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DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE
(Proposal submitted by the Chair of the Committee)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (AG/doc….. /04);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1916 (XXXIII-O/03), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”; and
CONSIDERING:


That Article 54.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of the powers of the General Assembly is to consider the observations and recommendations presented by the Permanent Council, in accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter, on the reports of the organs and entities of the Organization;


That Article 53 of the OAS Charter establishes the Inter-American Juridical Committee as one of the organs of the Organization; and


That the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, Dr. Brynmor T. Pollard, has presented the Committee’s annual report to the Permanent Council, which has forwarded its observations and recommendations thereon to the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1.
To endorse the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council of the Organization on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and to forward them to the Committee.


2.
To thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee for presenting, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 815 (1318/02) of the Permanent Council, resolution CJI/RES. 59 (LXIII-O/03), “The Applicable Law and Competency of International Jurisdiction with Respect to Extracontractual Civil Liability” and the Annexes
 thereto which represent a valuable contribution to the work of the Organization in this field.


3.
To also thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee for presenting document CJI/doc.118/03 rev. 2, “Competition and Cartels in the Americas,” and to recommend that the member states consider the recommendations made by the Inter-American Juridical Committee on this topic, both in the aforementioned document and in its resolution CJI/RES. 58 (LXIII-O/03), “Cartels in the Scope of the Competition Law in the Americas.”

4.
To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to contribute to the preparatory work for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII), once the Permanent Council has approved the agenda for the Conference.

5.
To thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee for its success in holding the Fifth Joint Meeting with Legal Advisors 
of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the Member States of the OAS, held on August 25 and 26 in Rio de Janeiro, in the framework of its 62nd regular meeting, and encourage it to continue to hold such joint meetings periodically.


6.
To note that the topic “Legal aspects of enforcement by states on the domestic level of the decisions of international tribunals or courts or other international bodies with jurisdictional functions” has been added to the agenda of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and to request that its next annual report, corresponding to 2004, include a study of progress made in this area.


7.
[To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee, in the context of its agenda item “Application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” to analyze legal aspects of the interdependence between democracy and economic and social development in light of the provisions of Chapter III of the said Charter, taking account of, inter alia, the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion
 contained in the Declaration of Margarita].
/
Alternative wording proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States


7.
[To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee, in the context of its agenda item “Application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” to analyze legal aspects of the interdependence between democracy and economic and social development in light of the provisions of Chapter III of the said Charter] [taking account of the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion contained in the Declaration of Margarita, the Monterrey Consensus, and the Declarations and Plans of Action from the Summit of the Americas in 1994, 1998, 2001, and 2003, inter alia.]


8.
[To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee, should it decide to conduct a study of the agenda item “Legal aspects of inter-American security,” to take as a basis the pertinent provisions of the OAS Charter and Chapter VIII of the United Nations Charter, which provide the legal framework for regional organizations in the area of international peace and security, as established in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico City in October 2003.]


9.
To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee, in the framework of its authority, to take into account, in drawing up its agenda, the pertinent recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).


10.
To take note of the importance of the inclusion of the topic “Right to Information: Access to and protection of personal information and data
” on the agenda of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and to request it to include an updated report on this topic in its next annual report.

11.
To underscore once again the importance of holding the Course on International Law, organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the OAS General Secretariat; to highlight the importance of increasing the number of OAS fellowship awards and of continuing to provide interpretation services; and to urge the member states to consider the possibility of paying directly for the participation of professors from their own countries.

12.
To recognize the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the General Secretariat for their work in publishing the lectures delivered at the Course on International Law, and in publishing the thematic series grouping them together, and to recommend that the possibility of issuing those publications in the official languages of the Organization be examined.

13.
To reaffirm the importance of the close contact maintained between the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the political organs of the Organization, in particular, with the Permanent Council; and to recommend to the Committee to continue to focus its efforts on the issues indicated to it as being of priority concern to the Organization.

14.
To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to continue its preparations for the commemoration of its centennial, to be held in 2006.

15.
To emphasize the need to extend the necessary administrative and budgetary support to enable the CJI to address properly the topics on the current inter-American legal agenda and to issue the corresponding recommendations thereon, in keeping with the resources assigned in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources
.
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