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AND ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDINGS OF THE OAS

At the meeting held on April 22, 2004, the Committee considered the appropriation of funds from the Capital Building Fund to update and improve the technology infrastructure of the main and administrative buildings of the OAS. The Delegation of El Salvador presented this issue. Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, who has been monitoring the renovation activities in the building of the Organization, brought the matter under the attention of the Committee.  In her presentation she stressed the obsolete nature of the technology infrastructure in the OAS Main and Administrative Buildings. In this regard, Ambassador Escobar indicated that the remodeling of the Main Building of the OAS provided an opportunity to make the required capital investment to update and place the OAS buildings at current levels of information technology resources.

The Committee reiterated its commitment to put into place several capital improvements to promote the long-term health of the Organization and its facilities, as was evident from the allocations outlined in Permanent Council Resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02). It also recognized that he historic buildings of the Organization require important renovations to ensure their preservation and proper function.

The Committee recalled that resolution CP/RES. 823 (1335/02) authorized the Secretary General to obligate from the Reserve Subfund of the Organization up to seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars (US $750,000) for the transformation of the former stacks of the Columbus Library into a delegate room and a multi-purpose room, which is being successfully completed and that the same resolution authorized the Secretary General to obligate from the Reserve Subfund up to two million six hundred and fifty thousand dollars (US$2,650,000) for the renovation of the Simon Bolivar Room which has already been started.


The Committee continued the consideration of this matter at the meeting held on May 3, 2004. On that occasion, the General Secretariat presented information documents on the current technology infrastructure and showed its plan for technology upgrades. It became clear that the technology infrastructure of the Organization’s Main and Administrative Buildings, including the network infrastructure, data communications, simultaneous interpretation and other meeting support systems, audio/visual and multimedia display capabilities Internet and Web technology services and television broadcasting had not been substantially updated for years and require modernization and improvement to support effectively the important functions carried out in these flagship buildings.

The Committee recalled that CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) paragraph 1b resolved to appropriate four million two hundred thousand dollars (US$4,200,000) to create a Capital Building Fund for the restoration and/or improvements of the historic buildings of the OAS and established that expenditures from this fund shall be approved by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.


It acknowledged that the work to be performed in the Simon Bolivar presented a unique opportunity to complete the technology upgrades at the same time of the remodeling the main OAS Conference facility, and that it is consistent with the objectives of paragraph 1b of CP/RES.831 (1342/02) outlined above.

At the meeting held on May 5, 2005, with the required quorum present, as stipulated in Article 59 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee agreed to approve the sum of one million seven hundred and eight thousand dollars (US$1,708,000), to upgrade, modernize and improve the technology infrastructure of the Main and Administrative buildings of the OAS, including the data communications and networks, Delegate’s services, Conference support systems, television broadcasting and multimedia capabilities, from the appropriation of four million two hundred thousand dollars (US$4,200,000) assigned to create a Capital Building Fund for the restoration and/or improvements of the historic buildings of the OAS as set forth in CP/RES.831 (1342/02).
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