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1.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3836/04)
The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights was presented by its President, Dr. Sergio García Ramírez, who first gave a summary of the report for 2003 (CP/CAJP-2131/04) then concluded with his reflections on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2131/04 add.1).
The observations and recommendations made by member states are contained in document CP/CAJP-2142/04. 
2.
Consideration of means of promoting compliance by member states with the judgments of the Court and follow-up on the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by member states  Operative paragraph 4.d of resolution AG/RES. 1925 (XXXIII-O/03), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas” 
On that topic, Dr. Sergio García Ramírez, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, said that a political mechanism must be established and implemented for following up on the judgments of the Court (and the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights), thus complementing its adjudicatory role.
Dr. José Zalaquett, President of the Commission then took the floor to support Dr. García Ramírez’ remarks and to add that the time was ripe for the Organization to take measures, before a crisis occurred concerning noncompliance with the Commission’s recommendations (and the Court’s judgments). 

Ms. Viviana Krsticevic, Executive Director of the Center for Justice and International Law (a civil society organization registered with the OAS) said that she supported the comments of the Presidents of the Court and the Commission and asked delegations “to have the courage to discuss cases of noncompliance. This is not only a possibility but an obligation under the Convention . . . explicitly to condemn noncompliance with the decisions and especially the judgments . . . and to acknowledge and applaud those who have complied with them.” She added that compliance with the Court’s judgments and the Commission’s recommendations was essential for many of the victims of human rights violations in the Hemisphere since those bodies were their final recourse in their pursuit of their rights. 

Some delegations expressed concern about the possible adverse implications of the possible establishment of a political mechanism for following up on compliance with the judgments of the Court (and the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights) since, in there view, many circumstances may stand in the way of compliance with the decisions.   “Joint Effort by the Americas to Combat Corruption and Impunity.”
3.
Study of the relationship between the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the provisions of their own statutes and of the American Convention on Human Rights  Operative paragraph 4.d of resolution AG/RES. 1925 (XXXIII-O/03), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas” 
Under that item, Dr. Sergio García Ramírez, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, reported that in November 2003 the Court had introduced amendments to its rules in order to facilitate the processing of cases, in particular with regard to: provisional measures, answer to the application and acquiescence; procedural deadlines, testimony of witnesses and expert witnessed through affidavits, and copies of briefs and attachments.
For his part, Dr. José Zalaquett, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, said that the efforts made by the Commission and the Court to amend their respective rules were in the interest of the petitioners and were intended to provide a timely response to the situations reported and thus prevent any damage caused from being irreparable.  He added that the amendments sought to lead to an understanding among the parties and, if possible, to bring about friendly settlements (the number of which had increased in recent years).
4. {Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, on the outcome of the studies conducted by the Committee, pursuant to the mandates of General Assembly resolutions 1917 (XXXIII-O/03), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights” (operative paragraph 5); and AG/RES. 1925 (XXXIII-O/03): “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas” (operative paragraph 4.a).
The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, informed the delegations that that Committee was not in a position to respond to the requests to increase the budgets of the organs of the inter-American system for the protection and promotion of human rights and added that:
· There had not been an increase in the member state quotas since 1996 despite a significant increase in the number of mandates given to the Organization.
· The organs of the inter-American system for the protection and promotion of human rights have a budget larger than for any other topic in the Organization.
· Achieving short-term increases in the Court’s and the Commission’s budgets does not appear to be a realistic goal. 

· He regretted that the boards of both organs would have to seek external resources to function adequately.
/
	�	The President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights reported that the Commission received support from the European system, which was funding 40% of its operating costs.
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