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The delegation of the Argentine Republic considers that the proposed Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, to be prepared by the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in accordance with the mandate contained in the corresponding resolution, should contain a basic standards framework; objectives based on the decisions adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the Special Summit of the Americas and expounded above all in the third chapter of the Declaration of Nuevo León; and a list of topics and actions that are consonant with the activities undertaken by the OAS in fulfilling both the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas process and the mandates of its General Assembly.


With regard to the basic standards framework, it should bear in mind the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Nuevo León, resolution AG/RES. 1080 (XXI-O/99) on Representative Democracy, and the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust: A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas [AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03)].


The program must be geared to activities to be undertaken by the OAS.


As for the objectives, we propose including three categories, of equal weighting:  institutional, socio-economic, and security-related objectives.


In the institutional objectives category, we suggest focusing on the following subjects: consolidation of representative democracy, full respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and cultural diversity, promotion of gender equity and equality and the eradication of discrimination, and the strengthening of institutions, particularly through the reform and modernization of the State and the fight against corruption.


These thematic areas involve actions to:
· Develop legal and regulatory instruments to ensure full respect for the aforementioned rights and freedoms;

· Foster values and a democratic culture through education based on pluralism and acceptance of cultural diversity; 

· Promote full participation by citizens in the political process;

· Strengthen mechanisms for the defense of democracy;

· Bolster and reform political parties, and generate new leaders;

· Develop policies, instruments, and standards designed to guarantee the right to information and freedom of the press;

· Intensify the processes underlying modernization of the State, using new technology to enhance efficiency, probity, and transparency;

· Reform and streamline the judicial system; and

· Prevent and monitor impunity by:

· promoting transparency in public affairs and in the private sector;

· stepping up cooperation in the framework of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and its follow-up mechanism; and

· boosting cooperation with respect to extradition and to the return of assets to their legitimate owners.


We are aware that a number of Permanent Council committees and working groups, and other OAS offices and units are currently working on projects designed to achieve this goal, as is the case of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, the UPD, the CIM, the IIN, and others. It is not a question of generating a flurry of activities that could prove an obstacle to achievement of the objectives, but rather of simplifying procedures and striving for greater coherence and interaction aimed at enhancing efficiency in the Organization’s performance and effectiveness in terms of results.

With respect to the economic and social objectives, it is essential to eradicate poverty and social exclusion.  We suggest fostering economic development with equity, by means of public and private sector policies of good governance that encourage a fairer distribution of income, equal opportunities for all, education, health, and full employment.  We also suggest promoting more balanced trade and investment flows in the region.


In the same chapter, we would mention full citizen participation in efforts to achieve the objectives.  Civil society contributions to the achievement of higher standards in the management of public and private sector affairs reinforce democratic values and help to bolster economic and social development.


We believe that in this chapter attention should focus on developing countries. 


The actions that need to be undertaken are performed not only in the OAS but in many cases also by agencies associated with the system: PAHO, IICA, the IDB, World Bank, IMF, etc. 


In the OAS setting, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), CEPCIDI, CIDES, the postulates of the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty, and those of the Declaration of Margarita are all directed to promoting the economic and social objectives. 


We suggest that in this area any recommendations contained in the Program for Democratic Governance should draw on the work of these bodies.  Promoting more in-depth familiarity with the activities of both agencies in the system and the OAS itself is essential for achieving the goal of ordering, simplifying, concentrating, and expediting the use of scarce resources, all of which will, as we asserted earlier, lead to increased efficiency and effectiveness.


As for security-related objectives, the Declaration on Security n the Americas lays down the basic principles and purposes to be pursued in this area.


To prevent and combat terrorism and transnational crime, including illicit trafficking in drugs, arms, and people, the following actions are indispensable:

· Ratification of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and the 12 conventions and protocols on this subject of the United Nations;

· Signature and ratification of the Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters; 

· Active participation in the network of mutual legal assistance in criminal matters. 

· Accession to global instruments on money laundering and the financing of terrorism.


In these fields, in the framework of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas and in the course of the work of the OAS Secretariat, CICAD, and CICTE, as well as other areas, projects are under way that will feed into the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas.


Finally, in every facet of the draft Program, it is important to foster forms of cooperation that seek to make available to States the best practices developed in the region.
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