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COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
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Summary of the meeting of January 29, 2004
(Order of business: CP/CAJP-2121/04)
1.
Consideration of the request from the Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3805/03)
The Committee heard the presentation by the Ambassador of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg to the United States, Her Excellency Arlette Conzemius, who emphasized her country’s strong commitment to the international organizations and its ties with the various bodies of the European Union.  She also drew attention to her country’s trade relations with various OAS member states and the benefits of possibly becoming a permanent observer to the Organization, since her Government did not have diplomatic missions in most countries of the Hemisphere.  She also referred to the importance of the Organization’s work in promoting and defending human rights and democracy and said that her Government wished to have the opportunity to lend its support in that regard.
The Committee found that the request of the Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg met the requirements of resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” and CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer.”  Consequently, it approved the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAJP-2114/03 for potential adoption by the Permanent Council.
2.
Notice of Convocation and Draft Agenda for the Meeting of Government Experts on Best Practices and National Experiences in Adopting Antiterrorism Measures, from the Human Rights Perspective, to be held on February 12 and 13, 2004, at OAS headquarters [operative paragraph 5.b of resolution AG/RES. 1931 (XXXIII-O/03)]

With respect to the preparations and agenda for this event, the Committee decided as follows:
· Ambassador Curtis Ward, advisor on technical assistance to the United Nations Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) and CTC liaison with regional and international organizations, was to be the UN guest participating in the introductory panel discussion.
· Because this meeting was to include open dialogue among the experts, it was decided that each panel would have a moderator chosen by the government experts before its discussion began.
· The presentations listed for the fourth panel discussion (of the IACHR and CICTE) would be included in the introductory panel discussion.
3.
Preparations for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA V)
Several delegations presented to the Committee their recommendations for new topics for the draft agenda of REMJA V.  Bearing in mind a request from some member states that the deadline for additional such recommendations be extended, the Committee decided to request that the Secretariat, on February 12, 2004, publish a revised version of document CP/CAJP-2103/03.

The Committee decided to set February 19, 2004, as the deadline for approval of the draft agenda.
To date, the following topics had been considered for the REMJA V agenda by the Committee:
· The crime of trafficking in children: definition of the offense at the national level, fulfillment of international commitments, and measures to increase hemispheric cooperation on the matter
· Establishment of efficient international cooperation mechanisms for fighting cyber-crimes having international repercussions (hemispheric cooperation).
· Follow-up on the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Nuevo León, as applicable.
· Reports on follow-up to REMJA IV mandates by CICAD, CICTE, and CIFTA. (Some delegations expressed disagreement with this proposal).
· Government measures adopted on the subject of violence against women: judicial and legislative aspects.  (Some delegations said that, since this was a Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General, the approach to this topic should be considered carefully).
The Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) asked the Committee Chair to include the following topics: 

· Proposed financial policies of the JSCA for the medium and long terms (Article 12.d of the JSCA Statute);
· Confirmation of the executive director of the JSCA, appointed by the Board of Directors of the Center (Article 12.a of the JSCA Statute).
In addition, within the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities it was suggested that the agenda for REMJA V include the topic of the contributions of judicial systems to democratic governance.
Several delegations said the Committee ought to closely follow the preparations for REMJA V and that the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms should carry out the necessary consultations. 

That Secretariat was also requested to publish, insofar as its funding allowed, a compilation of the documents already distributed with the recommendations of the various meetings held in fulfillment of REMJA IV mandates.
4.
Working group to prepare a proposed Inter-American Program for the Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, based on the draft presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights:  document CP/CAJP-2038/03 [AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families”]
The Committee decided to postpone its consideration of this topic so as to facilitate consultations by the delegations.
5.
Other business


The Chair, in view of the number of topics assigned to the Committee on the basis of mandates from the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly, called upon the delegations to begin, as of that date, to submit their draft resolutions for consideration by the Permanent Council and, subsequently, by the General Assembly at its next regular session.
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