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I.
Reports of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment on their work in the field of human rights and the environment [AG/RES. 1926 (XXXIII-O/03)]
1.
Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the IACHR, reaffirmed the importance of a healthy environment for the exercise of human rights and the risks to people’s lives entailed in the alteration or destruction of the environment.
He also underscored the interest and concern felt by member states in this area and acknowledged the efforts made by several member states to incorporate into domestic legislation the obligations acquired under international agreements with respect to protection of the environment.

Dr. Cantón said that, in the course of its work to protect human rights, the IACHR had come across situations involving environmental issues in which consideration is given to the right of individuals to access information, participation in public affairs, judicial protection and guarantees, and the use and enjoyment of property rights.

He mentioned, too, that the IACHR had processed and, in some cases, made recommendations regarding complaints about human rights violations directly or indirectly related to environmental issues.

Furthermore, he pointed out that the link between protection of human rights and the environment had become apparent in the work of the IACHR during its on-site visits and related country reports.

Dr. Cantón’s presentation can be found in document (CP/CAJP-2102/03).

2.
Mr. Scott Vaughan, Director of the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, said that research was being done into the possible link between human rights and the environment:
a.
from the perspective of the human right to a healthy environment and

b.
from the perspective of the procedural right to access to information, participation in environmental decisions and development, and access to justice.

He also told delegations about the drawing up of a work plan designed to maintain a dialogue on this subject among member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, other multilateral organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, and the private sector.  Mr. Vaughan’s presentation can be found in document (CP/CAJP-2102/03).

3.
Speaking on behalf of the civil society organizations registered with the OAS, Mr. Víctor Ricco, Legal Advisor to the Center for Human Rights and the Environment (CEDHA), said that there was an undeniable link between human rights and the environment and proceeded to give a presentation entitled “The State of the Environment and Human Rights in the Americas.”  The presentation outlined his main concerns with respect to environmental degradation in areas inhabited by certain minority groups and similar problems in cities in the Hemisphere.  In his view, that degradation represented a risk to the lives of citizens, involving violations of human rights.

Mr. Ricco also commented on the work being done in this field at the OAS and made some recommendations regarding future work.

His presentation can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.1/03.

Once the guest speakers had concluded their presentations, the delegations made the following comments:

Some delegations reminded the CAJP that the existence of a link between human rights and the environment had not been established within the Organization and that this should be placed on record.  They added that, while they acknowledged the importance for everyone of a healthy environment, in the majority of countries in the Hemisphere there were risks that require priority attention by the government since they pose a threat to the survival of many people living in extreme poverty (health, nutrition, housing, etc.).

For other delegations, there was an immediate link between human rights and the environment, as shown by the fact that the right to a healthy environment had been built into the Constitutions of their countries.  They also paid tribute to the role played by civil society in this field, evidenced by the participation of the Center for Human Rights and the Environment (CEDHA) in the discussions on this topic in the CAJP over the past three years.

Several delegations mentioned that the environment is not a human right as such, but they insisted on a link between a healthy environment and protection of the life and integrity of human beings.

Finally, some delegations reminded the CAJP of the importance of having representatives of member states from all regions in the Hemisphere participate in the debate, so that they could share their concerns with the guest speakers, bearing in mind that those concerns were of varying degrees of priority, depending on the location and size of each member state.
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