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The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants and has the honor of referring to its note of March 19, 2004, and to the meeting of March 9, in which the delegations were asked for their preliminary comments on the document presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2038/03) and additional suggestions for the drafting of an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants.

As for the tasks and aim of the working group, it should be noted that the initiative is of the highest importance to our country, in particular given our status as country of origin and, to a lesser degree, of transit and destination of migrants.

The valuable document presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is an excellent point of departure and, in our opinion, brings together the roles of the various actors, i.e., state, society, and migrants, in a very positive way.  The variables relating to gender and ethnic groups make it possible to address the question of discrimination affecting migrants in a globalized world subject to xenophobia.  The sections on judicial guarantees and protections, personal freedom, and labor rights provide a suitable framework for approaching the topic of actions to be taken, which are at the center of the program.  Also essential is the methodology of approaching objectives followed by concrete activities for attaining them.

We agree with other delegations that the process of drafting an Inter-American Program should begin with review of, and familiarization with, the work done by the OAS and other institutions in this area.  In this sense, we support the holding of a meeting with their representatives and the working group.

Lastly, we wish to express our interest in having the final draft Inter-American Program, however it turns out to be, deal with the following issues:

1.
Cooperation to prevent migration, especially when related to socioeconomic causes, where the difference in living standards among the various countries in the region, in labor and social terms, among others, plays a fundamental role.

2.
Treatment of persons who become migrants for reasons such as violence, political circumstances, or natural disasters.

3.
The view receiving societies have of migrants, especially in terms of education and awareness.

4.
Treatment of at-risk groups such as minors, persons with disabilities, etc.

5.
Without prejudice to the right of states to regulate the entry and presence of persons in their territories, promote also an awareness of their duty to respect the rights of migrants, which should be reflected in regulations, laws, standards, etc., on the subject.

6.
In the Declaration of Nuevo León, the leaders of the Americas spoke on the need to reduce the cost of remittances.  Taking into account that the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) has estimated remittances to Latin America at about 40 billion dollars, exceeding foreign aid and direct investments, it is of prime importance to include this topic in the Program.  In the case of Colombia, in December 2003 legislation was adopted to make remittances sent by Colombians living abroad to their families exempt from a tax of 3%.

7.
It is also appropriate for the draft Inter-American Program to address themes such as economic participation (the need for rules to facilitate the transmittal of resources and their channeling to savings or investment has already been mentioned); transnational networks allowing for communication among migrants on issues of common interest, and for communication among migrants, the receiving country, and the country of origin; social protection and education, for the design of public policies aimed at reducing the vulnerability of migrants abroad in terms of wages, pensions, health, access to education, standardization of degrees, etc.; culture, to promote respect for, preserve, and strengthen the cultural identity and values of migrants; and political participation.

We reaffirm our wish to participate and collaborate actively with the group in its efforts, to develop the proposals, and to include new ones as the work unfolds.

The Permanent Mission of Colombia avails itself of the opportunity to present to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants the assurances of its highest consideration.
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