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Summary of the meeting of February 17, 2004


The Committee held its seventh meeting on February 17, 2004, to consider the matters on the order of business, document CP/CSH-611/04.  The Chair opened the meeting at 10:55 a.m.

1.
Orientation of the tasks of the Committee

The Committee considered the organization of its tasks for the period January to May 2004, taking into account the General Assembly mandates, according to the Work Plan of the Committee (document CP/CSH-596/03 rev. 1); the recommendations of the Special Conference on Security, contained in the Declaration on Security in the Americas (CES/DEC. 1/03 rev. 1); and a draft calendar of meetings for the Committee and its working groups, presented by the Chair.

The Committee took into account the limited time remaining before the next regular session of the General Assembly, the amount of time necessary for conclusion of the work of the Committee’s two groups, the importance of considering all the topics and not identifying any of them as priorities, and extreme poverty as one of the new threats to security.

In that connection, it was decided to amend the draft calendar of meetings, including the corresponding resolutions, and to update the Committee’s Work Plan, incorporating activities that might arise from the recommendations of the Special Conference on Security.  The Committee also decided to consider the topic of extreme poverty from the viewpoint of its impact on hemispheric security at the next meeting (scheduled for March 2, 2004), with the participation of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

The delegation of Mexico presented two documents prepared on the basis of the Declaration on Security in the Americas:  a table showing the mandates issued and subjects addressed in the Declaration and an aide-mémoire summarizing the Declaration.  Both documents were distributed at the meeting.

The following delegations commented on this subject:  Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, and Venezuela.

2.
Other business
a.
Seminar on identification, collection, and administration of arsenals and destruction of small arms and light weapons

At the request of the delegation of Nicaragua, the Chair announced that a seminar would be held on the identification, collection, and administration of arsenals and the destruction of small arms and light weapons in Managua, Nicaragua, in May 2004, in keeping with operative paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1968 (XXXIII-O/03), “Proliferation of and Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons.”  The delegation of Nicaragua was to present further information on this subject at the Committee’s next meeting.

The meeting concluded at 12:36 p.m.
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