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REPORT OF THE NINTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
REPORT OF THE NINTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
The Ninth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development was convoked by CEPCIDI and held at OAS Headquarters on May 4, 2004. 

The Meeting held a Plenary Session which was opened by the Chairman of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of Venezuela. During this session, the agenda for the Meeting was approved and its officers selected.

Mr. Juan Carlos Garaguso, Director of Multilateral Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Culture of Argentina, and Lic. Alberto Morales, Director General of External Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, were elected by acclamation as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively, of the Ninth Regular Meeting of CIDI.


The Meeting then proceeded to the election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI).  Ambassador Salvador E. Rodezno Fuentes, Permanent Representative of Honduras, and Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis, were elected, by acclamation, as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively, of the Executive Committee.

The Director General of the IACD, Mr. Ronald Scheman, presented the Annual Report of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD). Mr. Scheman noted that during 2003, the IACD had continued with its efforts to improve its ability to implement high quality development projects which satisfy the vital needs of the member states.


Mr. Scheman also pointed out that the principle achievements during this period were represented by: the successful initial phase of the Educational Portal of the Americas which offered distance learning opportunities for the poorest and most underserved rural areas of the Hemisphere; the expansion of the Fellowships and Training Program, which saw a tremendous increase in the number of fellowships offered in 2003; consolidation of the Governmental Best Practices Program, whose purpose is to encourage horizontal cooperation among the governments of the Region; implementation of various agreements with the private sector; and, strengthening of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI).

The Director General emphasized that the year 2003 was particularly successful for The Trust for the Americas, a non-profit 501c (3) organization, which had brought in some $2 million for development projects throughout the Hemisphere.  These funds represent contributions and donations from both the private and public sector  


Considering that his responsibilities as Director General of the IACD would conclude during May of 2004, Mr. Scheman offered his final comments on the progress achieved by his administration during the 2000-2004 period, as well as on the limitations that he encountered in the current structure of the Organization and his recommendations regarding actions that the member states could take to adjust that structure. 


At the conclusion of Mr. Scheman’s presentation, the Delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, México, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panama, Peru and the United States expressed their appreciation for the efforts of the Director General during his tenure at the IACD and wished him much success in his future endeavors. Various delegations also acknowledged the difficult challenges which Mr. Scheman had taken on with vision and dedication.


The Permanent Representative of Venezuela asked that the report of the meeting contain the recognition expressed by the members of CIDI for the work of Mr. Scheman during the last four years and for his devoted service to the Hemisphere, as well as for the successes achieved despite the difficulties that had to be overcome to realize various of his initiatives. The members of CIDI supported this proposal.

The Meeting also considered and approved the Reports of CEPCIDI to CIDI and of CIDI to the General Assembly. These reports are contained in documents CIDI/doc. 26/04 and CIDI/doc. 27/04 Rev.1, respectively.

CIDI then proceeded to the election of five members of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development. The following were elected by acclamation as members of the Management Board: Belize, Honduras, Mexico. The United States and Grenada were reelected as member of the Board, also by acclamation.

The Inter-American Council next proceeded to establish the eight Non Permanent Specialized Committees (CENPES), in accordance with each of the priority areas of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, for the 2004 evaluation exercise. The composition of each of the CENPES was formed as mandated in resolution CIDI/RES. 148 (IX-O/04). 

In accordance with Article 31 c) of the Statutes of CIDI, the Council received pledges to the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) from Canada, Costa Rica, Guyana and Nicaragua. The Delegation of Canada offered $2 million Canadian which was deposited in the General Secretariat.  The Delegation of Costa Rica offered US$32,900.  The Representative of Guyana indicated that her country’s contribution would be the same as that for 2003.  The Delegation of Nicaragua offered US$18,000, which was deposited in the General Secretariat. 

Considering the importance of strengthening partnership for development, which was developed both at the policy level to reinforce the dialogue, agreements and institutional mechanisms related to this issue, as well as at the technical cooperation level to implement policy decisions through cooperation activities, programs and projects, and the necessity of providing effective attention to the priority areas identified by the Summits of the Americas, the General Assembly, and in the Strategic Plan, CIDI approved resolutions CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04) and CIDI/RES.144 (IX-O/04), and agreed to submit draft resolutions on each to the consideration of the thirty fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

The Inter-American Council took note of a report on the implementation of strategies to mobilize external resources and expand the Scholarships and Training Programs of the OAS, and approved resolution CIDI/RES. 151 (IX-O/04) on those strategies. CIDI also agreed to submit the report to the General Assembly along with a draft resolution on the topic. 
CIDI took note of the reports of the following sectoral meetings: XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress; First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture; Third Meeting of the Ministers of Education; Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) and approved the proposed modifications to the Rules of Procedure of the CIP; XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) and approved the Rules of Procedure of the CIDES.  CIDI also took note of the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology which was held in April of 2004. 

Among other matters considered, CIDI received a report on the preparation status of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2004-2007 and decided to submit that report to the General Assembly.  Taking into account that in accordance with the agreements reached during the Third Summit of the Americas, the Ministers of Health and Environment of the Americas held a first meeting, in which, among other things, they established a working framework to determine the direction that the topics related to health and environment should take within the Hemisphere, CIDI approved resolution CIDI/RES. 150 (IX-O/04) through which it expressed its approval of the initiatives adopted by the Ministers of Health and Environment.

CIDI approved resolution CIDI/RES. 146 (IX-O/04) which recommends that the General Assembly examine the relationship between trade, debt and financing considering that the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere are obligated to continue implementing solid macroeconomic policies, and prudent monetary and fiscal policies and that, in addition, the Heads of State and Government recognized the relevant role that trade plays in the promotion of growth and sustained economic development.  

CIDI took note of the report of the Permanent Council and of CEPCIDI on Trade and Integration in the Americas contained in document CIDI/doc.17/04, attached. The Inter-American Council also considered a draft resolution on this matter. The original draft resolution received the support of the majority of the member states, however, the Delegation of Venezuela submitted proposals for substantive modifications, on which no consensus could be reached. As a result, it was decided not to approve the draft resolution.


