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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of American States recognizes that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirmed the commitment of the governments of the Americas to the promotion and consolidation of democracy, and that democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas;
CONSIDERING that the Heads of State and Government, meeting at the Special Summit of the Americas in January 2004, adopted the Declaration of Nuevo León, in which they reaffirmed the Hemisphere’s commitment to democracy and to the strengthening of democratic governance;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  a New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas [AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03)]; 

RECALLING that resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” instructed the Permanent Council to prepare, on the basis of the decisions of the Heads of State and Government at the Special Summit of the Americas, and with support from the UPD, a proposed “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” to be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session; and

TAKING NOTE of the contributions made by member states (CP/CISC-82/04 corr. 1 add. 1 to 8) toward the preparation of a “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03),  

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate the commitment of the member states of the Organization to the full exercise and application in the Hemisphere of the democratic principles and values set forth in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and other relevant instruments, and to the search for the best mechanisms for their full development.

2. To reaffirm the contents of the Declaration of Nuevo León, especially in relation to democratic governance.

3. To approve the document appended to this resolution, “Guidelines for the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” and to request the Permanent Council to define that program, with the support of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and the Unit for Social Development and Education.
4. To instruct the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities referred to in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its next regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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