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REPORT OF THE CHAIR TRANSMITTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPLICATIONS BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO

PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES UNDER ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES

[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

I.
INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new committee–the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)–has been charged with coordinating the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas and coordinating civil society participation in OAS activities.

In pursuance of the mandate issued in operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99), the then Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities prepared guidelines for the participation of such organizations.  These guidelines were adopted by the Permanent Council on December 15, 1999, by way of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and later endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00). 

In addition, the Permanent Council, in accordance with the instructions given by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), adopted resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), containing strategies to increase and strengthen civil society participation in OAS activities.  This resolution was ratified through resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), whereby the General Assembly instructed the Inter-American Council for Integral development (CIDI) and the General Secretariat, in addition to the Permanent Council, to facilitate their implementation, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities.  To date, 93 civil society organizations have been entered in the OAS register of civil society organizations.

II. CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS

A.
EUGENIO MENDOZA FOUNDATION [CP/CISC-92/04]

At the CISC meeting of March 11, 2004, consideration of the application by the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation, document CP/CISC-92/04, was postponed at the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, where that organization is located, since the Mission had requested additional time to study the application.
This matter was again placed on the order of business at the CISC meeting this past April 15 (CP/CISC-107/04) and at the Permanent Council meeting of April 27 (CP/CISC-112/04).  On those occasions, at the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, it was decided to resubmit the application to the Permanent Council for consideration.  The documents on this matter are attached hereto as Appendix I.
B.
ANDEAN COMMISSION OF JURISTS (CP/CISC-65/03)

At its meeting of October 17, 2003, the CISC considered, among other matters, the application of the Andean Commission of Jurists to participate in OAS activities, document CP/CISC-65/04, which is attached to this report as Appendix II.  At that time, the Committee which I chair, at the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, decided to postpone its decision on this application.
On April 19, 2004, the Chair received a communication from the Permanent Mission of Peru (CP/CISC-109/04) requesting that the topic be placed on the order of business of the CISC.  That communication is attached to this report as Appendix III.  The subject was addressed at the Committee meeting of April 26.  On that occasion, the members of the CISC decided to recommend that the Permanent Council approve the application of the Andean Commission of Jurists.
III.
RECOMMENDATIONS

In keeping with Article 6 of the Guidelines, I hereby place before the Permanent Council for consideration the Committee’s recommendation that the Council approve the participation of the Andean Commission of Jurists in OAS activities and that it be entered in the OAS register of civil society organizations. 

In addition, the application by the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation is before the Permanent Council for consideration.


Rodolfo Hugo Gil


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina


Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management

and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES
APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES
FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
(EUGENIO MENDOZA FOUNDATION)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE EUGENIO MENDOZA FOUNDATION
This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information to member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization, Eugenio Mendoza Foundation.
The information contained in this report corresponds to resolution CP/RES. 759 "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation pursuant to the aforementioned Guidelines.
I. Background
Eugenio Mendoza Goitica and Luisa Rodríguez de Mendoza began promoting and carrying out corporate and community social responsibility activities, with a special emphasis on child care, on April 20, 1945.  That day they founded the Anti-Polio Hospital in Caracas, Venezuela, with support from the Rockefeller Foundation.  Later, the hospital changed its name to the Children’s Orthopedic Hospital.  Other organizations were then established, such as the Eugenio Andrés Mendoza foundation in Maracaibo and the Rafael García Osirio foundation in Magdalena; the Catia and Castellana youth centers, and a school named Martínez Centeno.
The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation was founded in November 1951 in order to contribute to improvements in agriculture, the promotion of cultural activities, and child care.  The Foundation began its work with children at the Luisa Goiticoa Community School, which aimed to provide medical care and assistance for the child population.  For the past eleven (11) years, the Foundation has provided assistance to 6, 450 people in their own communities and to 80,457 children under six years of age in child care centers and schools.
The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation’s educational work consists of developing pre-school education programs and helping to formulate government policies, as it did during the process of making pre-school education an official part of the Venezuelan educational system and with the establishment in 1971 of recreation centers for children of pre-school age.  The Foundation’s contributions to agriculture, on the other hand, have included research projects, such as production of a strain of corn that produces higher yields and has a higher protein content.  An Agricultural Bibliographical Index was published on that process.  In the cultural area, the Foundation has published ninety-four (94) volumes of school texts, readers, and reference tools. 