CIDI considered and approved the following resolutions whose texts are contained in Annex II of this Report:

CIDI/RES. 141 (IX-O/04)
Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States that Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua 


CIDI/RES. 142 (IX-O/04)
Follow-up on the Monterrery Conference on Financing for Development

CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04)
Strengthening Mechanisms for the Policy Dialogue for Integral Development

CIDI/RES. 144 (IX-O/04)
Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development

CIDI/RES. 145 (IX-O/04)
Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion 

CIDI/RES. 146 (IX-O/04)

Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt and Financing

CIDI/RES. 147 (IX-O/04)
 Specialized or Sectoral Meetings of CIDI

CIDI/RES. 148 (IX-O/04) 
Non Permanent Specialized Committees (CENPES)

CIDI/RES. 149 (I-O/04)

Status of the Preparation of the Draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development

CIDI/RES. 150 (IX-O/04)
Follow-up to the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas Initiative

CIDI/RES. 151 (IX-O/04)
Strategies for Raising External Funds and Expanding and Strengthening OAS Scholarship and Training Programs 

CIDI/RES. 152 (IX-O/04)

Report of the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress

CIDI/RES. 153 (IX-O/04)
Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI (CIE)

CIDI/RES. 154 (IX-O/04)
Convocation of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)

CIDI/RES. 155 (IX-O/04)
Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)

CIDI/RES. 156 (IX-O/04)
Convocation of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture

CIDI/RES. 157 (IX-O/04)
Report of the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP)

CIDI/RES. 158 (IX-O/04)
Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP)

CIDI/RES. 159 (IX-O/04)
Report of the XIII Inter-American Conferernce of Ministers of Labor

CIDI/RES. 160 (IX-O/04)
Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES)

CIDI/RES. 161 (IX-O/04)
Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology and First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI 

CIDI also decided to submit the following draft resolutions for the consideration of the General Assembly during its thirty-fourth regular session:

· Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States that Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua

· Follow-up on the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development

· Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)
· Strengthening Mechanisms for the Policy Dialogue for Integral Development

· Strengtheing of Technical Cooperation for Integral Development

· Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion

· Inter-American Committee on Social Development

· Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI

· Report of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

· XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress

· Status of the Preparation of the Draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development

· Strategies for Raising External Funds and Expanding and Strengthening OAS Scholarship and Training Programs  

· Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt and Financing
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REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI TO THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY PURSUANT TO THE RESOLUTION ON

“TRADE AND INTEGRATION IN THE AMERICAS”
AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03)

REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI TO THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY PURSUANT TO THE RESOLUTION ON

“TRADE AND INTEGRATION IN THE AMERICAS”
AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03)


This report covers the activities of the Trade Unit during the period from June 2003 to May 2004, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03) “Trade and integration in the Americas”, which requested “the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to report to the General Assembly at its 33rd regular session on the implementation of this resolution”.  Bearing in mind the Declaration of Santiago of the Second Summit of the Americas, the Declaration of Quebec City and the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, and taking note of the Ministerial Declarations of San Jose, Toronto and Buenos Aires, the General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03) renewed the mandates of the OAS Trade Unit.  The resolution stressed the important contribution of the OAS Trade Unit to the FTAA process, as a member of the Tripartite Committee, and the trade-related capacity building assistance it was providing to member states, in particular the smaller economies.


This report will: (1)  Identify the support provided by the Trade Unit for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), including specific details on the activities of the Trade Unit with respect to the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) and the various FTAA Negotiating and Consultative Groups; (2) Summarize the work and activities of the Foreign Trade Information System (SICE) as an essential instrument in the FTAA process and, more broadly, for pursuing the integration process in the Hemisphere; (3) Provide details with regard to Inter-institutional cooperation and collaboration, including, but not limited to, the work of the Tripartite Committee (TPC); (4) Review the trade-related capacity building, education and cooperation activities undertaken by the Trade Unit for the reporting period.

1.
Introduction


In 2004 the OAS Trade Unit marked its Ninth year of work in support of the FTAA process and of hemispheric economic integration.  During the past year, FTAA countries have demonstrated their commitment to free economies, market principles and orderly trading systems.  Hemispheric leaders met at the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Monterrey, Mexico, January 13, 2004, and declared that they “recognize the important role that trade plays in promoting sustained growth and economic development. “They further affirmed their “commitment to advance the Doha Agenda in order to benefit all our economies, particularly developing economies, by promoting, among other measures, better access to markets and by eliminating export subsidies and by substantially reducing trade-distorting domestic support.” They recognized “that liberalization of trade of agricultural products constitutes, inter alia, an essential element for the development of agriculture in the countries of the Hemisphere” and therefore reaffirmed their “commitment to trade negotiations to promote effective access to markets.” They welcomed the “progress achieved to date toward the establishment of a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)” and noted with satisfaction, “the balanced results of the VIII Ministerial Meeting of the FTAA held in Miami in November 2003.” They further declared that they “support the agreement of ministers on the framework and calendar adopted for concluding the negotiations for the FTAA in the established timetable, which will most effectively foster economic growth, the reduction of poverty, development, and integration through trade liberalization, contributing to the achievement of the broad Summit objectives.” 


The important role that the OAS is playing in the FTAA process reflects member countries’ dedication to the objectives of the Summit process, and to the promotion of hemispheric integration.

2.
Support for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)

a)
The Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) 


The FTAA Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC), consisting of Vice Ministers of Trade of the hemisphere, was established by Trade Ministers at their meeting in San Jose, Costa Rica, in March 1998, to direct the FTAA negotiations.  During the period covered by this report, the Co-Chairs Brazil and the US chaired five meetings of the TNC and one Ministerial meeting. 


During the reporting period, the TNC routinely received reports from the Chairs of the Negotiating Groups, Committees and Consultative Group; and examined and responded to a number of requests for guidance on the draft texts prepared by the Negotiating Groups. 


The first meeting of the TNC under the Brazil - USA Co-Chairmanship was held in Puebla, Mexico, from 9 to 11 April 2003. The second meeting was held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from 8 to 11 July 2003. 


The third meeting under the Co-Chairs was held in Port-of-Spain, September 29 to October 3, 2003. The TNC provided guidance and instructions in document (Derestricted FTAA/TNC/24/Rev.1) on the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP). The TNC urged countries seeking assistance to complete their trade capacity building strategies and to submit them to the CGSE in time to be considered at the HCP donors roundtable meeting October 14-15 in Washington, D.C. 


In order to ensure the consistent application of the template, the TNC also instructed the Tripartite Committee (TPC) to work with the TNC Co-Chairs, and with the assistance of the Chairs of the Negotiating Groups and of the TCI, to harmonize the texts of the nine Negotiating Groups and the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues (TCI) based on the guidance in the Template.


The fourth meeting of the TNC under the Co-Chairs was held in Miami, November 15 to 18, 2003, prior to the Miami Ministerial meeting. Vice ministers considered inter alia vacancies of Chairs and Vice Chairs and agreed on a list of chairs and vice chairs of FTAA entities for the final round of the negotiations. They also considered elements for evaluating candidate sites for the FTAA Secretariat and discussed the process for selection of the Secretariat site. The TNC also concluded a draft Ministerial Declaration, including instructions to the Negotiating Groups and Committees. 


The Eighth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade was held on November 20, 2003, in Miami, USA. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005, with the ultimate goal of achieving an area of free trade and regional integration. 
 


The Ministers also reaffirmed their “commitment to a comprehensive and balanced FTAA that will most effectively foster economic growth, the reduction of poverty, development, and integration through trade liberalization.” Ministers also “recognize the need for flexibility to take into account the needs and sensitivities of all FTAA partners.”

