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Excellency:


I have the pleasure to address Your Excellency to attach hereto a proposal for a new operative paragraph for inclusion in the draft resolution “Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas,” presented by the delegation of the United States of America, and now before the Committee you chair for consideration.


I would be very grateful if you would kindly arrange for the aforementioned proposal to be distributed to the delegations of the member states.


Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Maria Tamayo-Arnal


Ambassador, Permanent Representative

His Excellency
Ambassador Luis Enrique Chase Plate

Permanent Representative of Paraguay and

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Proposal presented by Bolivia

New operative paragraph 8 for inclusion in the draft resolution on

transparency and confidence- and security-building measures,

presented by the delegation of the United States


“To recommend to the countries of the Hemisphere in pertinent cases to utilize or to continue to utilize confidence- and security-building measures, so that settlement may be achieved, as soon as possible, of ongoing disputes by means of negotiated agreements inspired by justice and full respect for international law and the treaties in force.”


The proposed wording is based on two declarations of the Organization of American States.  The first is the 1995 Declaration of Santiago on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, which in part reads:  “The governments of the Hemisphere attach special priority to identifying the risks, threats and challenges facing the Americas on the threshold of the next millennium, and to promoting an international climate of confidence, trust, and peace based on cooperation in accordance with the objectives and principles of the OAS Charter.  In this context, they commit their efforts toward achieving, as soon as possible, the settlement of ongoing disputes by means of negotiated agreements, inspired by justice and full respect for international law and the treaties in force.”


The second textual reference is the 2003 Declaration on Security in the Americas, which in part reads:  “The states in the Hemisphere acknowledge the need to find prompt and peaceful solutions to the controversies that persist in the Hemisphere and undertake to make every effort to reach negotiated agreements based on justice and full respect for international law and treaties in force.”  In addition, paragraph 7, on commitments and cooperation measures, reads:  “Furthermore, we commit to support actions taken by member states involved in disputes that still exist in the Hemisphere to achieve a negotiated peaceful solution of these disputes, so that the Hemisphere may be consolidated as a more stable and secure region.”

The point we wish to underscore is the pertinence of practical application of confidence-building measures so as to foster the best possible climate for communication and dialogue to find peaceful solutions to the controversies persisting in the Hemisphere.  We are convinced that it is precisely controversies persisting among states that lend pertinence to the use of confidence-building measures, as such measures will generate better opportunities for successful resolution of differences.  To the extent that a climate of transparency and confidence is generated among states, there will be greater motivation for them to resolve their differences.


The proposed paragraph includes the phrase “in pertinent cases” precisely to limit the scope of the recommendation to those states that consider that they have disputes still to be settled.


Lastly, the said paragraph includes the phrase “to utilize or to continue to utilize confidence- and security-building measures” in order to underscore the fact that processes are now under way in which the states of the Hemisphere are implementing such measures in order to resolve controversies that persist among them.
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