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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT).


It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the APT pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

1. Background


The Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) was founded on June 29, 1992, as an association under the Swiss Civil Code. The present Association emerged as a replacement for the Swiss Committee against Torture, founded in 1977 by Jean-Jacques Gautier. The APT was established to combat torture and human rights violations by establishing a system for the inspection of places of detention the world over.


The APT is a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization that endeavors to create international mechanisms for preventing torture. As part of its efforts, the APT participated in the formulation of the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, adopted by the Council of Europe in 1987.  Since then, the Association has promoted application of the Convention by disseminating it to the public and by supporting the work of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT), an oversight body established by the Convention for that purpose, as well as through publications and academic events, such as seminars and conferences.


On December 18, 2002, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention against Torture. The Optional Protocol is the fulfillment of the APT’s idea of establishing a system of regular visits by independent national and international experts to places of detention. 


The APT participates in joint activities with the United Nations, the Council of Europe, and the African Union. It participated in drawing up guidelines for the prevention of torture on the African continent–known as the “Robben Island Guidelines” and adopted in October 2003 by the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights.  In September 2002, the ATP was an observer in various detention centers in Mexico and worked in Argentina, Chile, El Salvador, and Guatemala.


The APT has individual members in over 30 countries and has also established ties with human rights organizations, complementing their goals from a preventive point of view.  The APT is a founding member of the Coalition of International NGOs against Torture (CINAT) and works closely with national organizations involved in preventing torture.  The APT enjoys consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the Council of Europe, and observer status with the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights.  The APT is a member of the Regional Human Rights Coalition, which is coordinated by the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), a civil society organization registered with the OAS.


The APT receives contributions for its activities from the Governments of Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland (contributions from the federal government and from the cantons of Geneva and Ticino), and the United Kingdom. It also executes joint activities with the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the United Nations Fund for Victims of Torture, NOVIB (Netherlands Organisation for International Development Cooperation), and Trócaire. Moreover, it receives contributions from individual entities like the Jean-Jacques Gautier Trust and regular contributions from members and from Swiss citizens.


The APT filed its application with the OAS on November 17, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)

Address:


Route de Ferney 10





Case postale 2267





CH - 12112





Genève, Switzerland

Telephone:


(41-22) 919-2170

Internet address:

www.apt.ch
E-mail:



apt@apt.ch
Chair:



Marco Mona

Secretary General:

Mark Thomsom

The Americas Program:

Claudia Gerez / Ariela Peralta

Date established:

June 29, 1992

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities


The APT actively promotes standards and mechanisms for preventing torture and human rights violations throughout the world.  Its objectives are to:

· Promote the establishment of mechanisms for visits to places of detention to prevent torture and ill-treatment;

· Develop initiatives to strengthen and train the diverse national, regional, and international actors in the prevention of torture and ill-treatment;

· Promote the campaign for ratification and implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture;

· Promote collaboration in the education and training of police and for the formulation and implementation of codes of conduct and ethics;

· Support nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) active in the prevention of torture and the protection of human rights;

· Encourage the publication of guides and documents, and promote the creation of Web sites on torture prevention; and 

· Provide legal counseling on the prevention and prohibition of torture.

4. APT contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


By participating in OAS activities, the APT will provide the Organization with support for topics relating to the promotion and protection of human rights. Said support may consist of: 

· Promotion and implementation of regional mechanisms and instruments to prevent torture and ill-treatment; 

· Awareness-building and training activities directed, inter alia, at individuals working in prisons, penitentiaries, judicial settings, and police stations; 

· Support for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) so that they might handle the matter more efficiently;

· Building of an institutional database on torture and ill-treatment in order to make progress in their prevention; and

· Promotion of campaigns for the ratification and implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture.

5. OAS work areas to which the APT can provide support


The APT is involved in the creation and implementation of diverse programs to prevent torture and ill-treatment.  Its work is intimately related to the human rights area and IACHR activities.


The Association will focus on advisory services and support for IACHR strategies and actions for responding to and preventing cases and patterns of torture and human rights violations, possibly within the framework of the renewed term of the Office of the Rapporteur on Persons Deprived of Liberty.


Likewise, the APT is able to provide advice and information on the drafting of reports on the regional situation as well as other thematic reports, give guidance on monitoring places of detention, publish and disseminate analyses on inter-American jurisprudence on torture and human rights violations, and cooperate in IACHR on-site visits.


By the same token, APT activities are closely linked to the work of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, in terms of the drafting of and submission to the Court of amicus curiae briefs to develop jurisprudence in cases of torture and under certain conditions of detention. 

6. Documents submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, November 17, 2003

· Statutes of the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)

· Annual Report 2002 of the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)

· Articles of Establishment of the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT), June 29, 1992

· Financial Statement 2002 of the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT), audited by Klaus Belzer, C.P.
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