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Summary of the meeting of March 2, 2004


The Chair called the eighth meeting to order at 10:20 a.m. to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-612/04.

1. Critical poverty and security

As agreed to at its previous meeting, on February 17, 2004, the Committee considered the topic of critical poverty and its impact on hemispheric security.  The Chair introduced the topic in the context of the Declaration on Security in the Americas and referred in particular to paragraph 4 and new threats to security.
Presentations were made by two representatives of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB):
i. Mr. Carlos M. Jarque, Manager of the Sustainable Development Department, who spoke on the Bank’s Sectoral Strategies: Toward sustainable and equitable development for poverty reduction; and
ii. Mr. Edmundo Jarquin, Chief of the Government and Civil Society Division, who addressed the matter of “Poverty and Security: Links and Challenges.”  

The first speaker presented an overview of the topic, whereas the second discussed it in the specific context of its links to new threats, concerns, and other challenges to security in the Americas, indicating that poverty contributed to or was inherent in them.  Mr. Jarquin concluded that the Declaration on Security in the Americas (CES/DEC. 1/03 rev. 1) established a causal relationship between human and state security as well as between poverty and human security and therefore a causal relationship between poverty and security in general, including state security.
The following delegations commented on the presentations and some of them asked Mr. Jarquin questions: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, and Venezuela.
2. Cooperation and coordination in implementing, evaluating, and following up on the Declaration
The Committee considered the recommendation of the Special Conference on Security set out in paragraphs 43 and 44 of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, concerning the Committee’s role in implementing, evaluating, and following up on the Declaration.  In view of the impact of that recommendation on the Committee’s agenda, the Chair prepared a document citing the Declaration with respect to the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system and the subregional, regional, and international institutions and mechanisms whose possible cooperation with the Committee in this effort was suggested (document CP/CSH-596/03 rev. 1 add. 2).
With regard to how to proceed on that question, the meeting decided to invite those entities, among others, to make presentations to the Committee on their agendas and on activities related to hemispheric security and the specific points identified in the Declaration.  Likewise, it was decided that the Committee’s coordination efforts should continue until the next working session (after the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly) and include consideration of the commitments made by the member states in the Declaration on inter-American and international conventions and on hemispheric meetings.  It was also agreed that the delegation of Canada should help the Chair to incorporate the proposed amendments to document CP/CSH-596/03 rev. 1 add. 2 regarding other entities that might cooperate with the Committee.  It was indicated that paragraph 49, on the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), had been inadvertently omitted and the meeting decided to include it.
The meeting also considered the document prepared by the Secretariat of the Permanent Council in consultation with the Chair on the schedule of meetings and the specific tasks recommended for the Committee in the Declaration (CP/CSH-596/03 rev. 1 add. 1).  It was decided that that document would be very useful in organizing the Committee’s work but that the topic “arms” should be reorganized to allow small arms and light weapons to be dealt with separately. Lastly, it was agreed that delegations with a special interest in any of the Committee’s topics should help to draw up the agendas for the corresponding meetings.  

The following delegations commented on that matter:  Brazil, Canada, the United States, and Mexico.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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