Taking into account and acknowledging existing mandates, Ministers “recognize that countries may assume different levels of commitments.” The Ministers declared that they would “seek to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries. In addition, negotiations should allow for countries that so choose, within the FTAA, to agree to additional obligations and benefits.”

The Ministers stated that “special attention will be given to the needs, economic conditions (including transition costs and possible internal dislocations) and opportunities of smaller economies, to ensure their full participation in the FTAA process.”

Ministers instructed the TNC to “develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries. The negotiations on the common set of rights and obligations will include provisions in each of the following negotiating areas: market access; agriculture; services; investment; government procurement; intellectual property; competition policy; subsidies, antidumping, and countervailing duties; and dispute settlement. On a plurilateral basis, interested parties may choose to develop additional liberalization and disciplines.” 


The TNC was further instructed to “establish procedures for these negotiations that shall, among other things, provide that: countries negotiating additional obligations and benefits within the FTAA shall notify the Co-Chairs of their intention to do so before the outset of the negotiations; and any country not choosing to do so may attend as an observer of those additional negotiations.”

The Ministers expressed their “appreciation for the support provided by the Tripartite Committee (the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Organization of American States (OAS), and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)) to the FTAA negotiations and their technical, analytical, and financial contribution to the hemispheric integration process.” They also thanked the “IDB, ECLAC, and the OAS for the support provided to the Hemispheric Cooperation Program, and to the issue meetings of civil society, and for redesigning and maintaining the official FTAA website.” They encouraged “the Tripartite Committee to continue to support the negotiations and the HCP”, and reiterated “the need for their continued collaboration during this final stage of the negotiations.”

The fifth meeting of the TNC under the Co-chairmanship of Brazil and the US was held in Puebla, Mexico, February 3-6, 2004. The principal purpose of this TNC was to carry out the instructions of the Miami Ministerial to develop guidance to the FTAA negotiating groups for developing a common and balanced set of rights and obligations to be applicable to all countries and to develop procedures for plurilateral negotiations among FTAA countries who wish to undertake additional liberalization and disciplines within the FTAA. The co-chairs agreed to recess this TNC and undertook to conduct consultations aiming at facilitating the successful continuation of the negotiations. 


Since the February meeting of the TNC, delegations have held informal consultations regarding the preparation of guidance, as required by the Miami Ministerial. Some delegations have requested additional time to continue informal consultations.  In light of the complexity of the task and good will expressed, the TNC Co-Chairs decided to postpone the resumption of the TNC meeting scheduled for March 18-19.  New dates for the TNC will be announced after the TNC Co-Chairs consult with all delegations.
The support provided by the Trade Unit to the FTAA entities evolved around these mandates and has included the preparation of compilations, studies, analyses and tasks of technical assistance as requested by these groups.

b)
The FTAA Negotiating Groups


Consistent with the distribution of work among institutions of the Tripartite Committee, during this period the Trade Unit continued to provide technical and analytical support to the following FTAA Negotiating Groups: Investment; Services; Intellectual Property; Subsidies, Antidumping and Countervailing Duties; Competition Policy; and Dispute Settlement.  It is also supporting the Negotiating Group on Market Access, in the area of Standards and Technical Barriers to Trade. The OAS Trade Unit is also supporting the work of the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies, the Joint Government-Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce, the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society, the Subcommittee on Budget and Administration, and the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues (TCI).


The principal objective of all the Negotiating Groups and the TCI for 2003 was given in Annex 1 of the Quito Ministerial Declaration of November 1 2002. These included intensifying efforts to eliminate brackets in the draft texts and to consolidate the texts on the basis of specific instructions from Ministers; to work closely with the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies (CGSE) in the implementation of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP) and to transmit new versions of their respective chapters to the TNC, eight weeks before the Ministerial meeting in Miami, which was held on November 20, 2003.


Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including dispute settlement.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Market access

Standards and technical barriers to trade

General work program:

· Based on the Common Objectives Document already approved, draw up a proposal for identification and elimination of unnecessary technical barriers to trade among the participating countries.

· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of market access] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

· Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami on November 20, 2003, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including dispute settlement.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003:

Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Negotiating Group on Market Access in the area of technical barriers to trade, including to the parallel meetings of experts on standards and technical barriers to trade, during the next phase of negotiations.

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2004:

Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Negotiating Group on Market Access in the area of technical barriers to trade, including to the parallel meetings of experts on standards and technical barriers to trade, during the next phase of negotiations.

Services

General work program:

· Identify the scope and coverage of negotiations.  

· Determine the modality for the services negotiations.  

· Develop a comprehensive framework covering rights and obligations in the area of services, taking into account the fundamental elements that have already been identified by the FTAA Working Group on Services.  

· Identify, as appropriate, possible supplementary standards for specific sectors (sectoral annexes).

· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of services] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003:

1.   Support efforts of the Negotiating Group on Services (NGSV) to improve and refine its recommendations on Methods and Modalities for the Services Negotiations to the FTAA Trade Negotiations Committee and to identify areas where improvement and clarification could be made.

2.   Support efforts of the Negotiating Group on Services and the Negotiating Group on Investment (NGIN) to hold a joint meeting on the question of where and how to negotiate the question of investment to supply services (mode 3) and to assist the Chairs of both groups to report back on the results of this discussion to the FTAA Trade Negotiations Committee.  

3.   Update the compendium of Provisions on Trade in Services in the Trade and Integration Agreements of the Western Hemisphere on the basis of information on recently concluded agreements submitted by delegations to the Chair or to the OAS.

4.    Compile, summarize and update on a continuous basis a document incorporating the Submissions from Civil Society relevant to the Services Negotiations made during the first, second and third rounds of “open invitation” to civil society for the information of the delegates of the Negotiating Group on Services.

5.   Assist in the preparation and presentation on services made by the Chair of the Negotiating Group on Services to the Open Meeting of Civil Society on Services, held in September 2003, in Santiago de Chile, as part of the outreach of the FTAA Committee on Civil Society.

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2004:


Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups, and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including dispute settlement.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Investment

General work program:

· Develop a comprehensive framework covering rights and obligations in the area of investment, taking into account the fundamental areas identified by the FTAA Working Group on Investment.

· Develop a methodology for considering possible reservations and exceptions to obligations.

· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of investment] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003:

1. 
Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Negotiating Group on Investment in support of its efforts to draft a chapter on investment.

2.
 Support efforts of the Negotiating Group on Investment (NGIN) and the Negotiating Group on Services (NGSV) to hold a joint meeting on the question of where and how to negotiate the question of investment to supply services (mode 3) and to assist the Chairs of both groups to report back on the results of this discussion to the FTAA Trade Negotiations Committee.  

3.
Update the Compendium of Investment Agreements in the Western Hemisphere on the basis of information on recently concluded treaties submitted by delegations to the Chair or the OAS.

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2004:

Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami on November 20, 2003, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including investment.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Subsidies, Antidumping and Countervailing Duties

General work program

· Intensify its work of identifying options for deepening, where appropriate, existing disciplines on subsidies in the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, and to submit to the Trade Negotiations Committee recommendations on methodologies for deepening disciplines on subsidies. 

