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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MIGUEL AGUSTIN PRO JUAREZ HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER (PRODH Center) 


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center (PRODH Center).

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the PRODH Center pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

1. Background


The Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center (PRODH Center) was established in Mexico in 1988 by the Society of Jesus to advance and promote research on the human rights situation in Mexico and to provide training in that area.  The PRODH Center is an independent, non-profit, and nongovernmental organization active in the defense and promotion of human rights, especially in indigenous communities.

It is a member of the National Network of Civil Organizations, “Todos los Derechos para Todos.”  It is a member of the Liaison Committee, a body that was established by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and that ensures the Center’s participation in the implementation of the Technical Assistance Agreement signed between it and the Mexican Government.  The PRODH Center is a member of Mexico’s Committee on Government Policy in the area of Human Rights, coordinated by the Secretariat of the Interior, the Subcommittee on Human and Political Rights, the Subcommittee on Harmonization of Legislation with International Standards, and the Subcommittee on Ciudad Juárez.  It also participates in Espacio DESC, an association of organizations working for economic, social, and cultural rights.  As far as the rest of the Americas is concerned, the PRODH Center works with such organizations as the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, and Human Rights Watch.


The PRODH Center receives its income from the following organizations: Pan para el Mundo, Desarrollo y Paz, the Angelical Foundation, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, the Tides Foundation, Misereor, Caritas Sweden, the McArthur Foundation, Caritas France, Manos Unidas Spain, the John Merck Fund, the Public Welfare Foundation, the Philanthropic Collaborative – WOLA, and PROPAZ Switzerland.  It also receives contributions at the national level from Nelan S.A., Albergues de México I.A.P., the Ibero-American University, the British Embassy, the Danish Embassy, the Alejandro Díaz Guerra Foundation, and Inmuebles y Administración del Valle de México, S.A.

In 1996, its former Director, David Fernández Dávalos received the Human Rights Watch award.  In 1997, the PRODH Center was awarded the Roque Dalton Medal, and in May 2001, it was conferred consultative status in the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 


The PRODH Center filed its application with the OAS on September 30, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name: 
Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center (PRODH Center)

Address: 


Separio Rendón 57 B

Col. San Rafael

06470 México, D. F., Mexico
Telephone: 


(55) 55-46-82-17; (55) 55-66-78-54; (55) 55-35-68-92

Internet/e-mail address:

www.sjsocial.org/PRODH
PRODH@sjsocial.org

Chair: 



Edgar Cortez Moralez

Date established: 

March 22, 1988
3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities


The purpose of the Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center is to work for the promotion and defense of human rights through the human rights instruments adopted by the Organization of American States (OAS), the United Nations (UN), and the International Labour Organization (ILO).


To that end, the PRODH Center focuses on:

· Education and training in the area of human rights;
· Promotion of the establishment of human rights committees;

· Consideration and investigation of cases of human rights violations;

· Comprehensive national and international legal defense of victims of human rights violations;

· Analysis and research for, and preparation of, periodic reports and publications on the human rights situation in Mexico;

· Contacts with government entities in Mexico to further the promotion and defense of human rights;
· Formulation of public policy proposals in the human rights area;
· Dissemination of information to the media and establishment of good media relations; and
· Transmission of information, urgent actions, and reports to the various UN and OAS human rights bodies [rapporteurs of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights].
4. PRODH Center contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


The PRODH Center considers that its participation in OAS activities may help support the work under way in the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, the Summit of the Americas process, the tasks and activities undertaken by the General Secretariat in the areas of democracy, sustainable development, education, culture, labor, indigenous peoples, civil society, hemispheric security, and in particular the inter-American human rights system.  The PRODH Center can provide the OAS with support in the following activities:

· Promotion of implementation of the human rights obligations assumed by states by using national, regional, and international protective mechanisms and by interacting with civil, intergovernmental, and governmental organizations to ensure access by victims to effective protection and the introduction of human rights into public policies;
· Expansion of the human rights culture in the national and international communities;

· Development of proposals to enhance the functioning of the inter-American human rights system; and
· National dissemination and promotion of diverse OAS activities and initiatives pertaining to human rights and related issues.

5. OAS work areas to which the PRODH Center can provide support


The PRODH Center will work with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on the latter’s activities, especially those designed to collect data and monitor press reports on human rights violations, with a view to preparing reports on those situations.  Likewise, as a result of its attention to and investigation of specific human rights violations, the PRODH Center can collaborate in IACHR activities.


The PRODH Center fosters programs aimed at defending the rights of indigenous peoples, thereby helping to fulfill the purposes established at the Third Summit of the Americas and the Special Summit of the Americas with regard to the promotion and strengthening of respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, especially at-risk groups, groups subject to discrimination, and the indigenous peoples.

6. Documents submitted by the PRODH Center
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, September 30, 2003

· Statutes of the Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center

· Annual report for 2002

· Summary of Activities for 2002

· Certificate of Incorporation, March 22, 1988

· Financial Report 2002, prepared by the Despacho Armesto, Espindola, Salina y Asociados, S.C., Public Accountants
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