The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation works in ten (10) regions of Venezuela.  Miranda, Carabobo, Zulia, Táchira, Lara, Anzoátegui, Monagas and metropolitan Caracas.  This Foundation has engaged in joint poverty reduction programs with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the World Bank, the Inter-American Foundation, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), with which it has executed projects to support microenterprises, child care centers, and schools.
Thus, the microenterprise support program has trained 31,349 entrepreneurs and granted 23,842 loans, 68 percent of which are to women entrepreneurs.  The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation established the Excellence in Microenterprise award, which recognizes and fosters the work of small entrepreneurs and civil associations as a means of improving the living standards of the Venezuelan community.
The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation has carried out joint projects with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Citigroup Foundation, Inter-American Foundation, Venezuela’s Social Investment Fund, Petróleos de Venezuela S.A. (PDVSA), and the Venezuelan Bankers’ Association, as well as with other institutions.  The Foundation belongs to the Council of American Development Foundations, made up of the Centro para el Desarrollo Social y Económico (DESEC) and Fundación para el Desarrollo Tecnológico de los Valles (FDTA) of Bolivia; the Corporación Acción por Antioquia, Corporación Acción por Atlántico y Microempresas de Antioquia, and Fundación Social de Unibán in Colombia; Asociación Costarricense de Desarrollo (FUCODES) in Costa Rica; Fundacion Ecuatoriana de Desarrollo (FED) in Ecuador; Fundación del Centavo in Guatemala; Federación de Desarrollo Comunitario in Honduras (FEDECOH) , Instituto para el Desarrollo Hondureño and Fundación Banhcafé para las Comunidades Cafeteras de Honduras (FUANBANHCAFE); Acción Comunitaria del Perú (ACP); Asociación Dominicana para el Desarrollo de la Mujer (ADOPEM), Fundación Dominicana de Desarrollo (FDD), and Mujeres en Desarrollo Dominicana (MUDE) in the Dominican Republic; and Uruguay’s Instituto de Promoción Económico y Social del Uruguay (IPRU).
The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation submitted its application on September 26, 2003.
II. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:


Fundación Eugenio Mendoza
Address:

Av. Andrés Bello, Edificio Las Fundaciones.



Piso 9 - Apartado 332



Caracas 1010 – A, Venezuela
Telephone:

(58 – 212) 573 6380



(58 – 212) 573 6319

Fax:


(58 – 212) 576 0847



(58 – 212) 573 0220

General Manager: 
Morella Ramírez Angarita
E-mail address:
 
www.fundacionmendoza.org.ve
E-mail address:

FEM@fundacionmendoza.org.ve


femlmp@cantv.net
Date established:
February 21, 1952
III. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
The purpose of the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation is to contribute to improvements in the agricultural, cultural, and child development sectors, through assistance programs for microenterprise, rural and urban entrepreneurs, agricultural research, child care centers and schools, and the promotion of cultural activities, with a view to strengthening the technical aspects of community initiatives.  It focuses on:
· Promoting and protecting the rights of boys and girls, so as to provide them with a higher standard of living as an essential part of their personal growth and their development in the community; 
· Providing education and quality technical training and improving school infrastructure via technical assistance programs to support refresher courses for teachers.
· Boosting business for informal sector entrepreneurs by providing training and consulting services for businessmen.
· Contributing to the dissemination of the arts through courses aimed at young students.
· Supporting agricultural research to foster the development of rural enterprise.
· Establishing national and international technical and financial cooperation partnerships to support programs for microentrepreneurs.
IV. Contributions by the Foundation that could be of interest to the OAS
The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation considers that by participating in OAS activities it could contribute in the following areas: 

· Promotion of educational and infrastructure projects with the help of governmental agencies, international organizations, and private enterprise to promote the academic and personal development of entrepreneurs, teachers, girls, and boys.
· Promotion of training and technical assistance workshops aimed at microentrepreneurs in the fields of social education and administration, with a view to improving overall care for school-age boys and girls.  Cooperation in the execution of integral financing, training, and technical assistance programs designed to provide entrepreneurs with the tools, techniques, and financial resources they need to consolidate their enterprises.
· Support in Venezuela for the work of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN).
· Support for Venezuela’s efforts to strengthen small and medium-sized rural enterprises, through multilateral organization cooperation programs, such as those of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).
· Cooperation with efforts by member states to eliminate inequality in education through the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).
V. OAS work areas to which the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation can provide support
The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation offers to work together with the OAS to strengthen its programs designed to raise living standards in the fields of social development, promotion of microenterprise, agricultural development, and child development.  The Eugenio Mendoza Foundation’s support for the work of the OAS will take the following forms:
· Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)
· Exchange of information and experience in areas relating to child development;
· Advice on the design and implementation of policies for children;
· Promotion of strategies for drafting public policies designed to develop preschool education.
· Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
· Support for IICA’s efforts in member states to strengthen rural – especially small and medium-sized – enterprises, and to promote farming.
· Training and technical assistance for microenterprises or small and medium-sized rural entrepreneurs.
· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), and the Unit for Social Development and Education of the General Secretariat.
· Promotion of learning through training and technical assistance programs for teachers and children.
· Running technical training workshops for microentrepreneurs in the field of education to ensure better handling of and comprehensive care for children.
VI. Documents submitted by the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General
· Certificate of Incorporation, 1951
· By-laws
· Annual Report for 2002
· Financial Statement for 2002, audited by Gómez, Gullien, Garnier y Asociados – Grant Thornton Certified Public Accountants.
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Original: Spanish

AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES
NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PERU
REQUESTING INCLUSION OF A TOPIC AT THE UPCOMING MEETING
OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and will be considered
in the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and 
Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.
Permanent Mission of Peru
to the
Organization of American States
7-5-M/133
Washington, DC, April 19, 2004
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency and to request, in accordance with Permanent Council resolution 759/1999, Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, that the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities consider again the application submitted on Friday, October 17, 2003, (CP/CISC-65/03), Request by the Andean Commission of Jurists to Participate in OAS activities, at the meeting of CISC, scheduled to be held on Monday, April 26.

As you are aware, on that occasion, the Committee decided to postpone a decision on the application from the Andean Commission of Jurists, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Venezuela.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Alberto Borea Odría

Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS
His Excellency
Ambassador Rodolfo Gil
Permanent Representative of Argentina
Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management
  and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
Washington, D.C.
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IN OAS ACTIVITIES
APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE 
GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY 
ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

(ANDEAN COMMISSION OF JURISTS)
APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE 
GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY 
ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE ANDEAN COMMISSION OF JURISTS
This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the andean Commission of Jurists.
It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (cso) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background:
The Andean Commission of Jurists was established in Lima, Peru in 1982 to protect democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and the encouragement of civil society participation in the countries of the Andean region.
The Andean Commission of Jurists is an independent nongovernmental organization that carries out projects with a view to improving respect for human rights, strengthening of democratic institutions, improvement of the administration of justice, legislation on human rights, the defense of democracy, the war on illegal drugs, respect for State constitutions, citizen security, public defenders, and the promotion and defense of the rights of women and indigenous peoples, among others.
The Andean Commission of Jurists carries out its activities in four functional areas:  human rights, modernization of the State, civic involvement, and international action in defense of democracy.
It operates with the support of international cooperation funding from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the Netherlands, and projects financed by the Ford Foundation.
In addition, the Commission has had consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 1987, and it signed a cooperative agreement with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States on December 28, 1983.
It submitted its application on July 14, 2003.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment:
Name:
Andean Commission of Jurists
Address:


Los Sauces 285, Lima 27 Perú
Telephone:   


511 440 7907

Fax:



511 442 8094

Web site:


www.cajge.org.pe


E-mail



postmast@cajpe.org.pe
President:


Carlos Ayala Corao
Director General:

Diego García – Sayán
Date established: 

August 9, 1982
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities:

The Andean Commission of Jurists works to strengthen the rule of law and democratic institutions in order to promote effective respect for human rights in the Andean region.  Its primary activities are:
· To monitor respect for human rights in the Andean region, strengthening the ability to promote, protect, and defend basic freedoms.
· Strengthening mechanisms for permanent protection of human rights
· Promotion of gender equity
· Defense and protection of rights of Indian groups and at-risk populations
· To contribute to modernization of States in the Andean region through actions to improve and strengthen governmental systems that represent the people, and regulatory and judicial systems.
· Strengthening of decentralization programs
· Reform of political parties
· Strengthening of legislative and judicial systems
· Promote effective citizen participation in the public sector of the Andean countries, in order to seek a balance in the relationship between the State and civil society.
· Strengthening of mechanisms for political control and decision-making through citizen participation
· Strengthening of mechanisms to guarantee the exercise of freedom of expression and citizen control to fight against corruption.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:
The Andean Commission of Jurists feels that its participation in OAS activities could strengthen democratic institutions in the Andean region, through programs and projects for production and management of databases; and influence opinion in local, national, and international communities; technical assistance, and training programs aimed at:
· Strengthening public democratic institutions and the defense of human rights
· Support for systems of popular representation, especially political parties and legislative and judicial systems
· Promoting the exercise of freedom of expression, proper performance of public office, and civil society control mechanisms
· Analysis, research, and promotion of legal and juridical rules adopted by the Andean countries
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support:
The Andean Commission of Jurists offers to cooperate with the OAS in specific programs that seek to strengthen and defend democracy and human rights.  The organization will support the work of the OAS in the following areas:
· Disseminate and promote compliance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter of the OAS and the Andean Charter of Human Rights.
· Support follow-up of and attention to factors or situations that could imperil democratic stability, such as drug trafficking and corruption.
· Generate actions to prevent conflicts in order to contribute to the consolidation of democracies as a response to political crisis situations.
· Support political dialogue and mediation as mechanisms for conflict prevention.
· Promote cooperation among organizations and entities that are working to guarantee the promotion and protection of human rights.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO:
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General
· Articles of Incorporation, August 9, 1982
· Statutes
· Certificate of Incorporation, 1982
· Financial statement for 2002 – 2001, audited by KPMG Caipo
· Progress report of the Triennial Plan Project 2002
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