· Intensify its efforts to reach a common understanding with a view to improving, where possible, the rules and procedures for the operation and enforcement of trade remedy laws.
· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of subsidies, antidumping and countervailing duties] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003


Continue to support efforts of the Negotiating Group on Subsidies, Antidumping and Countervailing Duties to present its recommendations to the FTAA Trade Negotiations Committee on methodologies for deepening disciplines on subsidies and on methodology to be used to improve, where possible, the rules and procedures for the operation and enforcement of trade remedy laws.

Work requested by the negotiating group in 2004


Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including dispute settlement.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Competition policy

General work program:

· Identify the main principles and criteria of competition. 

· With the general objective to guarantee that benefits of the FTAA liberalization process will not be undermined by anti-competitive business practices, the Negotiating Group will work to:  a) advance towards the establishment of juridical and institutional coverage at the national, subregional or regional level, that proscribes the carrying out of anti-competitive business practices;  b) develop mechanisms that facilitate and promote the development of competition policy and guarantee the enforcement of regulations on free competition among and within countries of the hemisphere; and take the relevant actions to carry out the general objective. 

· Develop mechanisms to promote cooperation and the exchange of information between competition authorities.

·  “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of competition policy] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003:

1.
Update the compendium on the application of competition policy, on the basis of information presented by delegations to the Chair or the OAS.

2.
Update the Inventory of National Laws and Standards, transmitting any changes to delegations at the next meeting of the Negotiating Group on Competition Policy.

3.
Provide Technical and analytical assistance to the NGCP in support of its efforts to draft a Chapter on competition policy.

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2004:


Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including dispute settlement.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Dispute settlement

General work program:

· Continue the work of the Working Group on Dispute Settlement aimed at completing the inventory of dispute settlement mechanisms, procedures and legal texts established in the existing integration schemes, treaties and agreements in the hemisphere, as well as those of the WTO, provided that the completion of this work is not a prerequisite for continuing the negotiations.

· As the negotiations progress and, based on the substantive provisions developed in those negotiations, define the scope and coverage of the FTAA dispute settlement procedures and mechanisms.

· Develop the FTAA dispute settlement mechanisms, bearing in mind the rules and procedures of the WTO dispute settlement regime.

· Design mechanisms to facilitate and promote the use of arbitration and other alternative dispute settlement methods for settling private sector differences arising under the FTAA framework.

· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of dispute settlement] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002).

· [R]eview incorporation by reference of WTO provisions, including the definition and legal effects of “incorporation by reference,” and make a recommendation to the TNC at its next [14th] meeting [in July 2003] about the implications of using this drafting device and possible language for its use (FTAA.TNC/22 derestricted).

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003:

1.  Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Negotiating Group on Dispute Settlement in support of its efforts to draft a chapter on dispute settlement.

2.  Update the information on the status of signatories and ratifications of the international conventions governing private commercial arbitration and on arbitration laws and institutions.

3.  Prepare a study of the costs of the WTO dispute settlement system, particularly in connection with disputes involving countries in the hemisphere, to assist the NGDS in considering possible functions for the FTAA Secretariat and costs to be assumed by the FTAA budget in relation to the dispute settlement system under the FTAA.  

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2004:

1.  Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Negotiating Group on Dispute Settlement in support of its efforts to draft a chapter on dispute settlement.

2.  Update the information on the status of signatories and ratifications of the international conventions governing private commercial arbitration and on arbitration laws and institutions.

 Intellectual property rights

General work program:

· Determine how to reduce distortions in trade in the hemisphere and promote and ensure adequate and effective protection to intellectual property rights.  Changes in technology must be considered.

· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of intellectual property rights] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2003:

1.  Maintain an up-to-date web site with the complete text of legislation and regulations governing intellectual property rights, with links to official sites dealing with this issue in the Western Hemisphere.

2.  Update the document entitled Inventory of International Conventions and Intellectual Property Agreements, Treaties and Arrangements in the Western Hemisphere.

3.  Update the document entitled Inventory of Intellectual Property Provisions in Trade and Integration Arrangements in the Western Hemisphere, on the basis of information that delegations would submit to the Chair or the OAS.

4. Prepare a document on the Implications of the Different Ways of Incorporating Obligations from Other International Instruments into the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) Chapter on Intellectual Property Rights and its Annex.

5.  Provide support to the Open Meeting of Civil Society on Intellectual Property Rights, held in February 2004, in the Dominican Republic, as part of the outreach of the FTAA Committee on Civil Society.

Work requested by the Negotiating Group in 2004:


Ministers Responsible for Trade in the Hemisphere reaffirmed at their meeting in Miami, their commitment to the successful conclusion of the FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  At the time of writing this report, the negotiating groups and TCI are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and including provisions in each of the negotiating areas including dispute settlement.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.  

Consultative Group on Smaller Economies

General work program:

· To follow progress in each of the Negotiating Groups, keeping under review the interests and concerns of the smaller economies.

· Commission studies on issues of particular concern or interest to smaller economies.  The Tripartite Committee will undertake these studies

· Gather information regarding technical assistance related to FTAA issues and available to FTAA countries, as well as review the specific needs identified by countries, in particular, those identified in response to the questionnaire developed by the former Working Group on Smaller Economies.

· Encourage FTAA countries and appropriate institutions to hold workshops on FTAA related issues.

· Bring to the attention of the TNC the issues of concern to the smaller economies and make recommendations to address these issues.

Work requested by the Group in 2003:

1.   Draft the guidelines for the preparation of the National and/or Regional Trade Capacity Building Strategies, as requested by the CGSE in the Hemispheric Cooperation Program.

2.   Assist countries in the preparation of their National and/or Regional Trade Capacity Building Strategies.

3.   Update the Summary Matrix containing Trade-related Project Profiles.

4.  Per instructions of the Trade Ministers, the Tripartite Committee will support the TNC in facilitating meetings of the CGSE with appropriate development and financial officials, international financial institutions, international agencies, and interested private entities, to discuss financing and implementation of the HCP.

5. Draft report of the CGSE to the TNC on the results and progress made regarding the treatment of differences in the levels of development and size of the economies.

 6. Support the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies in arranging the first meeting of donors under the Hemispheric Cooperation Program in October 2003 and in drafting the agenda of the meeting.

7. Assisted the CGSE in drafting the report to the TNC on the “Progress in the Implementation of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program and the Initial Meeting with Donors”.

Work requested by the Group in 2004:

1. Per instruction of the TNC, support the CGSE in keeping updated the “Report Input  from the CGSE to the TNC on the results and the progress achieved regarding the treatment of differences in the levels of development and size of economies”, in order to submit it to the TNC at its next meeting. 

2. Draft a Report on the Functions of the WTO Committee on Trade and Development and on what the WTO is doing on the topic of special and differential treatment.

3- Draft Report on “Financing Mechanisms in Support of Regional Integration” and prepare a table of “Documents presented within the FTAA on the creation of funds or financial mechanisms.”  

4- Per instruction of the TNC, support the CGSE in the drafting of recommendations to the TNC on financing methods and facilities to address the adjustment needs resulting from the differences in the levels of development and size of the economies of the hemisphere.

5- Per instruction of the TNC, assist countries in finalizing and updating their TCB strategies as appropriate and in organizing sub-regional meetings with donors to continue discussions on the Trade Capacity Building Strategies. 

6- Prepare a tentative schedule of subregional meetings based on the submissions of the subregions/countries and prepare reports on these meetings.

Joint Government-Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce

The activities of this Committee were suspended pursuant to the Quito Ministerial Declaration.

Committee of Government Representatives on Participation of Civil Society

General work program:

•
The Committee is to receive inputs from civil society on trade issues relating to the FTAA process, analyze them and present the range of views for consideration by Ministers.

•
The Committee is to create a list of options to foster broader and more sustained communication with civil society.

· The Committee is to continue to conduct issue meetings with participants from civil society.  

•
The Committee is to analyze the possibility of incorporating more information on the FTAA process in the official web page.

Work requested by the Committee in 2003

1.  Follow-up on the illustrative list of options to foster a process of increasing and sustained communication with civil society.

2.  Support in analyzing civil society’s inputs on trade issues relating to the FTAA process to present the range of views for consideration by Ministers.

3.
Report on the preparation of the Americas Business Forum and the Civil Society Forum. 

Work requested by the Committee in 2004

1.  Follow-up on the illustrative list of options to foster a process of increasing and sustained communication with civil society.

2.  Support in analyzing civil society’s inputs on trade issues relating to the FTAA process to present the range of views for consideration by Ministers.

3.    Work with the Committee to improve and update the FTAA web site.

Technical Committee on Institutional Issues
General work program:
· Draft a proposal for an overall architecture of an FTAA Agreement (general and institutional aspects).

· Draft a work program to carry out the above objective.

· Draft text on general provisions (preamble, objectives, principles, exceptions, scope including for federal/unitary States, relationship between FTAA and WTO and between FTAA and other regional agreements), provisions on transparency, provisions on treatment of differences in the levels of development and size of economies, provisions on costs of implementing the Agreement, temporary provisions and final provisions.  

· “…achieve consensus on the greatest possible number of issues in …the draft chapter [of general and institutional issues] of the FTAA Agreement…” and “….submit to the TNC before its fourteenth meeting [June 2003] a revised version of the chapter for the TNC’s consideration and guidance.” Furthermore to “submit a new version of the chapter to the TNC no later than eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.” (Quito Ministerial Declaration, November 2002)

· Prepare a template for draft chapters of the FTAA Agreement for TNC review (FTAA.TNC/22)

· Present to the TNC at its eighteenth meeting “draft text and recommendations on the institutions required to implement the FTAA Agreement, including proposals on the funding mechanisms, the administrative rules and the implications for human resources for the functioning of the institutional structure of the FTAA Agreement” (Miami Ministerial Declaration, para. 11)

· “[W]ith due regard to the provisions contained in this Declaration…provide to the TNC, as soon as possible a proposal on the process for finalizing the Agreement.  This proposal shall contain, inter alia, specific steps, including legal review, translation, verification and authentication, necessary to finalize the text of the agreement, as well as the process and timetable for the completion of those steps” (Miami Ministerial Declaration, para. 12).  

Work requested by the Technical Committee in 2003:
1.
Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues in support of its efforts to draft a proposal for an overall architecture of an FTAA Agreement, as well as general and institutional provisions 

2.
Provide a list of variables that must be taken into account in proposing different cost scenarios associated with the operation of an FTAA Secretariat and the institutional structure envisioned for the FTAA.

3.
Prepare calculations based on various scenarios for financing the future FTAA Secretariat.  

4.
Prepare compilations of transparency-related provisions in the draft chapters being elaborated by the different negotiating groups to the extent these provisions overlapped and were relevant to the TCI’s work

Work requested by the Technical Committee in 2004:

Provide technical and analytical assistance to the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues in support of its efforts to draft a proposal for an overall architecture of an FTAA Agreement, as well as general and institutional provisions 

3.
The Foreign Trade Information System (SICE)


Accurate and easy-to-access information is crucial to broadening the benefits of globalization and trade liberalization for the countries participating in the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) negotiations. Trade policy officials and private sector entrepreneurs need to keep up to date on the various agreements being negotiated and signed by their FTAA partner countries, and understand the implications of their own negotiations, given existing commitments.  The complexity of the negotiating agenda, coupled with the increasing number of negotiations, increases the cost of keeping up to date on these developments, particularly for countries where access to the Internet is relatively expensive (due to infrastructure that increases download time or to expensive telecommunications costs, for example) or for countries whose limited human resource capacity is already strained by the demands of the numerous ongoing negotiations. There is also increasing demand from civil society for information on trade agreements and trade-related information.  

SICE, the OAS’s Foreign Trade Information System Website, aims to make it easier for citizens of the OAS Member States to access pertinent trade-related information. As such, SICE aims to provide trade negotiators, entrepreneurs, researchers, and others from civil society easy access to the texts, annexes, and related documents of trade and investment agreements signed by FTAA countries, as well as information related to trade in the Americas, including the FTAA.

The work of SICE involves three main areas: the SICE Web site, the official FTAA Web site, and the Secure Document Distribution Service for FTAA negotiating documents. In addition, SICE assists the Trade Unit with various projects. 

a)
The SICE web site

The SICE Website’s objective is to serve as a one-stop source of trade-related information for and about the Americas.  By using SICE, government officials may save time otherwise spent searching for and organizing information. Members of civil society and the private sector, as well as researchers, can benefit from SICE’s multilingual, user-friendly and regularly updated information.   SICE remains committed to providing information on the ongoing negotiations and other trade policy developments in the Americas on a regular basis.  During the period covered by this report, SICE focused on perfecting the trade policy developments section in order to provide up-to-date information on current trade negotiations.  SICE has also continued to update the database of completed trade agreements and to maintain the sections containing information organized by negotiating area. 

The client-tracking software (Webtrends) indicates that during the period between June and December 2003, SICE recorded over 1.1 million visits. The term “visit” indicates the series of actions that begins when a visitor views their first page from the server, and ends when the visitor leaves the site.  The average time a visitor spent on the SICE website during this period was about 13 ½ minutes. Usage statistics indicate that SICE has seen increased activity:  during the same period of 2002, SICE received 921,000 visits, with 615,000 visits from June to December 2001 and 522,000 visits during this period in the year 2000. Another popularly used indicator of usage is the number of hits, which measure the number of files requested by the user.  In the period June – December 2003, SICE had 16,654,725 successful Hits. 

b)
FTAA Official Website

The Tripartite Committee manages the FTAA official website (http://www.ftaa-alca.org and www.zlea.org) on behalf of member countries.  Operational responsibility for managing the structure and updating the site belongs to SICE, with some documents and databases managed by the IDB and ECLAC. 

