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The Committee on Hemispheric Security held its ninth meeting on Tuesday, March 23, 2004, under the chairmanship of the Second Vice-Chair, Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS.  The meeting was convened to consider particular aspects of the General Assembly resolution "Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas" [AG/RES. 1967 (XXXIII-O/03)], as set out in the Order of Business (document CP/CSH-614/04).
1. Introductory remarks by the Chair


The Chair opened the meeting with general remarks on the background of the General Assembly resolution under consideration, pointing out that since 1991 transparency and confidence- and security-building have been priority OAS agenda items. The Chair stressed the importance of discussing this resolution in the context of the definition of security as "diverse in nature and multidimensional in scope", established in the Declaration of Bridgetown [AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-O/02)], and of reviewing the existing common approaches and measures to ensure that they adequately address the new and non-traditional threats, concerns and challenges to security.  The Chair also stated that, the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security (Mexico, October 2003), is essentially about transparency and confidence- and security-building, and for that reason, it must be considered in any discussion on the topic.
2. Presentation by the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS on the Declaration on Security in the Americas (Mexico, 2003) in the context of confidence- and security-building

The delegation of Mexico made a presentation on the Declaration on Security in the Americas, placing it against the backdrop of the steps taken by the Organization to increase transparency and build confidence- and security, including through the adoption of measures (CSBMs). This delegation stated that these measures have contributed to strengthening security, protecting peace and to the development of the states of the Americas. The delegation also noted that member states express in the Declaration their commitment to transparency and to the adoption of new CSBMs. 

The delegation of the United States presented three publications on: World Military Expenditures; Confidence- and Security-Building Measures; and Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the ASEAN Region. A CD-Rom which contains these documents was also presented. These publications and the CD-Rom were distributed to the delegations present.


The delegations of Brazil, Chile and the United States intervened on this item.  The delegations of Brazil and the United States proposed that the term “confidence- and security-building” should be changed to ensure that the new aspects of security, as set out in the Declaration of Bridgetown, are taken into account.
3. Presentation by the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs on the UN Register of Conventional Arms and the International Standardized Reporting on Military Expenditures 


Dr. Nazir Kamal of the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs (UN DDA) made a presentation on the two United Nations instruments addressed in operative paragraph 10 of the General Assembly resolution under consideration: the Register of Conventional Arms and the International Standardized Reporting on Military Expenditures.  Dr. Kamal focused on the success of these two instruments in increasing transparency and fostering confidence among states worldwide, demonstrated by the marked increase in participation in the last three years, including those from Latin America and the Caribbean: over 80 countries participate in the instrument on military expenditures and 130 in the Register of Conventional Arms. Currently, 26 OAS member states participate in the Register of Conventional Arms and 17 in the instrument on military expenditures. He stressed however that universal participation in these instruments is yet to be achieved.  He informed the meeting that the UN DDA is actively encouraging participation in these instruments through workshops to train government officials and by facilitating governmental meetings, and that the high level of participation by this region (the Americas) has set an example and therefore contributed to this effort.  


Dr. Kamal reported that there have been important developments on the Register: the expansion of the definition of two categories of weapons and the reduction of the threshold for certain types of weapons, thereby making the Register more relevant to more regions in the world, particularly Africa. 

Dr. Kamal made available publications and handouts on both instruments, including forms for reporting, and stressed the need for Nil Reports.


The delegations of Brazil, Canada and the United States commented on the presentation and on these two instruments.
4. Presentation by the General Secretariat on the Organization of American States Information System (OASIS) 

Mr. Jorge Mario Eastman, Coordinator for Hemispheric Security Affairs of the General Secretariat, made a presentation on the Organization of American States Information System (OASIS), which has been completed as requested in operative paragraph 11 of the General Assembly resolution under consideration.  Mr. Eastman explained the objectives of the System, its origins and the progress made in establishing it, noting that it was financed by the United States government and that technical support was provided by the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) in developing and setting up the System.  He informed that the System is fully installed and operational, and is secure in that it provides different levels of access for member states and the public. The OASIS provides an easily accessible database of CSBMs; makes the collection of information on CSBMs easier; allows for follow-up on and analysis of bilateral, subregional, regional and hemispheric CSBMs; allows member states access to all the information registered; and facilitates immediate updates, announcements, questions and answers.


