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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
EDEX CENTRO DE RECURSOS COMUNITARIOS 


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios (EDEX Community Resource Center). 

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1. Background


EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios was established in 1981 to promote health, well-being, and coexistence in the community, especially among children and youth. 


EDEX, based in Bilbao, Spain, is a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization that conducts drug addiction prevention programs in school, workplace, and community settings in Spain, Europe, and 15 countries of Latin America, in coordination with the nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and governments of those countries. 


EDEX coordinates the Ibero-American Network "The Adventure of Life.”  This is a drug addiction prevention program providing health information to children from ages 8 to 11.  It is made up of twenty (20) organizations in Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Spain, Uruguay, and Venezuela.


Since 1999, when the Ibero-American Network of Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs) That Work in Drug Addiction was formed, they have been elected to serve on the Network’s Board of Directors as its Secretariat.


Prominent among cooperation agencies that fund EDEX projects are the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECI), the Government of the Basque Country (Development Cooperation Fund), the European Commission, the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Germany’s GTZ, the City Council of Bilbao, the City Council of Barakaldo, the City Council of Leioa, the City Council of Basauri, the City Council of Portogalete, the Regional Council of Bizkaia, the Association of Basque Municipalities (EUDEL), the Madrid House, and the Caixa Galicia. EDEX has signed a letter of understanding with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to carry out education projects under the “Health-Promoting Schools” program. 


The countries and organizations with which EDEX conducts cooperation programs, as of December 31, 2002, are: 

Argentina:  Fundación CONVIVIR and Asociación Europa - América, AEA
Bolivia:  SEAMOS

Colombia:  Surgir, Corporación Caminos, Niños de Papel, and PAISAJOVEN
Costa Rica:  Fundación Vida y Sociedad
Chile:  Multisectoral Action Program (PAM)–Drugs–of Iquique and Las Condes Antidrug Program 

Ecuador: Fundación Ayuda
Guatemala: Casa Alianza
Mexico: Fundación Vamos
Panama: Panamanian White Cross

Paraguay: PREVER
Peru: INFORMET and CREDO
Dominican Republic: Casa Abierta
Uruguay: Instituto de Educación Popular El Abrojo
Venezuela: Fe y Alegría

In the countries overall, EDEX has carried out 42 cooperation projects.  They have been co-financed by local organizations and/or by other cooperation agencies that administer the organizations of those countries. 


EDEX submitted its application on October 24, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:


EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios
Address:



Particular de Indautxu, 9 E48011


Bilbao, Spain

Telephone:



(+34) 944-425-784

Fax:




(+34) 944-417-512

Internet and e-mail addresses:

www.edex.es / edex@jet.es 

President:



Miguel Ángel Ortiz de Anda Basabe

Director:



Roberto Flores Fernández
Date established:


April 1981

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities


The purpose of EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios is to work on behalf of children and youth, focusing on drug addiction issues.  To that end, EDEX focuses its efforts on preventing drug addiction, on cooperation for development, and on life skills training.

EDEX devotes its efforts to the most vulnerable sectors of the population:  children, adolescents, and young adults.  Its work with these sectors is complemented by the efforts of teachers, parents, and partner institutions.


The work of EDEX centers on:

1. Fighting drug addiction
a. Prevention: Strengthen the capacity of boys, girls, and youth to form lifestyles not based on systematic recourse to drugs.  They also try to give the community practical intervention tools for preventive action against drug addiction.  In this phase, they administer programs for primary education, for compulsory secondary education, for post-compulsory secondary education, and for families, communities, and businesses.

b. Intervention in situations of risk: Turn around situations in which psychological and social deterioration could lead to lifestyles in which drug abuse and other risky behaviors play a major role.  Also, minimize the risk associated with certain types of drug use by promoting positive attitudes. The programs they offer at this level are socio-educational intervention, risk reduction, and prevention of HIV/AIDS among intravenous drug users.

c. Assistance:  Promote the psychosocial development of drug addicts and make available education and therapy options allowing for individualized social integration processes.

2. Cooperation for Development.  Creation of an alliance with nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and public administrations in Latin America for the exchange of experiences and projects, so as to increase knowledge in the prevention field.

3. Training in life skills

a. Rights of the child

b. CONVIVIR

c. Teach, don’t hit

d. Association building

e. Training of trainers

4. EDEX contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios can contribute to the work of the OAS in its various areas of endeavor, especially prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and drug supply control programs, as well as educational campaigns to raise public awareness of the risks of drug use.


EDEX activities focus mostly on preventing drug addiction among children and adolescents.  They will contribute to the efforts of the Organization and its member states by supporting policy design concerning drug issues and the development of demand reduction strategies.

5. OAS work areas to which EDEX can provide support


EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios will work with the OAS, specifically with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), on all of its treatment, rehabilitation, and drug supply control programs, and on educational campaigns to raise public awareness of the risks of drug use.

EDEX will assist the OAS with programs to prevent drug and tobacco use among different age groups, through primary education programs, involving students ages 8 to 11, and compulsory secondary education students, ages 12 to 16.

EDEX will help the bodies of the inter-American system in developing programs to prevent and control the spread of HIV/AIDS among intravenous drug users.

6. Documents submitted by EDEX
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, October 24, 2003

· Statutes of the Association EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios
· Report on activities, 1999-2003

· By-laws of EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios
· Financial statements and annual accounts of EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios, closed on December 31, 2002.  Audited by HLB, Bové Montero y Asociados. 
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