During the period covered by this report, SICE, working with the Tripartite Committee and at the request of the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society undertook the second phase of the redesign of the official FTAA Website, with the objective of making this Website more user-friendly and attractive.  SICE undertook, in the second half of this period a major restructuring of the site in order to add a “language switchability” feature, enabling users to view documents in all available languages within one click. This project was undertaken in December 2003 and will be completed in the first half of 2004.  In addition, a new section was added to the Civil Society section of the website showcasing the results of the issue meetings with civil society and a new “What’s New” section was added to the site. 

In November, SICE worked closely with the FTAA Co-chairs and with the FTAA Administrative Secretariat to post all relevant documents from the Miami Ministerial, including all four language versions of the third draft FTAA agreement. SICE staff marked up the third draft agreement, in the four official FTAA languages -- a total of over 1800 pages --  in HTML and posted this version on the date that the Ministerial finished, one day earlier than planned.  


Client tracking software indicates a total of more than 766, 000 visits during the period between June and December 2003, more than double the 407,800 recorded in the same period of 2001. This website saw more than 22,000,000 hits during this period. 

c)
The FTAA Document Distribution Service (Secure Site)


The FTAA Secure Document Distribution Service is a secure method of storing and distributing current and archival documents for the FTAA process.  The secure site began operations on May 1, 1999, with 598 documents.  By June 30, 1999, the secure site had 1200 documents; in March 2000 it had approximately 2500, by the end of 2000 the number of FTAA documents nearly tripled, reaching a total of almost 6000, and by the end of 2001, this number had reached approximately 9,400.  By March 2002 there were over 10,400 documents on the Secure Site and as of December 2003 there were more than 25,000 documents. Modifications continue to be made to individual sections of the secure site in order to increase user-friendliness and keep up with the growing user demands of the site. 

d)  Other Projects


During this period, SICE worked closely with the Trade Unit to maintain the website for the OAS-WTO Trade Course for government officials (http://tradecourse.sice.oas.org). SICE staff provided the design for the Website, including a designated section for course participants, and regularly updated the site.

SICE also provided support to the Trade Unit’s NETAMERICAS Website (www.netamericas.net), including providing supplementary CDs of the materials of the Conference: “La Integración a la Economía Mundial y Regional: los Retos para Centroamérica.”   In November 2003. 

4.
Inter-institutional cooperation and collaboration

a)
The Tripartite Committee


The Trade Unit has been working for eight years with the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), within the Tripartite Committee, in order to provide technical support to FTAA entities (Ministerial meetings, the Trade Negotiations Committee, Negotiating Groups, Special Committees and Consultative Group).  To maximize the comparative advantage of each institution, support for the Negotiating Groups was divided among members of the Tripartite Committee, so as to make the most effective use of limited resources.  The three institutions take turns in coordinating the work of the Committee, for six months each. During 2002, coordination was in the hands of the OAS and the IDB, respectively, while ECLAC took over coordination during the first half of 2003.


In the Ministerial Declaration of Miami, Ministers expressed appreciation for the support provided by the Tripartite Committee (the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Organization of American States (OAS), and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)) to the FTAA negotiations and their technical, analytical, and financial contribution to the hemispheric integration process. We also thank the IDB, ECLAC, and the OAS for the support provided to the Hemispheric Cooperation Program, and to the issue meetings of civil society, and for redesigning and maintaining the official FTAA website. We encourage the Tripartite Committee to continue to support the negotiations and the HCP, and reiterate the need for their continued collaboration during this final stage of the negotiations. 


In addition, Ministers in Miami welcomed the efforts of the CGSE, with the assistance of the Tripartite Committee, to implement the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP) and encouraged the countries with the help of the Tripartite Committee to finalize the TCB strategies as appropriate and to organize sub-regional meetings with donors to continue discussions on the TCB strategies.


In addition, the Tripartite Committee continued to comply with specific requests by Ministers in the Toronto and  Buenos Aires Ministerial Declarations: 1) to explore opportunities for technical assistance to facilitate the organization of an inventory of measures which affect trade in services and the establishment of a work program to improve statistics on trade in services; 2) to maintain on an ongoing basis a calendar of deadlines established by the Negotiating Groups for inputs from delegations; 3) to assist FTAA governments through the mechanism of the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies to identify possible sources of technical assistance based on the existing database prepared by the Tripartite Committee and the needs as identified by countries; and 4) support the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society in developing a list of options for the consideration and decision of the Trade Negotiations Committee, which could include dissemination programs in smaller economies.

b)
Other inter-institutional activities


The Trade Unit has continued to work in close cooperation with the IDB and with ECLAC, within the Tripartite Committee, in support of the various FTAA bodies.  It has also worked on specific trade capacity building projects with other international institutions, such as the WTO, UNCTAD, the World Bank, the OECD, and subregional bodies such as ALADI, SIECA, the Andean Community, MERCOSUR, and the Caribbean Negotiating Machinery (CRNM). These projects are specifically referred to in the following section on trade related capacity building and cooperation


Particularly noteworthy is the fact that the Ministers in Doha endorsed the “New Strategy for WTO Technical Cooperation for Capacity Building, Growth and Integration” and the OAS is explicitly referred to as a WTO partner in the strategy for Latin America and the Caribbean as follows:


“Assisting the countries in their economic integration process. This includes preparation and negotiations on a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), to show to the officials involved in regional integration negotiations, the importance and extent of their countries’ multilateral commitments and the necessity to strive for WTO consistency in regional agreements. The principal partner with the WTO in this area would be the OAS”
5.
Trade-related capacity building and cooperation


With the approval of the FTAA Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP), the OAS Trade Unit has expanded its menu of trade-related capacity building activities in the Americas. This menu includes the following modalities:

a).
Support for the Development of Trade-Related Capacity Building Strategies:  

Assistance was provided to eleven countries --Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, El Salvador, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Uruguay-- in the development of their national and/or subregional trade capacity building strategies.   These strategies define, prioritize, and articulate countries’ trade-related needs in three main areas:  preparing for negotiations; implementing trade commitments; and adjusting to integration in order to maximize the benefits of trade liberalization.

b).
Training Programs for Government Officials and Trade Policy Dialogues with Civil Society through the following modalities: 
From 2003 to 2004, the Trade Unit has carried out and plans to conduct the following activities in the area of training:

·    An Advanced Training Course for Government Officials in Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas. In 2003 this course was organized and financed by the OAS in partnership with the WTO at the University of West Indies in Barbados and at Georgetown University in Washington DC. Two sessions of the course were delivered: one for Spanish-speaking participants in association with Georgetown University and the other in association with the University of the West Indies for the English-speaking participants. The WTO has recommended that the Course serve as a model for the delivery of the Doha Development Agenda Short Trade Policy Courses. Both courses will be offered in the Summer of 2004.