Mr. Eastman proposed that the project can be further developed to produce statistical annual, biannual and quarterly reports on the application of CSBMs, compliance by member states, and training of managers in each state.  He pointed out that this expansion would cost approximately between $10,000.00 and $15,000.00.


In response to questions by the delegations, Mr. Eastman reiterated that the System was designed to deal specifically with the CSBMs adopted in Santiago (1995) and San Salvador (1998), but that it could be adjusted to deal with other information as the member states might decide. 

The delegations of Brazil, Chile and the United States commented on the presentation and the System, noting that it was very well designed and useful for member states.

5. Presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board on regional and extra-regional confidence- and security-building measures

Colonel Jose Rafael Gonzalez Villamil, Assistant Director of the International Staff of the Inter-American Defense Board, made a presentation on the regional and extra-regional CSBMs, in compliance with the General Assembly request set out in operative paragraph 9 of the resolution under consideration.  This presentation provided a review of the measures adopted within the framework of the OAS –Santiago 1995 and San Salvador 1998– and demonstrated the level of application of each by member states in 2000, 2001 and 2002.  CSBMs adopted in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and Africa are also being compiled and analyzed by the Board, and the presentation included examples of the kinds of measures implemented in each of these regions.  


The delegations of Canada, Ecuador and Honduras commented on the presentation.

6. Presentation by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs on the Status of signatures and ratifications of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions 

Mr. Reinaldo Rodriguez, Legal Officer in the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, presented a report on the status of signatures and ratifications of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, noting that the Convention entered into force in October 2002 and that to date 20 OAS member states have signed the Convention and eight of them have ratified it.
7. Establishment of a Date for the Committee to meet as the Forum for Confidence- and Security Building Measures 


The Committee considered the request by the General Assembly in operative paragraph 5 of the resolution under consideration, which is reiterated in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and, bearing in mind that the topic requires full and in-depth discussion, decided that the Committee would meet as the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in 2005.  It was also agreed that the Forum would review and evaluate the existing confidence- and security-building measures, would consider and, if necessary, propose new CSBMs, and that member states would present to the Forum reports on their implementation of the CSBMs adopted in Santiago in 1995, San Salvador in 1998 and in Miami in 2003
8. Identification of the OAS bodies and other national, subregional and regional institutions that would report on their development of specific confidence-enhancing measures as indicated in the Illustrative List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (Miami, 2003) (operative paragraph 6)
The Committee agreed that all relevant OAS organs, agencies and entities should be invited to report to the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures on their development of specific CSBMs as indicated in the Illustrative List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (Miami, 2003), to comply with operative paragraph 6 of the General Assembly resolution under consideration.  It was also agreed that the Fund for Peace, the Central American Integration System and the technical bodies of the OAS would be invited as well.  It was further agreed that member states would submit to the Permanent Council Secretariat by March 31, 2004, written suggestions on any other bodies they consider should be invited to the Forum for this purpose. 

The delegations of Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and the United States intervened on this item. 
9. Recommendations to the Thirty-fourth Regular Session of the General Assembly


The delegation of the United States presented a draft resolution on transparency and confidence-and security-building in the Americas. The Committee took note of the document and decided to consider it at a future date.  The Chair requested that member states forward to the Chair any additional issues they would like to include in the draft resolution under this item.

10. Other business
a. 
Seminar on identification, collection and destruction of stockpiles of arms
Ambassador Carmen Gutierrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua informed that the Seminar mandated by the General Assembly [resolution AG/RES. 1968 (XXXIII-O/03), "Proliferation and Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons"], will be held on May 13, 2004 in Managua, Nicaragua.  The Seminar is being organized by Nicaragua with the assistance of the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UNLiREC) and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).
The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP12478E01�








