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1.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3844/04)

· Presentation by the President of the Commission, Dr. José Zalaquett


As the meeting began, the Chair informed the delegations of a note received that morning, March 18, in which the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Dr. Santiago Cantón, informed the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), that Dr. José Zalaquett, President of the IACHR, had delegated to him the task of presenting the annual report of the Commission.


In response to that note, and in the light of Article 35.f of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair proceeded to read aloud the articles of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR that provide that the Commission is to be represented by its president and, by delegation, by its vice presidents and the other members of the Commission.  The Chair then offered the floor to the delegations for their comments and a decision as to how to proceed, while still formally receiving the Annual Report of the IACHR, in keeping with Article 35.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.


Some delegations stated that, for the member states, the presence of representatives of the Commission at the time of presentation of its annual report was not only an opportunity for direct dialogue on the various concerns pertaining to each state but a unique occasion for the member states, meeting in the context of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, to present their comments to the IACHR while they prepare the observations and recommendations which the Permanent Council is to present to the General Assembly in due course.


Other delegations said this was unprecedented in the Organization, and that accepting the presentation of the Annual Report of the IACHR by its Executive Secretariat would set a negative precedent at the OAS.  This was because it would involve making exceptions to the Rules of Procedure of the Commission itself, which can be amended only by the Commission, according to its Statute, which is adopted by the General Assembly.


Some delegations proposed that consideration of the Annual Report of the Commission begin on an informal basis, so as not to waste the services hired, and in view of the CAJP’s tight schedule of activities in preparation for the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.


Other delegations indicated that the report had only been received the previous Friday and that, in view of the size of the document, it would be advisable to postpone its consideration so that the necessary consultations could be carried out.

The delegations were unable to arrive at a consensus.  A number of them said they were placing their trust in the Chair of the CAJP and would support the Chair’s decision on the matter without objection.

For his part, the representative of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, in response to a query by a delegation, replied that the CAJP does not have the authority to modify what is stipulated in the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR.



The Chair made clear that the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs recognized the important work performed by the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR.  It stated, however, that, since it had been deemed essential to preserve and respect certain institutional aspects of the historical relationship between the IACHR and the OAS member states, the meeting would be adjourned and, on a future date, the member states and the Commission, including a representative of the Commission, would be convened to consider the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.


Accordingly, the Chair announced that a meeting would be convened for March 29, 2004, at 2:30 p.m., in the Hall of the Americas, and that a note would be sent to the President of the IACHR inviting him to attend.

ATTACHMENT

March 19, 2004
Dear Dr. Zalaquett:

I have the pleasure of addressing you to report that, at its meeting held yesterday, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), in accordance with applicable rules, formally received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of which you are President, officially classified as document CP/doc.3488/04.

The members of the CAJP regretted that it was not possible for you or another member of the Commission to be present at yesterday’s meeting as planned, so as to initiate the always fruitful dialogue between the member states and the members of the IACHR.

Accordingly, and for that same purpose, I am pleased to report that the CAJP, through me, has decided to issue you a new invitation to attend the meeting that will be held on March 29, 2004, at 2:30 p.m., in the Hall of the Americas.

Juan Manuel Castulovich

Permanent Representative of Panama

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
Dr. José Zalaquett
President
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
Washington, D.C.  20006
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