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Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to attach the proposals of the Government of Mexico for developing a “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” being prepared by the Committee you chair on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.


Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Miguel Ruiz Cabañas


Permanent Representative of Mexico

His Excellency

Mr. Rodolfo Gil

Permanent Representative of Argentina to the

  Organization of American States,

Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management
   and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
PROPOSAL OF MEXICO FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
A PROGRAM FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE IN THE AMERICAS

· Promote meetings of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA), in order to encourage an exchange of experiences in legislation, in the ratification of international treaties and agreements, and in the role of the legislature in the process of State modernization. Likewise, support the holding of meetings of the Inter-American Forum on Legislative Modernization, whose venue for the next meeting has been offered by the Senate of the Republic;

· Promote meetings of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP), in order to encourage the sharing of experiences with the strengthening of these political institutes, as a basis for democratic systems;

· Hold meetings of electoral bodies, in order to exchange best practices regarding diverse matters related to organizing and holding elections;

· Foster a democratic culture in all sectors of society by disseminating the principles and values of democracy, with particular emphasis on education and children’s participation in electoral events parallel to the holding of elections;

· Support the work of the High Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization (RIAD), in order for it to serve as a forum for sharing experiences on the promotion of federalism, decentralization, and the strengthening of local government; 

· Encourage equal participation by civil society organizations in all countries of the Hemisphere, in activities aimed at strengthening democratic governance, carried out within the OAS framework;

· Promote meetings of the Network of Academic Institutions and Centers for Research on Democracy, and foster the participation of more universities;

· Promote annual meetings of experts on democratic governance;

· Promote the development of programs for encouraging dialogue and conflict resolution;

· Organize seminar–colloquia as part of the Americas Project, to address issues regarding the status of democracy in the Hemisphere, with the participation of university students from the member states; and

· Hold seminars and forums aimed to promote, disseminate, and exchange experiences regarding access to public information, and contribute to the efforts of member states, bearing in mind that access to information is an essential requirement for democracy.
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