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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
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This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information to member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization “Gender, Law & Development Institute.” 

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

I. Background


The Gender, Law & Development Institute was established on January 20, 1994, in the city of Rosario, Argentina, as a non-profit, nongovernmental organization with programs on human rights defense, advocacy and education for women and children for the purpose of combating violence and discrimination, pursuant to the international and inter-American human rights systems.


The Gender, Law & Development Institute obtains resources from its projects, such as the Rosario project: Human Rights City 2002, the film project “Women Deciding,” and the Cruel Treatment Project.  The Gender, Law & Development Institute participated in the organization of the XVIII National Women’s Meeting, held in Rosario, Argentina, in August 2003, and in the Advisory Committee on the Reproductive Health Program in 2002-2003.

In 2002, it signed a Technical-Academic Cooperation Agreement with the Santa Fe Ombudsman’s Office and was a jury member for the Juana Manso Prize, awarded each year by the Municipality of Rosario, Argentina, to journalists working on the gender perspective.  In 2001, it organized a film series on the human rights of women and in 2000 it organized an itinerant film project to promote the discussion of human rights.  In 1998, it launched the Regional Human Rights Training Campaign for Women and Girls.  In 1997, it signed the letter of intent for the construction of the Human Rights Community of Rosario and, later the same year, conducted a training program, with a gender perspective, for women and men. 

The Gender, Law & Development Institute is a permanent member of the Advisory Committee of the Women’s Area of the Assistant Secretariat for Social Promotion of the Municipality of Rosario, Argentina.

The Gender, Law & Development Institute filed its application with the OAS on November 12, 2003.

II. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name: 

Gender, Law & Development Institute
Address: 


España 225 1er. Piso, Departamento C




S2000DBE





Rosario, Argentina

Telephone: 


(54-341) 425-2242
Internet/e-mail address:

www.insgenar.org.or / insgenar@tau.org.ar 
Director:


Susana Chiarotti
Date established:

January 20, 1994
III. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities 


The purpose of the Gender, Law & Development Institute is human rights defense, advocacy, and education from a comprehensive and gender-sensitive perspective.  Its work focuses on the defense of human rights for women and girls so that they may enjoy a life with dignity, free from violence and discrimination.

The Institute’s activities center on:

· Promoting government policies focused on citizen participation with gender equality; 
· Promoting changes in cultural attitudes, procedures, and practices to ensure that human rights are present in people’s daily lives and that no discrimination exists for reasons of sex, age, ethnic origin, social condition or for any other reason;

· Working on human rights education with a gender focus as an instrument for strengthening citizen participation; 
· Fostering an agenda committed to enhancement of the legal and social condition of women and girls so that they may enjoy their rights; 
· Conducting research on human rights, with an emphasis on the topic of women and girls, and systematizing the results; 
· Publishing and disseminating human rights training materials and tools; 
· Publishing outreach materials on the prevention of domestic violence;

· Organizing training activities in human rights and women’s rights; 
· Participating in monitoring the fulfillment of commitments made by local, provincial, and national governments regarding the rights of women and girls; and 
· Counseling, designing, assessing, and monitoring activities in connection with legal policies and initiatives in the area of human rights, with special attention paid to the rights of women and girls. 
IV. Contributions by the Institute that could be of interest to the OAS


The Gender, Law & Development Institute will contribute to OAS activities through the promotion and dissemination of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará" (1994) by means of the following activities:

· Human rights research, advocacy, and education, with an emphasis on women and girls; 
· Publication and dissemination of training materials on the human rights of women and girls; and 
· Counseling, design, assessment, and monitoring in connection with human rights, with special attention paid to women and girls. 
V. OAS work areas to which the Institute can provide support


The activities of the Gender, Law & Development Institute correspond to several OAS work areas, such as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), and the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN). 
VI. Documents submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, November 12, 2003

· Statutes of the Gender, Law & Development Institute 
· Annual Report 2002-2003 audited by Fabiana Zampa, Public Accountant C.P.C.E.-Mat. 11.209, Province of Santa Fe, Argentina

· By-laws of the Gender, Law & Development Institute 
· Audit of the Gender, Law & Development Institute for 2002
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