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Summary of the meeting of Wednesday, October 22, 2003


The fourth meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, convened for consideration of the items listed on the order of business, document CP/CSH-605/03, was declared open at 10:00 a.m. by Ambassador Luis Enrique Chase Plate, Chair of the Committee.


Report of the Working Group to Prepare for the Special Conference on Security

The Chair of the Working Group reported on the conclusion of the preparatory work for the Special Conference on Security and presented three approved documents: the Draft Declaration of the Conference (CP/CSH-558/03 rev. 8), the Draft Calendar (CSH/GT/CES-6/03 rev. 1), and the Final Report.  In his remarks, the Chair noted that the Group had held nine formal meetings and had reviewed the Draft Declaration to ensure that the four languages were consistent in format and style. He emphasized that a consensus had been reached on the document.


The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela spoke on the text.  The United States delegation entered a reservation to paragraph 41 of the Draft Declaration.  It was decided that this reservation, along with one entered earlier by the same delegation concerning paragraph 20, would be included at the end of the document.  It was also decided that the document would be entitled “Declaration on Security in the Americas”.
/ 

The Draft Calendar and the Final Report were approved without changes.


The Committee decided to submit these three documents to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that they be transmitted to the Conference for consideration and adoption, together with the Draft Agenda and Draft Rules of Procedure, which had been approved by the Council earlier, on April 22, 2003.


The meeting concluded at 11:15 a.m.
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�.	The text approved by the Committee is provided in document CP/CSH-558/03 rev. 9.





