr. Juan León, Alternate Ambassador of Guatemala to the OAS; Mr. Héctor Huertas, the Central American representative; Mr. Marcial Colín, the South American representative; and Mr. Rolland Pangowish, the North American representative, adopted its decisions in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 817 of the Permanent Council of the OAS, which established the aforementioned Specific Fund. 
Thus, the Board selected the following indigenous representatives based on candidacies at the national level:

1. Argentina: Eduardo Nieva
2. Belize: Filiberto Penados
3. Bolivia: Alejandro Chipana
4. Brazil: Azelene Inácio-Kaingang
5. Canada: Beverly Jacobs
6. Chile: Aucán Huilcaman
7. Colombia: José Soria
8. Costa Rica: José Carlos Morales
9. Ecuador: Raúl Ilaquiche
10. United States: Gilbert Petuuche
11. Guatemala: Elsa Beatriz Son
12. Guyana: Kid James
13. Honduras: Gregoria Flores
14. Mexico: Adelfo Regino Montes
15. Nicaragua:  Pending
16. Panama: Marcial Arias
17. Paraguay: Pending
18. Peru: Haroldo Salazar
19. Saint Lucia: Deanne Deterville
20. Suriname: Josien Aloema - Tokoe
21. Venezuela: Jesús Jiménez Monagas
The Fund will also cover the participation costs of the indigenous members of the Selection Board.

In addition, the Specific Fund will defray the costs of organizing the Indigenous Caucus to be held on November 8-9, 2003.
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