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(Order of business GT/DADIN/doc.156/03 rev. 2)

Pursuant to the proposed order of business, the Working Group considered the following items:
1. Report of the working group chair on the Initial Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, held at the OAS from November 10 to 12, 2003 (GT/DADIN/doc.155/03)
The Working Group had the opportunity to read the Chair’s report on the meeting, which contains information on the background to the meeting, a description of the negotiations regarding the articles in Section One (Scope of Application) and in Section Two (Human Rights) of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the list of documents produced for the Initial Meeting.
2. Briefing on progress made in the process of national consultations
The Delegation of Brazil informed the Working Group that its government had complied with the mandate contained in operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03), regarding national consultations with indigenous groups between July and September 2003.  Those consultations were carried out on the basis of the consolidated text of the Draft Declaration presented by the Chair (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03).
3. Report on preparations for the Second Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, to be held at OAS headquarters from January 26 to 28, 2004
The Working Group decided to convene this second meeting  to consider the texts of the articles in Section Three (Cultural Identity) and Section Four (Organizational and Political Rights) of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as mentioned in the draft agenda of GT/DADIN/doc.158/03 rev. 1 corr. 1

The notice of convocation for the meeting (GT/DADIN/doc.159/03) is pursuant to the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03), adopted at the OAS General Assembly held in Santiago, Chile, in June 2003.  This meeting will follow the same methodology as that used for the initial meeting held from November 10 to 12, 2003.
The mechanism for participation by representatives of the indigenous peoples in this Second Meeting will be similar to that established for the Initial Meeting.  This mechanism, already agreed upon by the Working Group, is described in document GT/DADIN/doc.140 rev. 1.
4. Briefing on the status of the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The Summits of the Americas Secretariat informed the Working Group that there were US$91,602 available in the Specific Fund.  The Chair of the Group then reminded the delegations of the importance of contributing to this fund, given that, at this critical stage in the negotiations, it was essential to have the resources with which to finance adequate participation by indigenous peoples in the talks aimed at finding points of consensus and the Special Meeting of the Working Group.
5. Other business
The Working Group considered the possibility of holding a Third Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus and agreed to postpone a decision on that matter until the Second Meeting is held in January 2004.
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