·    Partnerships with academic institutions to develop Training Programs in Trade Policy. Through this new modality of support, the Trade Unit seeks to form a critical mass of “trainers” in trade disciplines and issues and establish partnerships with academic and research institutions (think-tanks), and trade associations. The objective is to strengthen the local capacities and promote sustained capacity building at the national and regional levels. While this program started in Central America with 12 trainers from the region, the Trade Unit expects to expand it to the Caribbean, the Andean Community, Panama and the Dominican Republic, for which it will seek to obtain additional funding.

·    Cycle of Workshops, Conferences and Dialogues on Trade Policy for high-level executives, managers and other leaders. This modality of trade capacity building, mainly addressed to the private sector, was carried out in Central America in conjunction with the ministries responsible for trade policy and trade associations during 2003.  This program has been designed to strengthen trade capacities and to promote public and private sector dialogue, as well as the participation of civil society in the context of the FTAA HCP.  Upon request, the Trade Unit is prepared to offer this program in other countries.


The Cycle of Workshops, Conferences and Dialogues includes the following list of activities:

(i). Specialized training workshops in different trade disciplines. These workshops involve two-day practical exercises for both the public and private sector. 

(ii). High-level conferences for executives, managers and other leaders. These conferences can be in different trade disciplines or in subjects of interest to the productive sectors and will last from two hours to half a day to allow for the participation of executives and managers.

(iii). Dialogues with civil society. The OAS will support dialogues with civil society organized by Governments and dialogues in which a Government requests the participation of the OAS.

·    A series of sub-regional seminars and workshops on trade specific issues. These are addressed to government officials in areas such as competition policy and trade-remedy laws, dispute settlement, e-commerce, government procurement, intellectual property rights, investment, services, and technical barriers to trade, which are the Trade Unit’s areas of expertise.

(i) Comprehensive two-to-six week trade policy courses in association with prestigious academic institutions.  Examples include:

· Advanced Training Course for Government Officials in Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas, now in its seventh year at Georgetown University, Washington DC, and for the second year at University of West Indies, Barbados.  (In partnership with the WTO.)

· Six-week International Trade Policy Training Program at the Post-Graduate Level, Barbados, February-March 2004. (In association with the Centre for International Services (CIS), University of the West Indies, and the Centre for Trade Policy and Law (CTPL), Carleton University, Canada).

·  Three-week course on Trade Policy, Lima, Peru, February-March 2004 for the Peruvian trade negotiating team. (Organized at the request of--and financed by--the Government of Peru).

(ii) Cycle of Conferences, Workshops and Trade Policy Dialogues. Under this cost-effective and flexible modality, one (or two) expert on a particular trade issue visits a country for two-to-four day missions and participates in a variety of activities tailored, among others, to: executives and private sector leaders; government officials; NGOs, parliamentarians or journalists.  

(iii) Sub-regional Seminars and Workshops on Trade Specific Issues: These are addressed to government officials in the areas of expertise of the Trade Unit.

(iv) Horizontal Cooperation: In the context of their response to requests made under the HCP, several countries have offered to share their experiences in both negotiating and implementing trade agreements through three types of modalities: regional workshops, experts’ visits to individual countries or internships.  The Trade Unit offers financial and logistical support to this very effective form of cooperation.  

c).
Program to support initiatives for the modernization of government procurement systems 


The Trade Unit can support countries in the development of strategies and project profiles in the area of modernization of their government procurement systems with a view to increasing transparency and efficiency of procurement operations, the digital inclusion of the micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSME) and greater participation in trade and investment.  


The Unit is collaborating with the Andean Community Secretariat to assess regional coordination and technical cooperation in the development of strategies and projects to modernize government procurement systems.  The first step is the electronic publication in the internet of information on government procurement operations.  A similar initiative was proposed jointly by the IDB and the OAS and is presently under consideration by the Central American countries.  Electronic publishing of government procurement activities is the first stage in the development of modern government procurement systems and results in increased transparency and efficiency in government procurement and is also associated with greater market access participation for small businesses. To perform these activities, the Trade Unit has the support of the United States Mission to the OAS and is cooperating with the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).  The Unit has also made plans to cooperate with the Development Gateway Foundation by using the platform established by dgMarkets to perform demonstrations of internet publication of information pertaining to government procurement. 


In the areas of guidance and training, the Unit is organizing a Workshop on Strategies for the Development of Electronic Systems for Government Procurement to be implemented in cooperation with the Ministry of Planning of Brazil.  The objective of the workshop is to review strategies for the modernization of government procurement; to identify technical cooperation needs of common interest to the participating countries; and to organize an Inter-American Government Procurement Network to facilitate the implementation of the corresponding activities.  The Unit is also organizing an on-line course on strategies for the development of modern government procurement systems and a specialized electronic forum to facilitate the exchange of experiences, mutual support and joint efforts by the countries in this area of work.   


In the area of disseminating information, the Unit is preparing comparative profiles on the design, operation, and development of electronic government procurement systems in Latin America and the Caribbean.  In this context, the Unit is also working toward the establishment of a web portal that facilitates direct access to pertinent information for modernization program policy makers in OAS member States.

d).
TCB Program for the Caribbean: 

This program includes six projects on: impact studies, legal modernization, trade reference centers, public information, “one-stop shops” for investment facilitation, and the establishment of a local advisory / steering committee.
e).
 Program to support the MSMEs participation in government procurement and access to electronic markets and online technical services 


The Trade Unit has carried out activities in the areas of information, guidance, and training and technical support for the development of strategies and project profiles in those countries that express interest in technical cooperation to strengthen the institutional framework for micro, small and medium enterprises, in order to increase their participation in trade and investment in the region.


In this context, the Trade Unit will continue to cooperate with countries interested in strengthening the institutional framework in which MSMEs operate. This includes the preparation of strategies and technical cooperation project profiles to strengthen those organizations that support MSMEs participation in modern government procurement systems via the Internet, in corporate portals and electronic markets, as well as in on-line technical services for business development.


The Unit will cooperate with confederations and associations of MSMEs of the region and with academia and technical institutions from the countries that have given priority to this line of action, in particular with those that want to support the organization, training and certification of MSMEs to access markets and services via the Internet.   In this area of work, the Unit will continue its collaboration with confederations from Argentina, Chile and Brazil with emphasis on participation in government procurement.  A similar action has been initiated with the Central American countries in the areas of business development and participation in government procurement and other markets in the framework of CAFTA.  There are a number of initiatives underway to support the development of the SMEs in Central America with contributions from FEMCIDI. FEMCIDI is currently considering a project proposal presented by Honduras that was prepared with the support of the Trade Unit.  


The Unit has initiated consultations with the Secretariat of the OECS and other entities in the Caribbean on the possibility of developing a technical cooperation project with the objective of increasing transparency and the participation of MSMEs in government procurement.  ICA has indicated that is willing to co-sponsor a technical preparatory meeting and a high level meeting to prepare a strategy and design a cooperation project to be submitted to donors.  

