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The Secretary of the Permanent Council of the Organization presents his compliments to the Permanent Representatives and is pleased to advise that in keeping with a request made by the Permanent Mission of Haiti (copy attached), the Chair has convened a special meeting of the Council to be held on Thursday, February 19, 2004, at 3:00 p.m., in the Hall of the Americas.

Permanent Mission of Haiti

to the

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C., February 17, 2004

MPH-OEA: 038/03 

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to request that, in view of the events rampant in several regions of Haiti since February 5, you kindly convene a special meeting of the Permanent Council in the course of the week, preferably on Thursday afternoon, February 19, to examine the most recent developments in this new situation as well as the attached draft resolution in support of the democratic process in Haiti.


Thank you in advance for your consideration to this matter.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Raymond Valcin


Ambassador


Permanent Representative
His Excellency

Mr. Paul Durand

Ambassador

Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF HAITI
IN ITS EFFORTS TO RESTORE PUBLIC ORDER
AND NORMALIZE THE FUNTIONING OF THE DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING HEARD the remarks of the Permanent Representative of Haiti about the events occurred from February 5, 2004, which have disrupted the public order in many regions of the country, in particular the city of Gonaïves, and resulted in the loss of numerous human lives;

DEEPLY CONCERNED by the gravity of these events, the tenacity of the political crisis and the polarization that characterizes the political situation in Haïti;

CONCERNED ALSO by the enormous socio-economic challenges confronting the Haitian people;

CONSIDERING the dispositions of the Charter of the Organization of the American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the role of the OAS in the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy, as indispensable condition for stability, peace and development in the region;

RECALLING Resolutions AG/RES. 1959 (XXXIII-O/03) “Support for strengthening democracy in Haiti”, AG/RES. 1841 (XXXII-O/02) “The situation in Haiti”, AG/RES. 1831 (XXXI-O/01) “Support for democracy in Haiti” adopted by the General Assembly;

RECALLING ALSO its Resolutions CP/RES. 822 (1331/02) “Support for strengthening democracy in Haiti”, CP/RES. 806 (1303/02 corr. 1) “The situation in Haiti”, CP/RES. 786 (1267/01) “Support for democracy in Haiti”,

BEARING IN MIND the important initiative of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) to help to solve the political crisis;

RESOLVES:

1.
To express its firm and total support to the legitimate Government of the President of Haiti Jean Bertrand Aristide in its efforts to restore public order by constitutional means, to strengthen the political stability and the democratic institutions, in the respect of human rights.

2.
To energetically condemn the violent and insurrectionary methods used in several regions of Haiti, and to deplore the loss of lives, and physical damages.

3.
To reiterate its attachment to the hemispheric principle consisting of rejecting any Government issued from the use of force and violence, by means that do not conform to the rule of law or do not result from the free play of democratic forces and institutions.  To reaffirm furthermore that elections constitute the only democratic way to accede to power.

4.
To call all the sectors of the Haitian society, particularly the parties involved in the political crisis, to initiate without delay a dialogue aiming to appease immediately the political situation, prevent new armed insurrections, protect the Haitian population and normalize the political life of the country.

5.
To ask the Member States of the OAS to provide all possible assistance to the Haitian people and Government, for the said purposes, in particular by means of strengthening the capacity of the Haiti National Police (HNP) to assure efficiently security and public order.

6.
To support the CARICOM recent initiative, to ask the Haitian Government to keep the commitments made in this context and those arising from relevant Resolutions of the OAS, and to invite the other parties to show flexibility by participating in the dialogue and by fully assuming their political responsibilities.

7.
To salute the efforts of the Special Mission of the OAS to contribute to normalizing the political situation and to invite the Member States and other entities of the International Community to cooperate in making it more functional and efficient

8.
To launch an appeal to international solidarity to help the Haitian people to prevent a humanitarian crisis and face its grave socio-economic situation. 
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