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Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to submit to the Permanent Council the report of the General Secretariat prepared pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1966 (XXXIII-O/03), “The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region.”


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

César Gaviria

His Excellency

Miguel Ruíz-Cabañas

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Mexico

Chair of the Permanent Council of the

  Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION
AG/RES. 1966 (XXXIII-O/03), “THE AMERICAS AS 

A BIOLOGICAL- AND CHEMICAL-WEAPONS-FREE REGION


At the Special Conference on Security, the States of the Americas emphasized their commitment to arms control, disarmament, and the nonproliferation of all weapons of mass destruction and to the full implementation by all States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction; the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction; and the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.


Likewise, they pledged to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction by resolutely supporting the International Atomic Energy Agency, including the universal application of the Agency’s safeguards system, and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), and by establishing national standards and controls on exports of specialized materials, technology, and expertise that could contribute to the preparation, production, or use of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery.


The Secretariat has followed up on the considerations and conclusions of the Eighth Session of the Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction, in particular as regards the impetus that the OAS can give to promoting universal accession to that instrument.


The General Secretariat has been working on a compilation of measures taken by other international organizations on issues relating to the proliferation of biological and chemical weapons, which will be presented once the material has been studied, organized, and examined.  However, it must be borne in mind that the Convention on chemical weapons did not enter into force until 1997, concurrently with the organization charged with implementing it, the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, which means that cooperation between organizations is at an early stage.  The convention on biological weapons, which goes back to 1972, does not have an equivalent organization, and its instruments of ratification are deposited with the depositary governments:  the United States, Great Britain, and Russia.  


It should be noted that meetings of OPCW National Authorities were held in Lima, Peru, in 2000; Viña del Mar, Chile, in 2001; Brasilia, Brazil, in 2002; and Panama City, Panama, in 2003.  Africa was to follow suit with its first meeting, in the Sudan in April 2003.


These meetings have provided guidance for regional cooperation with the OPCW in the following areas:

1. Facilitation of the exchange of experience and implementation of the Convention;

2. Promotion of cooperation;

3. Identification of problems in its implementation and of means of solving them by international cooperation; and

4. Increasing awareness of the Convention.

Latin America and the Caribbean also promoted the establishment of a Legal Experts Network, in the framework of their meeting in Lima, Peru.  Its first meeting, held in The Hague in February 2001, was followed by meetings in Viña del Mar and, more recently, in Panama.  Its objective has centered on:

1. A compilation of information on legislation;

2. Identification and legal analysis;

3. Contacts between customs and immigration officers; and

4. Mutual legal assistance.


For its part, on June 11, 2003, Mexico hosted the first regional seminar on implementation of the Convention in the chemical industry. 
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Some projects cofinanced by the OPCW and the International Foundation for Science have the Americas as their epicenter.  In 2002, the Yucatán Scientific Research Center and the Autonomous University of Campeche received funds to work on new antigiardial agents from medicinal plants and on the leishmanicidal activity of Yucatecan medicinal plants, respectively.  The Faculty of Pharmacy and Biochemistry of the University of Buenos Aires is conducting studies on antioxidant activity in South American medicinal plants, and the University of the Republic of Uruguay, on the synthesis of labeled inositol analogs and inositol-bound resins.  The Polytechnic of Ecuador is working on the deacidification of fruit juice by electrodialysis.

It is perhaps the African Union that has made the greatest strides in its coordination with the OPCW.  Following the Mozambique Summit in 2003, the African Union met with the OPCW from April 20 to 22, 2004, to strengthen ties between the two organizations.  A workshop had been held earlier in Dakar, Senegal, from February 24 to 26, 2004, which focused on the following topics and on measures to be taken: 

1. Role of the National Authorities;

2. Administrative requirements for the Authorities to operate smoothly;

3. Discussion of experiences on declarations and inspections;

4. How the National Authorities were organized;

5. Which laws had been implemented; and

6. Which coordination mechanisms existed.


The Eastern European countries will be meeting in Bucharest, Romania, from May 17 to 19, 2004, for similar purposes, as will the Asian countries, in Beijing from September 20 to 22.


On April 27 last, the Committee on Hemispheric Security met to discuss the topic.  On that occasion, Ambassador Rogelio Pfirter, Director General of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), said that 25 of the Latin American and Caribbean Group of States (GRULAC) were members of the Convention, as were the United States and Canada.  He drew attention to the importance of universality and implementation, for which necessary coordination efforts were under way between the two organizations.
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Resolution AG/RES. 1934 is “Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America.”  The resolution entitled “The Americas as a Biological- and Chemical-Weapons-Free Region” is AG/RES. 1966, of 2003, not 2004.  Operative paragraph 7 of the latter resolution reads:  “To request the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.”
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