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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON THE

“PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS

AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY”

With the participation of the General Secretariat

through the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), 

the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), and

the Secretariat for the Summit Process

ANNOTATED SCHEDULE


Date:
Wednesday, April 21, 2004


Time:
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.


Place:
Hall of the Americas

Objective of the meeting

The Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), adopted by the OAS General Assembly in 2000, was a milestone, which left behind it consideration of policies on “women’s issues” in order to “mainstream a gender perspective into the Hemisphere’s programs and policies.”

The gender perspective started to be considered and viewed as the way for men and women to participate in and benefit, on an equal footing, from all aspects of life.  In 2001, for the first time, the Third Summit of the Americas devoted a special chapter to gender–in addition to including it in some areas–and supported the IAP.  During the same year, the Democratic Charter did likewise and proposed strategies aimed at the full participation of women in political life (Article 28).

At its thirty-third regular session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), requested the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the Inter-American Program, to consider convening a special meeting, in conjunction with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and with the participation of civil society organizations, in order to move forward with the implementation of the IAP and to continue promoting, in coordination with the CIM and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), activities associated with women’s participation in political processes, in follow-up to the special session held in November 2002 at the Organization’s headquarters.
In accordance with the document drawn up by ECOSOC in 1997, mainstreaming a gender perspective is “a strategy for making women’s as well as men’s concerns and experiences an integral dimension of the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programmes in all political, economic and societal spheres...”  (ECOSOC Agreed Conclusions – 1997/2, July 18, 1997).  Regarding this, the IAP’s first recommendation to the governments of the member states is to: “formulate public policies and strategies and implement actions aimed at promoting the human rights of women and gender equality in all spheres of public and private life.”

Because of the above, it has been deemed necessary to expand the issue of development and application of policies and strategies to mainstream a gender perspective, at the inter-American level and especially in national public policies.  Furthermore, in view of the importance of the Summits of the Americas process and its central role in structuring and integrating the Inter-American agenda, it was deemed equally important to consider the topic of gender in the Summit process.

The direct participation of women who play a part in negotiations on Summit preparation and who are actively involved in high-level posts in their own countries will make it possible not only to take stock of what has happened in the past but also to compile proposals for future Summits and international forums, and their direct applications in national policies, where the gender perspective will be “naturally” integrated in each and every area, and the objective of the Inter-American Program will be fully achieved.

Women who hold high-level positions in their respective governments, and who play an active role in the negotiations for Summit preparation, are well positioned not only to analyze what has happened in the past but also to compile proposals for future Summits and other international forums.  Their involvement in national policy -making will, hopefully, one day make it possible to systematically and consistently integrate a gender perspective into their respective areas, thus fully complying with the objectives of the IAP. 

Panel I. 
Gender at the Summits of the Americas

This session is aimed at reviewing the mandates regarding the topic of gender and women’s participation, issued by the Summits of the Americas from Miami to Monterrey.  It will provide an overview of the progress made to date on pending challenges to implement these mandates; it will also examine the need to develop indicators and better monitoring mechanisms.  Comments will also be made about the importance of continuing to strengthen this topic for the Fourth Summit in Argentina.

Panel II. 
Follow-up on the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on Women’s Participation in Political Processes

In November 2002, in fulfillment of the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02), “Promotion of Democracy,” a special meeting was held on the topic: “Women’s participation in political processes.”  The present session intends to pick up the topic of the previous Special Meeting; continue consideration of the challenges, opportunities, and scope of women’s participation in spheres of power, not only in political parties but also in government; and make further recommendations to build up the participation of women in politics and in high-level decision-making posts, pursuant to the mandates of the Quebec Summit and the Democratic Charter, and to advance in the implementation of the Inter-American Program.

Panel III. 
Follow-up on the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)
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The issue of gender and sectoral policies will be addressed:  how to mainstream a gender perspective, challenges, and inter-ministerial collaboration.  The IAP is the first instrument adopted by the OAS with specific suggestions to governments to mainstream a gender perspective into public policies and with concrete mandates for the General Secretariat and the CIM.  In its four years of implementation, the Program has achieved major progress, which has to be built up by the joint efforts of all government bodies through a multi-sectoral approach to this issue.  This forum is highly appropriate as it will facilitate the exchange of ideas between the representatives of national mechanisms of women and women officials in high-level political posts that mutually support each other in implementing the IAP and achieving their ultimate aim:  equality between men and women.

Panel IV.
Civil Society

In fulfillment of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), which sets forth the scope of civil society participation in OAS activities, its political bodies and attendance of their meetings, and resolution 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), calling for “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” this meeting will make it possible to exchange ideas on the policies and actions developed by member states and civil society to fulfill the mandates of the Summits and the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP).  It is expected that this exchange will generate innovative ideas to strengthen collaboration between official bodies and nongovernmental organizations in their efforts to achieve gender equality and equity in the Hemisphere.
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