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The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and transmits herewith Colombia’s proposals on the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas.

The delegation of Colombia believes the conceptual basis for the Program can be found in the inter-American instruments and declarations, such as the Charter of the Organization, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust, and the Declaration of Nuevo León.  These instruments constitute an invaluable resource in endeavors to strengthen democratic governance and set forth the vision and intent of the states of the Hemisphere in this area.  They are all related, and they provide a set of ideas and mandates that should be taken into account when the Program is drafted. 

The delegation of Colombia wishes to emphasize that these instruments and declarations on democracy and governance contain a broad spectrum of ideas that should be considered as a whole.  In that sense, it believes that the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas must address both political factors and social and economic issues, since all have a bearing on governance.
On the other hand, because governance is a cross-cutting topic that relates to various areas of endeavor within the Organization, this delegation feels the Program could be highly useful insofar as it supports the efforts of the different councils and committees and does not duplicate existing proposals.
The delegation of Colombia, therefore, proposes the following specific actions for the Program:

1.
Strengthening democratic institutions 


In this area, the states must assume the primary responsibility.  This task is mainly performed by governments, particularly the ministries of the interior or home offices.  An exchange of experience among the states in this area will be useful to the Hemisphere and allow the strengths of each state to be identified.  Therefore, the delegation of Colombia proposes that a conference of ministers responsible for this area be held, and that technical support be provided by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy. 
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2.
Political reform


Public trust in representative institutions requires a series of measures to modernize and update democratic institutions and processes.  We support the UPD’s cooperation with the states on these processes. 

3.
Strengthening political parties


Support the activities of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties, which has enabled political leaders to meet and exchange ideas on improving party systems and political parties and has given rise to cooperation measures.


Establish dialogue at the highest level, within the Organization, among representatives of political parties and members of the OAS Permanent Council, on the strengths and challenges of political parties in the Hemisphere.  Meetings for this purpose could be held once a year.  They would promote dialogue leading to future action to strengthen parties as essential actors in democratic governance.

4.
Combating poverty


Support to activities of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and other bodies and institutions of the inter-American system in areas that directly relate to antipoverty efforts and that contribute to processes that build trust in public policies and strengthen governance.
The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., February 12, 2004 
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