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Summary of the meeting of March 11, 2004


The meeting, chaired by Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, was held to consider the items on the order of business (CP/CISC-103/04).

1.
Preparation of a proposed “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” [operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03)] “Inputs for Preparation of the Program” (CP/CISC-99/04 and CP/CISC-99/04 corr. 1)
/

The Chair reminded delegations that, at the previous meeting, the Committee had started to work on implementation of operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), which instructed the Permanent Council “to prepare, on the basis of the decisions of the Heads of State and Government at the Special Summit of the Americas, and with support from the UPD, a proposed ‘Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,’ to be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.”


He said that, at that time, the Committee had set a deadline for delegations to present comments in writing and had decided that, with technical assistance from the UPD, a document would be presented consolidating the various proposals.  That document, entitled “Inputs for Preparation of the Program (CP/CISC-99/04 and CP/CISC-99/04 corr. 1) had been prepared on the basis of contributions from the delegations of Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Chile, El Salvador, Mexico, the United States, and Uruguay, the texts of which had been distributed in due course by the Secretariat.

At the meeting, the Executive Secretary of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) introduced the document.  After hearing comments on it by member state representatives, the meeting decided, on the basis of discussions at the previous meeting and in light of the written proposals submitted by delegations and the views expressed at the current meeting, that the UPD would prepare a document containing the draft Proposed Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, which would also include inputs from the Unit for Social Development and Education (USDE), give examples of specific activities that, in its view, could result in implementation of the states’ proposals, be developed within the spheres of the UPD and UDSE, and allow for execution of said activities during the period from June 2004 to May 2005.

2.
Consideration of applications received from the following civil society organizations:

-
Association for the Prevention of Torture (CP/CISC-83/04)

-
Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights Center (CP/CISC-84/04)

-
Panamerican Federation of Consultants (FEPAC) (CP/CISC-85/04)
-
Centre d’études interaméricaines – Laval University (CP/CISC-86/04)

-
EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios (CP/CISC-87/04)
-
Latin American Banking Federation (FELABAN) (CP/CISC-88/04)
-
Cultural Survival (CP/CISC-89/04)

-
Latin American Confederation of Tourism Organizations (COTAL) (CP/CISC-90/94)

-
International Center of Juridical Investigation Foundation (CP/CISC-91/04)

-
Eugenio Mendoza Foundation (CP/CISC-92/04)

-
International Center for Missing and Exploited Children (CP/CISC-93/04)

-
Inter-American Dialogue (CP/CISC-94/04)

-
International Planned Parenthood Federation (CP/CISC-95/04)

-
Penal Reform International (PRI) (CP/CISC-96/04)

-
Gender, Law, and Development Institute (CP/CISC-97/04)

-
The American Jewish Committee (CP/CISC-98/04)


At the request of the Venezuelan delegation, action on the application presented by the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation (CP/CISC-92/04) was postponed.  The Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that the remaining 15 applications be approved for inclusion on the OAS register of civil society organizations.  To that end, the Chair would present the respective report to the Council at its next meeting.

3. Draft resolution “Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summit of the Americas Process” [operative paragraph 6 of AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03)] (CP/CISC-102/04)

Said draft resolution (CP/CISC-102/04) was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process at the request of the Chair, in accordance with the Committee’s work plan, pursuant to the mandate given in operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” in which the Permanent Council was requested to create a specific fund for voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities.


Following the presentation of the draft by the Secretariat for the Summit Process and preliminary comments by delegations, the Committee decided to discuss a corrected version of the text at its next meeting.

4. Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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