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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE (AJC)

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the American Jewish Committee (AJC).  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

I. Background

The American Jewish Committee (AJC) was established in 1906 to defend freedom and democratic values.  It is an independent, nonprofit, nongovernmental organization that works worldwide to assist and support the states in strengthening democracy and respect for human rights, especially those of the Jewish population.
The AJC works to defend the values of democracy, pluralism, and coexistence among the various groups of society.  It is headquartered in New York, with 33 other offices working on programs and projects dealing with immigration, public education, human rights, and religious freedom.  In 1945, the AJC participated as a nongovernmental organization in the drafting and inclusion of the chapter on human rights protection in the United Nations Charter.  Since then, it has been registered at the United Nations headquarters in New York and affiliated in Geneva through the organization UN Watch.
The AJC has offices in Mexico City, San José (Costa Rica), and Buenos Aires, as well as in Europe.  It also conducts joint efforts with the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights of the American Jewish Committee (JBI), which has worked with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights to promote instruction on human rights in Latin American secondary education.   
The AJC receives contributions from its members and from organizations such as the Annenberg Foundation, the Arthur and Rochelle Belfer Foundation, the Best Buy Children’s Foundation, the Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation, the CAMBR Foundation, the Central Nacional-Gottesman Foundation, the Eleanor and Frank Freed Foundation, the Joyce and Irving Goldman Foundation, the Kaplen Foundation, the Pittsburgh Terminal Corporation Foundation, the Schifter Family Foundation, and the Charles E. Smith Foundation, among others.

The American Jewish Committee submitted its application on October 2, 2003.

II. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



The American Jewish Committee
Address:


1156 15 St., NW 




Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone:   


(202) 785 4200
Fax:



(202) 785 4115
Internet address:
 
www.ajc.org / 
E-mail address: 


 ogia@ajc.org
Executive Director:

David A. Harris
Date established: 

1906
President:


Harold Tanner 
Association President:

Robert E. Goodkind
Legal representative:

Jeffrey Sinensky
Washington headquarters:
Dina Siegel Vann 
III. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The AJC aims to promote observance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to strengthen the values of democracy, pluralism, and coexistence among the various groups of society. Its work focuses on: 
· Promoting and protecting human rights through educational programs at the school and professional levels.

· Creating channels of communication and cooperation through humanitarian programs the world over in response to natural disasters.

· Supporting work in the field of immigration and trade, in programs aimed at the socioeconomic and educational development of Latin America.

· Strengthening democratic structures that promote the fight against illicit drug trafficking and violence.

· Promoting government policies that strengthen democracy and ensure sustainable development in the Hemisphere. 
IV. Contributions by this CSO that could be of interest to the OAS

The AJC believes it could contribute to OAS activities through its programs to strengthen democratic institutions in the Hemisphere and to fight terrorism, illicit drugs, and all forms of discrimination and violence.  The cooperation offered by the AJC will center on:
· Building channels of communication that develop cooperation with communities having racial, ethnic, and religious differences.

· Conducting educational programs to fight violence and illicit drug trafficking.

· Promoting educational programs on human rights protection in secondary schools in Latin America, in cooperation with the Jacob Blaustein Institute. 
· Sponsoring forums, professorships, and seminars in the Americas focusing on the application of human rights and the promotion of cultural diversity in the Latin American nations.

· Support for the fight against terrorism and promotion of civil society participation in decision-making and in policy design in the Hemisphere.

· Research and publications on terrorism and threats to security and freedom.

· Conducting programs for refugees and immigrants to support the protection of their civil rights.

V. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The AJC offers to work with the OAS on specific programs intended to strengthen and protect democracy and human rights.  The organization will support OAS activities in the following areas:
· Supporting the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) in monitoring and analyzing terrorist groups and activities that might be high-risk or point to the possibility of violent acts.
· Collaborating with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), through the Jacob Blaustein Institute, to promote a culture of human rights in the Hemisphere.

· Developing joint activities with civil society to increase its participation in the design of public policy for sustainable development in the Americas.

VI. Documents submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Statutes adopted on September 11, 2000

· Annual report for 2002

· Financial report for 2002, audited by Loeb and Troupper
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