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The following is presented as an initial Canadian contribution to developing a Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas for consideration by the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in the OAS, pursuant to the mandate of the OAS General Assembly (AG/RES, 1960 (XXXIII-0/03).

WORKING PRINCIPLES

The basis for the development of a Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas has been laid out in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, commitments made by Leaders in the Summits of the Americas process, most recently in the Declaration of Nuevo León, and relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, including the Declaration of Santiago. These outline a broad hemispheric consensus on the critical elements of an agenda for democratic governance.  


Of particular importance for the successful implementation of such an agenda is the adoption of an integrated and balanced approach which underlines the links between mutually reinforcing initiatives.


It would also be important, in developing the Program for Democratic Governance, to distinguish between policy priorities and a program for development cooperation action. The latter needs to be focussed into a manageable, realistic program. 


In addition, critical to both the development and the implementation of a comprehensive  and relevant agenda will be a participatory process that includes the input and involvement of civil society.  The Declaration of Santiago states that the full participation by citizens in the political system can contribute to increased credibility and public trust in democratic institutions.  With this in mind, the development of a Program for Democratic Governance should invite the input and involvement of civil society.  This could be achieved by focussing on the Program for Democratic Governance as a main theme of the OAS annual special meeting with civil society.
FOCUS OF THE PROGRAM


The focus of the program should be on improving the quality of democracy in the Americas in order to restore confidence and public trust in democratic institutions and increase the ability of governments to provide citizens with security and economic well-being through better access to justice and transparent, effective public institutions. It should respond to the overall challenge of building a Hemisphere that is democratic and prosperous, more just and generous, a Hemisphere where no one is left behind.

OBJECTIVES

The commitments made by Leaders at the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey in support of strengthening democratic governance, as expressed in the Declaration of Nuevo León, 
provide excellent guidance as to the definition of objectives for the development of an agenda for democratic governance. The Declaration of Nuevo León states that: “The strengthening of and respect for the rule of law, the defense of human rights and fundamental freedoms, economic progress, well-being and social justice, transparency and accountability in public affairs, the promotion of diverse forms of participation by our citizens, and the development of opportunities for all are fundamental to promote and consolidate representative democracy”.

On the basis of these criteria we propose the following objectives for the program:



-  build representative, transparent and accountable government institutions;



- increase citizen participation in decision-making;



- strengthen the autonomy and effectiveness of the judiciary;



- promote respect for human rights;

- promote the effective participation of citizens, including women, youth, minority groups, and indigenous peoples, in political processes;  



- combat corruption;



- strengthen political parties



- support the holding of periodic, free and fair elections;


Actions to be undertaken in these areas include:

- supporting the efforts of the State Parties to the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption to strengthen its Follow-Up Mechanism;

- promote initiatives to modernize and improve legislative oversight and capacity, including by supporting the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) and the Latin American Parliamentarians Against Corruption;

- improving transparency, effectiveness and efficiency in government operations   by promoting the professionalization of the civil service and access to information and harnessing the potential of new technologies of communication (e-government) through, inter-alia, the Institute for Connectivity of the Americas;



- strengthening the participation of indigenous peoples and minority groups in society and political institutions;

- create and institutionalize channels for civil society participation such as public hearings and fora for consultation with civil society and NGOs;

- strengthen the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local development and Citizen Participation (RIAD) to facilitate decentralization and promote citizen participation;

- improve access to justice by modernizing the judiciary, promoting alternative conflict resolution mechanisms, ensuring the autonomy of the judiciary;

- strengthen human rights institutions throughout the hemisphere through, inter alia, promoting information exchange and cooperation between the OAS and the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights of the Americas;  

- promoting reforms to electoral and political processes, including through exchange of best practices and expertise, including through the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties;


- encourage cooperation and coordination among the various OAS and Inter-American institutions (UPD, Unit for Social Development and Education, Inter-American Commission of Women, FIAPP) with a view to enhancing the participation of women,  youth, minority groups, and indigenous peoples in political processes;  

- strengthening the mechanism for the promotion of free and fair elections, including electoral observation missions.
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