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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE CONFEDERATION OF LATIN AMERICAN TOURISM ORGANIZATIONS (COTAL)

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide the information on the Confederation of Latin American Tourism Organizations (COTAL).

It contains data submitted by the Confederation of Latin American Tourism Organizations (COTAL) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

I. Background

The Confederation of Latin American Tourism Organizations (COTAL) is an independent, not-for-profit, nongovernmental organization that began activities on April 22, 1957, in Mexico City, with the aim of promoting and spreading tourism by representing the region’s travel and tourism agencies.
COTAL’s members include travel and tourism agencies, independent agencies, official and independent tourism bodies, transportation companies, hotels, press outlets that specialize in the industry, and other Latin American companies with ties to the sector.

COTAL’s purpose includes representing the region’s travel and tourism agencies and defending their common, professional, and commercial interests through the Council of Travel Agencies of Latin America (COVAL). It also represents the Latin American tourism sector through the Higher Tourism Council of Latin America (COSUTAL). It has organized a number of conferences that have generated ideas on how to promote and establish greater competitiveness within Latin American tourism and how to improve its structure.
COTAL submitted its registration application to the OAS on December 10, 2003.

II. Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name:
Confederation of Latin American Tourism Organizations
 (COTAL)

Address:
Viamonte 640 (Piso 8, Oficina 20)


1053 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone: 
(54 11) 4322 1003

Fax:
(54 11) 4393 5696

Internet:
www.cotal.org.ar

E-mail: 
cotal@cotal.org.ar

President:
Enzo Fúrnari

General Secretary:
María Teresa Campos

Date established: 
April 22, 1957

III. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities


COTAL’s purpose is to promote, encourage, and disseminate the interests of all the sectors engaged in tourism activities in Latin America, and to offer alternatives for strengthening and developing the region’s tourism activities. COTAL has developed a variety of programs through a network of organizations and associations that share information and experiences about tourism efforts. Its work focuses on the following: 

· Promoting and encouraging the development of the tourism sector in the region through the implementation of a comprehensive tourism development plan.

· Cooperating with and supporting the different Latin American and Caribbean organizations that work in the tourism sector.

· Studying and encouraging research into the challenges facing the tourism sector in the region, in order to arrive at solutions that defend the common interests of tourism organizations. 

· Establishing technical cooperation among the different public and private organizations in the tourism sector.

IV. COTAL contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:


COTAL believes that its participation in OAS activities could further the development of the tourism sector, specifically in the following areas: 

· Exchanges of information and experiences from the tourism sector, with the aim of developing an integral form of tourism.

· Support and development of strategies for encouraging regional and international tourism in Latin America. 

· Managing and maintaining ties of technical cooperation with the official national bodies and private organizations involved in tourism. 

· Cooperation with academic activities carried out by universities and human resource training centers. 

· Encouraging the creation and upkeep of national bodies that bring together the basic sectors of the tourism sector. 

V. OAS work areas to which COTAL can provide support:

COTAL will offer to assist the OAS in strengthening and furthering specific programs aimed at developing all sectors with a stake in tourism activities.
COTAL will design programs to encourage, support, and disseminate those tourism sector activities aimed at the comprehensive development of the sector for the benefit of the region. COTAL will provide assistance in the following areas:
· Supporting the activities of the Inter-American Travel Congress and the Unit for Sustainable Development and Tourism of the OAS General Secretariat, in particular in promoting the sustainable and comprehensive development of tourism.

· Establishing regional, subregional, and international cooperation among organizations and institutions involved with tourism.
· Helping develop a network of experts, government agencies, international organizations, and civil society organizations, to encourage exchanges of information and provide technical support for the comprehensive development of tourism.
· Designing and promoting technical cooperation for the implementation of public and private sector projects involving tourism activities.

VI. Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General
· Statutes
· Annual Report for the year 2002
· Articles of incorporation, 1957

· Financial report, 2002-2003, audited by Pascual A. Babbieri, Argentine Certified Public Accountant C.P.C.E.C.F. T 49 F 144.
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