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· OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Guatemala 

The Chief of Mission of the OAS Electoral Mission in Guatemala, Dr. Valentin Paniagua, presented a preliminary oral report on the general elections held on November 9th and December 29th , 2003. The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by Ambassador Victor Hugo Godoy Morales, Permanent Representative of Guatemala. 

· Recommendations on the Reports of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, pursuant to AG/RES. 1932 (XXXIII-O/03), Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy 

Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the General Committee, presented the Committee’s recommendations (CP/CG-1564/04). 

On this matter, the Council agreed as follows:

a) To hold only one special meeting of the Permanent Council to cover the topics suggested, which were “Implementation of Legislation on Access to Public Information,” “Exceptional Cases of Curtailment of Access,” and “Useful Indicators for Evaluating Access to Public Information.”  

b) To hold the meeting in the second quarter of this year, and 

c) To request the cooperation of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) with regard to the preparation of the meeting.  

The Council also decided to invite the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to include a draft resolution in its annual report to the General Assembly, encouraging member states to assist the office of the Rapporteur in its work on updating its survey of access to information in the Hemisphere.  

· Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on the Implementation and Promotion of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality [AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII/O/03)] 

Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Working Group in charge of finalizing the details of the draft program of the special meeting presented an oral progress report. The Council agreed to hold this special meeting on April 21, when Ministers and High-Ranking Authorities responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States, will be participating in the Second Ministerial Meeting on this topic. The draft program will be prepared by the working group and presented to the Council on March 3, 2004. 

· Special Meeting  of the Permanent Council on Promotion of Democratic Culture through Education [AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII/O/03)]

Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, Permanent Representative of Panama, presented the final proposal of the agenda of the special meeting, called for by resolution AG/RES. 1957.  The amendments presented by the Delegations of Ecuador and El Salvador were approved.

The Council took note of the report and approved the draft agenda ad referendum, so as to accommodate changes by delegations to be sent to the Chair of the Working Group within the next seven days in writing. The Council also agreed to hold the special meeting on March 31, 2004.

· Remodeling activities of the Main Building 

Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, made a detailed presentation on the remodeling activities in the OAS Main Building and in particular the Simon Bolivar Room.  The Council took note of the information and of the comments and observations made by delegations and agreed to refer this matter to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for further study and that it report back to the Council in due course. 
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Mechanism for Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

The Delegation of Argentina reported that the States Parties to the Mechanism for Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, meeting at headquarters of the OAS on February10, decided to convene the First meeting of the Conference of States Parties of this Mechanism, on April 1 and 2, 2004, in Washington, D.C.  Likewise, it asked that this information be sent to the Permanent Council, and that the General Secretariat distribute the convocation to all delegations.

· Cyber Security Workshop

The Delegation of Canada informed that Canada was hosting a Cyber Security Workshop in Ottawa on March 29 and 30, 2004, in order to help prepare CICTE’s contributions to the overall security strategy for the Americas. The Delegation invited all member states to participate in the workshop.

· Statement by the Delegation of Ecuador

The Delegation of Ecuador stated for the records that neither the Government of Ecuador nor the Permanent Mission to the OAS presented or offered any candidates for elections of Secretary General to the OAS that will be held in June 2004.

· Referral of reports

The Council decided to refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the following documents: 

Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Remedy of Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents (CP/doc.3823/04); and 

The Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.3826/04)

It decided further to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following documents:

Semi-annual report on CPRs funded by Regular and Specific Funds – July 1 to December 31, 2003 (CP/doc.3827/04); and the

Quarterly reports on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between October 1 and December 31, 2003, from:

The Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/doc.3825/04)

On the Peace Fund (CP/doc.3825/04 add.1)

The Office of External Relations (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 2 corr. 1)

The Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 3)

The Columbus Memorial Library (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 4)

· Condolences
The Permanent Council observed the passing of Dr. José López Portillo, former President of Mexico, who died on February 17, 2004, with a moment of silence.

· Farewell
The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador Victor Hugo Godoy Morales, who served as Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS.
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�.	 Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting CP/ACTA 1399/04.
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