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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR MISSING AND EXPLOITED CHILDREN

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children.

It contains basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

1. Background

The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children was created in the United States in 1998, by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children® (NCMEC), with the aim of protecting boys and girls from abuse and sexual exploitation throughout the world.


The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children is an independent, nongovernmental, not-for-profit organization that aims at giving an international response to the problems of exploitation, disappearances, and family abuse faced by our children.  The organization has established a network that publishes pictures and information and offers professional information in pursuit of improvements to the laws, treaties, and state policies that protect children.

The statistics submitted by the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children show that since 1998, they have worked on more than 87,000 cases of missing children.  Through their International Photograph Distribution Campaign, one out of every six missing children has been found.  They have also received more than 100,000 reports of sexually abused children and have trained more than 179,000 legal and judicial officers and other professionals.

One of the main programs of the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children is its Global Network of Missing Children.  The foundations of this Network lie in 14 coordinated web pages based in Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Italy, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, South Africa, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States.  These pages report the cases of more than 3,500 missing boys and girls.

In December 2002, the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children signed a cooperation agreement with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI), one of the OAS’s specialized agencies.  The aim of this agreement is to protect our children and to uphold the quality of their lives.

The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children is partnered with the South African Centre for Missing and Exploited Children (SACMEC).  SACMEC works on these issues in South Africa, where the numbers of children who go missing or suffer sexual exploitation are extremely high.  It is also partnered with Parents and Abducted Children Together (PACT), which has become the central organization handling the international campaign against the abduction of minors.  Additionally, the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children is partnered with Child Focus, which serves as the operations center for the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children in Europe.

The financial contributions received by the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children come from US government federal funding, private contributions, and the organization’s fund-raising events.  It also receives donations, such as the one made in 2002 by Computer Associates International Inc., to provide technical support for the web pages and to pay for the purchase of software licenses.

The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children lodged its request for registration with the OAS on October 3, 2003. 

2. Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name: 


International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children

Address: 

699 Prince St.
Alexandria, Virginia, 22314
United States

Telephone: 

(703) 235-3900

Internet: 

www.icmec.org

President: 

Ernest Allen (information@icmec.org)

Date established:
May 20, 1998

Program Director:
Nancy A. Dube

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities


The goal of the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children is to promote respect for the Inter-American Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, through programs aimed at fighting the sexual abuse of children and the abduction and exploitation of minors.  Its work focuses on the following:

· Serving as a global source of help with respect to missing and exploited boys and girls.
· Offering an international network for distributing pictures and information about missing and exploited children.

· Creating centers and affiliated centers around the world, to exchange information and help fight the exploitation and abduction of minors.
· Training legal and judicial authorities in matters of international policy and procedures relating to missing and exploited children.
· Working for amendments to laws, treaties, and legal systems, in order to better protect our children.
· Promoting and carrying out a global campaign to address the problem of child pornography.
4. ICMEC contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children believes that its participation in OAS activities could support the different organs active in fighting the problem of missing children and the exploitation and sexual abuse of minors.  This could be carried out by means of the following programs that have been put in place by the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children:

· Exchanging the Global Network of Missing Children database in order to support the programs of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI), in particular those aimed at fighting trafficking in children.
· Launching international campaigns to distribute photographs of missing children as an aid to searching, to combat the abduction of children by one of their parents, and to fight child pornography, which is among the IACI’s main activities.

· Offering cooperation programs to prevent the causes and factors behind the exploitation, abduction, and abuse of children.
5. OAS work areas to which ICMEC can provide support


The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children will support the different activities pursued by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI) in different areas – in particular, work carried out on behalf of children, and creating forums in which comprehensive information can be exchanged regarding processes for improving the living conditions of the children of the Americas.  The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children and the Inter-American Children’s Institute are working together to raise public awareness about child-related issues. 


The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children will develop programs aimed at tackling the sale of children, child prostitution, and the use of children in pornography.  All these programs will help the OAS member states in ratifying and adhering to the two optional protocols to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The information obtained by the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children will help the development of national programs for tacking the abduction and exploitation of minors.

The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children and the IACI signed an agreement in which they jointly pledged to:
· Expand the use of technology to support systems working for the safety and wellbeing of boys and girls.
· Improve awareness and availability of mechanisms to allow the sharing of information in legal matters relating to children.
· Facilitate access to training programs to ensure greater effectiveness of the services provided in the areas of health and safety for children and families.
· Increase the availability of safety and prevention materials aimed at sector professionals, parents, and children.

· Organize and attend meetings and conferences dealing with these issues.
· Exchange information and ideas on matters relating to the protection of children and preventing their victimization.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter to the Secretary General, October 3, 2003

· Statutes

· Annual Report, dated April 2003

· Articles of incorporation, May 20, 1998

· Financial report 2002, by Grant Thornton- Accounts and Business Advisors
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