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I.
Background

In fulfillment of the mandate issued in operative paragraph 5.a of resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), since the conclusion of the most recent regular session of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council has been working, in collaboration with the General Secretariat (Unit for Social Development and Education and Unit for the Promotion of Democracy) to prepare for a special meeting on the topic “Promotion of Democratic Culture through Education.”


The General Secretariat presented a proposed agenda (CP/doc.3782/03), which was considered at the Permanent Council meeting of October 14, 2003.  On the basis of observations and recommendations made by the delegations at that meeting, the two Units presented a revised version of the proposal for consideration by the Permanent Council (CP/doc.3782/03 rev. 1). 


At the Permanent Council meeting of November 19, the delegations made comments on the proposal revised by the General Secretariat and decided to entrust the Permanent Representative of Panama, Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, with chairing a Permanent Council working group that would complete the preparations for the requested special meeting.


To that end, Ambassador Castulovich convened a meeting of the Working Group, which was held on November 26, 2003. 

II.
Summary of the informal meeting of November 26, 2003
At the beginning of the meeting, the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, offered a general proposal for preparing the agenda for the special meeting, in keeping with the concerns of the member states and the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03):

1.
Purpose of the special meeting: To study how the various sectors responsible for promoting a democratic culture have used education resources for that purpose and to identify means of improvement.

· Work of the education sector: school curriculum content
· Work of the political parties
· Work of civil society organizations

2.
Agenda items for the special meeting:

· Assessment of present circumstances

· Options for strengthening democratic culture through education
· Concrete measures or plans based on the proposed solutions
3.
Recommendations of the special meeting: 

· Action guidelines for the three sectors responsible for promoting democratic culture

Most of the delegations supported what Ambassador Castulovich had proposed.  They also offered the following general comments and recommendations on the special meeting:

· Theoretical discussions should be avoided (some delegations proposed that some basic theoretical concepts be discussed before the practical examination of the topic).
· What is expected of the guest speakers should be clearly established.

· Participants at the meeting should exchange background information and best practices (those that have proven most effective) should be identified.

· Formal and nonformal education should be considered at the same level.

· Who will take the lead on the recommended measures should be defined.

· A panel to follow up on paragraph 32 of the Declaration on Security in the Americas should be included.
· Objective: Provide the OAS with the fundamentals for developing clear lines of action to support member state efforts to strengthen their democratic cultures.
· Objective: Define what the various actors in society mean by “democratic culture.”
· Objective: Restore democratic values by strengthening education (primary, secondary, and university) on democracy issues.
· Objective: Democratic values should be imparted to students, assimilated by them, and reflected in a democratic culture.
· Concern: There are instruments to defend and restore democracy at the political level, but citizens lack awareness of their democratic rights and duties..
· Concern: Issues of poverty and exclusion.
· Date: 
· Not March 2004 (February or April 2004, yes)

· Pan American Day (April 2004)

· Length: Must be determined soon, for funding purposes.
· Funding: No funds are available at present.
· Other: 
· This is a special meeting of the Permanent Council, prepared with support from the General Secretariat (not vice versa).
· UNESCO participation should be arranged.

· No consensus has been reached as to participation by the Ministers of Education (Dr. Sofialeticia Morales reminded the delegations that the General Secretariat had received instructions from them in that regard).
In particular, with respect to the draft agenda prepared by the General Secretariat, the delegations noted:
/
· Panel 1:

· Very theoretical.
· Panel 2:

· Should not be stated as a question.

· Consensus has not been reached as to participation by Andrés Bello award recipients.

· Panel 3:

· Why are the communications media included.

· Political party representatives, because they are elected democratically, should be placed first on this panel.

· Panel 4:

· There were proposals to remove this from the agenda.
· All the countries should have a chance to participate in this discussion.
· This panel should go before panel 3 (the member states go first).
At the end of the meeting, the Chair summarized the points on which he believed the delegations had reached consensus:

· An assessment of the situation should be made.
· Experience should be shared (in order to identify best practices).

· Concrete proposals and measures should be generated.
In addition, the Chair recommended that the Unit for Social Development and Education present a report containing the findings of its studies in this area.

The Chair, together with the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, will present a new proposed draft agenda for the special meeting, based on the dialogue held at this meeting.
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�.	The Argentine delegation distributed its proposals for the draft agenda during the meeting.





