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Summary of the meeting held on December 15, 2003


On December 15, 2003, the Committee held its sixth meeting to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-610/03.  The Chair opened the meeting at 10:45 a.m.

1. Declaration on Security in the Americas (Special Conference on Security, October 27-28, 2003, Mexico) and organization of the Committee’s work for the period January-May 2004
The Chair reported on the request of December 3, 2003, made by the Permanent Council to the Committee to study the Declaration on Security in the Americas and make recommendations to the General Assembly. This Declaration, document CES/DEC.1/03, emanated from the Special Conference on Security, held on October 27 and 28, 2003, in Mexico City, Mexico, in keeping with the respective General Assembly mandates.  The Committee agreed with the Chair’s proposal to avail itself of the occasion to define the work method to be used to comply with the request of the Permanent Council, taking into consideration the Committee’s Work Plan, adopted on September 15, 2003, and containing the General Assembly mandates.
The following delegations took the floor:  Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and United States.

It was decided that the Committee would carry out the tasks expressly recommended by the Special Conference and address the topics specifically mentioned in the Declaration.  It was also decided that, to fulfill the coordination and cooperation role proposed by the Conference, the Committee would contact the organs, agencies, entities, and organizations identified in the Declaration, as well as others to be determined by the members of the Committee, to inform them of the content of the Declaration and request that information be presented regarding their pertinent activities.  The Chair agreed to prepare a work program for the period January-May 2004, which would contain the topics assigned by the General Assembly and the recommendations of the Special Conference.  He indicated that, in view of the complex nature of different mandates, consideration thereof would entail their renewal.


The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines reported on the agenda being developed for the meeting of the Committee to be held to consider the topic “Special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean,” in keeping with the Committee’s Work Plan.  In addition, the delegation of Costa Rica reported that it would present to the Chair some suggestions for the organization of the meeting of the Committee on the topic “The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region.”
2. Reports of the chairs of the working groups of the Committee

Discussion of this topic was postponed until 2004.

The delegation of the United States reported on the tentative schedule of meetings of the Working Group to Finalize the Study and Recommendations on Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues, chaired by Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS.
3. Humanitarian Action against Mines in Latin America:  Public-Private Alliance

The delegation of the United States gave a presentation on humanitarian action against mines in Latin America, and underscored the importance of an alliance between the public and private sectors to resolve the problem of mines.  It indicated that humanitarian action against mines was a collective term to refer to humanitarian mine-clearing, landmine awareness activities, victim assistance, and research into and development of technology to counteract devices and alternatives to landmines.  It also reported on the Landmine Awareness Festival, to be held January 23-25, 2004, in Miami, Florida, being organized by the South Florida Landmine Action Group (SFLAG), the U.S. Department of State, and the organization People to People International.

The meeting closed at 12:45 p.m.
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