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PROPOSALS BY THE Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

CONCERNING TOPICS FOR THE AGENDA OF REMJA-V
(Based on the draft agenda contained in document CP/CAJP-2103/03)

Santiago, January 22, 2004
Ambassador Manuel Castulovich
Permanent Representative of Panama

Chair, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
By hand

Dear Mr. Ambassador:


I send you my greetings and wish to refer to the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V), scheduled for April 28 to 30 of this year in Washington, D.C., the draft agenda of which is being discussed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, which you chair.


Permit me to request that you kindly include under draft agenda item 7, concerning the report to be issued by the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) according to its Statute, an indication that REMJA may also approve other subjects which it is to consider by virtue of that Statute, on the following topics:

1. Proposed financial policies of the JSCA for the medium and long terms (Article 12.d of the Statute);

2. Confirmation of the executive director of the JSCA, appointed by the Board of Directors of the Center (Article 12.a of the Statute).

For further information on these items, I am enclosing final resolutions of the most recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the JSCA.  I also propose for your consideration an activity paralleling REMJA-V:  dissemination of the Report on Judicial Systems in the Americas, a study that describes, by way of indicators and other means, the major characteristics of justice systems in the region.


I hope it will be possible to address this presentation in the order of business for Thursday, January 29.

Sincerely yours,


Juan Enrique Vargas Vianco


Executive Director


Justice Studies Center


of the Americas
RESOLUTIONS OF THE NINTH MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


In Santiago, on January 5, 2004, the Board of Directors, gathered at the headquarters of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, hereinafter referred to as the JSCA or the Center, in the presence of its Chair, Douglass Cassel, Board members Callizo, Nagel, Thomson, Hudson-Phillips, Arellano, and Lloyd Ellis, and the Executive Director and Secretary of the Board, and in accordance with Article 13 of the Statute and Articles 18 and 19 of the Rules of Procedure, resolves as follows: 
1. To congratulate and welcome the new members of the Board of Directors, elected at the thirty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and to express its satisfaction at the reelection of Board member Cassel on the same occasion.

2. To ratify the resolutions proposed since the eighth meeting of the Board and again to instruct the Executive Secretary to convey them duly to the competent OAS bodies.
3.
To adopt the Annual Report of activities which was presented and to congratulate the Executive Director and his staff on the steady growth of the JSCA’s activities in the areas of study, cooperation, and dissemination of instruments to improve policy development in the region’s justice systems.  The Board of Directors stresses the importance of continuing to strengthen relations between the JSCA and the ministries of justice and equivalent authorities in the Hemisphere at the bilateral level and in the context of multilateral forums such as the upcoming REMJA.
4.
To approve the work plan presented by the Executive Director and to express its satisfaction with the plan for new areas of study in the field of civil justice and economics and with the new initiatives to administer foreign funds for the execution of cooperation projects.  The Board also agrees to the proposals concerning the Report on Judicial Systems in the Americas, the Statistics and Judicial Indicators Project, the Access to Judicial Information Project, and the Index on Justice in the Americas.  With respect to the latter presentation, Board member Thomson presents a motion, seconded by the rest of the members of the Board, to review the dimensions of the indices proposed as well as the method for its partial execution.  A report on the matter will be presented at the next meeting of the Board.

5.
To approve the financial report presented by the Executive Director of the JSCA and commend his office on its timely planning, effective fundraising, and efficient execution of the budget. For his part, Board member Arellano requests that future presentations and renderings of accounts on the Center’s contributions include an itemization of voluntary contributions by the countries, such as Chile and Brazil, and of resources derived from sales of the Center’s products and services.  The Board agrees to reaffirm, at all appropriate levels, the need for OAS member states to contribute to funding JSCA activities. 

6.
To ratify the cooperation agreements concluded by the JSCA, through its Executive Director, with the Institute of the Judicature of Bolivia, the Public Defender of the Nation of Argentina, and the Judiciary of Belize.  With respect to the application by Haïti Solidarité Internationale to become an associate member of the Center, the Board entrusts the office of the Executive Secretary with gathering further background information, in accordance with the requirements set forth in the Rules of Procedure, along with which the application could be reconsidered by the Board members in the manner deemed most efficient by the Chair, so that a timely decision might be issued on the matter. 

7.
To elect as Chair of the Board of Directors Dr. Federico Callizo Nicora and as Vice Chair Board member George Thomson; and to thank Board member Cassel for his service and contributions during his terms of office in those posts. 

8.
To instruct the Chair, with the assistance of the Executive Director and Secretary, to propose a date for the next meeting of the Board, which should be announced and agreed upon by the members before the next REMJA, scheduled for April of this year in Washington, D.C., and to submit a proposal for the JSCA’s participation in that forum.
Francisco Cruz Fuenzalida

January 5, 2004
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