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The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and, in connection with the initial process organized by the Committee for the drafting of an Inter-American Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, has the honor of presenting a summary containing certain elements pertaining to that process, in the context of OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03).

The Permanent Mission of Chile avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., February 18, 2004
Permanent Mission OF CHILE TO THE OAS
SUMMARY:  PRELIMINARY ELEMENTS FOR THE DRAFTING OF AN
INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE
I.
INITIAL OUTLINE PROPOSED BY THE CHAIR OF THE CISC
a.
Definition of objectives
b.
Timing, which involves two issues:
· Calendar of work prior to submission of proposal to Permanent Council
· Calendar of program itself
c.
Working method, in terms of both the time required and the program itself
d.
Source:  Chapter III of the Declaration of Nuevo León, January 13, 2004
e.
Subjects to be addressed
*Institutional issues
· Democracy and human rights protection
· Institutional weaknesses
· Government reform
· Fighting corruption
*Socioeconomic issues
*Security
Addition suggested by this Mission:
*Social participation
f.
Implementation mechanisms
II.
BASIC GUIDELINES FOR THE DRAFTING OF AN INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE
1.
EXPRESS MANDATE:  Operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), adopted by the General Assembly in Santiago, Chile, in June 2003.
2.
PURPOSE OF THE MANDATE:  To draft a proposal for an Inter-American Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas
3.
RELATED BODIES:
1.
General Secretariat (UPD)
2.
Permanent Council
3.
CISC
4.
FUNDING OF ACTIVITIES LEADING TO THE DRAFTING OF THE PROGRAM [operative paragraph 5 of AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03)]:
1.
Resources allocated in the OAS program-budget
2.
Other resources (voluntary contributions and specific funds that would need to be established)
5.
Direct or immediate sources:
1. Inter-American Democratic Charter, as the Hemisphere’s primary reference point for the promotion and defense of  democratic principles and values in the Americas
2. AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03), “Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas”
3. AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas”
4. Declaration of Nuevo León.  Special Summit of the Americas, 2004

6.
Other reference instruments:
1. Resolution AG/RES. 1080 (XXI-O/91), “Representative Democracy”
2. The Santiago Commitment to Democracy and the Renewal of the Inter-American System
3. Documents generated by civil society and connected with the Program drafting process
7.
OPERATIONAL INSTRUMENT:  Inter-American Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas

8.
OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM DRAFTING PROCESS:
1. Approach and consider the objectives of the Declaration of Santiago on democratic governance as a hemispheric goal of the envisioned Program, as follows:  Address political, economic, and social challenges in order to promote credibility and public trust in democratic institutions
2. Adopt an approach that incorporates the basic components supporting the concept of democratic governance
9.
Bases for drafting the Program:
1. Agree upon an open list of all components associated or thematically linked with the notion of governance
2. Understand the program as an effort by the OAS as an institution to implement specific measures methodologically.  On the basis of an annotated plan of action, consideration should also be given to what is already being planned or under way in the OAS framework.
3. Classify those components according to spheres of action.  For example, in the area of educational reform, 1. Promote the drafting of educational plans and programs dealing with the promotion of democratic values and civic responsibility.
4. Define the mandates or commitments assumed by the states in connection with those components or spheres of action.
5. Determine work plans for efforts within the Organization--UPD, CISC, working groups.
10.
concept of democratic governance.  Key ideas
· Recognizing the lack of a clear consensus on its definition, democratic governance in the broad sense could be seen as referring to all conditions necessary to enable the public administration to function with effectiveness, legitimacy, and public support.
· The center of gravity is the citizenry.  Challenges to governance represent the sum of the many ways in which individuals and institutions, public and private, manage their common affairs.  It is an ongoing process through which conflicting, diverse interests gradually accommodate each other and proceed to undertake cooperative efforts.
/
· The concept of governance goes beyond making the sustainability of the political system a priority.  Governance involves all actions and conditions that make the governments’ democracy tasks viable.
11.
Some Components to be considered in connection with the notion of democratic governance:
/  Comments
a. Promotion of a democratic culture and of education by and for democracy.  The educational system and the formulation of educational plans or programs that teach and impart civic values.  Teaching, in schools, the value of democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and humanitarian law supports the governance of education and social participation themselves.
b. Strengthening political parties.  Promotion of the efforts of political parties or groups to foster democratic culture.  Training of future democratic leaders, focusing on the educational sphere and the existing body of knowledge on democracy.
c. Strengthening civil society participation.  Promotion of an organized citizenry’s capacity to take upon itself the solution of public issues.  Revaluation of the concept of family, community, and territorial organizations.
d. Modernizing the state, the administration of justice, and education.  Formulation of government policies for more efficient public administration (for example, public debt management), mainly in the administrative and judicial areas.  Educational reform also intersects with the topics indicated in (a) and (b) above.
e. Promoting transparency and probity.  Restoring full legitimacy to democracy by restoring the credibility of politics.  Overcoming distrust of public institutions in terms of human and financial resource management.
f. Public access to information.  Broadening the information base and implementation of e-government as a way to strengthen the responsibility of state authorities in the context of transparent administration.  Fostering adaptation by citizens to changes generated by globalization and the information society.  Promoting the use of information and connectivity technologies.
g. Human security.  In the design of government policies, addressing critical threats such as poverty and illness.  Establishing a community security environment.  Focusing the concept of security on something beyond the traditional notions of national security or public safety.
h. Hemispheric security.  Design of hemispheric policies clearly addressing “modern security threats,” such as natural disasters as terrorism.
i. Regional stability.  Ongoing, systematic efforts to address poverty, inequality, and social exclusion.  Promotion of economic growth with equity.  Verification of the values of social justice, poverty reduction, democracy, and security as factors contributing to stability.
j. Regional cooperation and humanitarian assistance.  Elements that strengthen cooperative and friendly relations among peoples of the Americas and that complement confidence-building among citizens with respect to economic and social weaknesses.
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�.	The Commission on Global Governance, Our Global Neighborhood, Oxford University Press, New York, 1995.


�.	Most of these components are from the Declaration of Neuvo León.