In training, research and dissemination of information, the Unit has available recent information on the participation of MSMEs in government procurement and electronic commerce compiled by the Trade Unit and from projects that have been supported by FEMCIDI as well as by additional contributions for technical cooperation from the US Mission to the OAS.  This information will be distributed through the Internet.  The Unit has also initiated cooperation with the Ministry of Planning and SEBRAE of Brazil, as well as with the General Services Administration (GSA) of the United States, given the experience of these institutions in the organization of training programs for the participation of the MSMEs in government procurement.   
f).
Competitiveness and Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)

Activities are carried out to assist SMEs in the use of information and communication technologies to improve export competitiveness, enhance participation in local and international supply chains and develop new businesses.

g).
Networking with Academic Communities

An important component of the trade policy capacity infrastructure in each country and region is the human resources engaged in high-quality research on trade and integration issues. These resources and capacities are unevenly distributed among the countries in the hemisphere. Positive externalities arise when governments have access to a dynamic local academic community that is well connected to state of the art research.

To contribute to these efforts, and building on existing sub-regional academic networks, the General Secretariat of the OAS, through the Trade Unit, invited a group of eminent scholars of the Americas to set up a network of researchers on trade and integration issues. One of the main instruments for capacity-building and information sharing in this area is the creation of a website for this network: www.NetAmericas.net, active since December 2001. Also, as part of the Network’s activities NetAmericas has organized timely conferences and round tables that have brought together trade scholars, negotiators, and policy makers to discuss relevant integration and development topics. The Trade Unit continues to work on expanding and coordinating the network, and maintaining and improving the website.The Trade Unit promotes networking and information-sharing among the academic communities of the Hemisphere working on trade and integration issues through NetAmericas, the Research Network on Trade in the Americas (www.netamericas.net). NetAmericas, open to individuals with a record of scholarly research and publications, organizes conferences on integration that bring together trade scholars, policy makers, and representatives from civil society.

h).
Civil Society Awareness and Education
Work in this area involves seminars to enhance understanding of FTAA and trade and integration issues among the private sector, legislators, journalists, academics, and students, among others.

i).
Publications

The Trade Unit produces original studies, technical publications and books on multilateral and regional trade issues that are used in its training activities and also for wider dissemination among the interested public. 

6.
The Special Committee on Trade and its Advisory Group


At its 30th regular session, the General Assembly approved a resolution on “Trade and Integration in the Americas”, in which it decided “to accept the recommendation of the Chairman of the Special Committee on Trade (SCT) and based on his consultations with member states of the SCT, to maintain the status quo, that is, to maintain the existence of the SCT without convening the Committee”.


Since the SCT did not meet during the period covered by this report, the Trade Unit was not called upon to provide any support to that body.
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PROGRESS REPORT OF THE CEPCIDI WORKING GROUP ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ON THE STATUS OF THE PREPARATION
OF THE DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

BACKGROUND

In response to a decision adopted by CIDI at its First Special Special Meeting held in 2001, by way of resolution CIDI/RES. 13 (I-E/01), “Ministerial Meeting for Sustainable Development”, the Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development was held in February 11-12, 2002, at OAS headquarters.


At that meeting, the Inter-American Committee adopted resolution CIDI/CIDS/RES. 1 (III-O/02), “Support for the Summit of the Americas Sustainable Development Initiatives,” which assigned high priority to the preparation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) for the period 2002-2005. 


On April 26, 2002, CEPCIDI integrated a Working Group on Sustainable Development, Chaired by Ms. Lisa Cummins, Alternate Delegate of Barbados, entrusting it the task to follow-up the decisions and mandates adopted at the Third meeting of the Inter-American Committee, including the preparation of Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORK

Inter-American draft Program for Sustainable Development


The Working Group held a meeting on January 30, 2003, at which time it requested the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment to prepare a preliminary draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development. In compliance with said request, on March 3, 2003, the Unit distributed to the member states a preliminary draft Program (CEPCIDI/GT/DS/doc.4/03). This document was presented to the Working Group at its subsequent meeting held on April 8, 2003.


During the course of 2003, the Working Group considered the draft text presented during various formal sessions, as well as in informal meetings. 


On April 15, 2003, the Chair of the Working Group presented to CEPCIDI at its LXXXIX Regular Meeting, an oral report outlining the status of the preparation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2002-05.

On the basis of said report, CEPCIDI formulated a recommendation to CIDI at its Eight Regular Meeting, held at OAS Headquarters, April 25, 2003, which was adopted by way of resolution CIDI/RES. 132 (VIII-O/03) “Authorization to Cepcidi for Adoption of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development ad referendum of CIDI.

Operative paragraphs resolved:

“1.
To authorize the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2002-05 and to approve it ad referendum of CIDI at its next meeting.

2.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, to support the work of CEPCIDI’s Working Group on Sustainable Development in its preparation of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development.”
The Working Group continued its study of the draft Inter-American Program during the course of 2003 and 2004, in various formal and informal meetings, with the understanding that the Program should cover the period 2004-07.

At its meeting held on March 30, 2004, the Working Group entertained proposals in topics, including sustainable land management, and environment and health. The Working Group took note of the proposals presented and agreed to consider them in due course. 

At its meeting held on April 13, 2004, the Working Group evaluated the progress made on the review of the draft Inter-American Program, and agreed to submit to CEPCIDI a report highlighting the status of the compliance of mandate contained in CIDI/RES.132. At its meeting held on April 19, 2004, the Working Group agreed to present CEPCIDI a draft resolution on this matter, for submittal to CIDI for its consideration.

Health and Environment Initiative

On April 19, 2004, the Working Group considered a draft resolution on the matter related to Environment and Health. It was noted that at the 3rd Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Governments requested the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) to support the holding of a regional meeting between the Ministers of the Environment and Health, in order to evaluate the progress made on these issues, and identify priority areas of cooperation.

The Working Group exchanged views on the initiative presented and regarded that the General Secretariat, through its Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, should continue to participate in the follow-up work that the Ministries of Environment and Health are carrying out in these areas. To this end, the Working Group approved a draft resolution on the matter for submission to CEPCIDI, and to CIDI, which is contained in this report.  

Adoption of Progress Report


At its meeting held April 19, 2004, the Working Group approved this Progress Report, along with two draft resolutions “Status of the Preparation of the Draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development”, and “Follow-Up of the Initiative of the Ministers of Health and Environment of the Americas”, for submission to CEPCIDI and CIDI for its consideration.
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REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIES

TO MOBILIZE EXTERNAL RESOURCES AND EXPAND

OAS FELLOWSHIP AND TRAINING PROGRAMS

BACKGROUND


In April 2003, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) adopted Resolution CIDI/RES. 134 (VIII-O/03) “Approval of the Manual of Procedures for OAS Fellowship and Training Programs,” in which operative paragraph 2:  “Instructs the General Secretariat to prepare and implement a plan of action to mobilize external and other resources from regional or international organizations, public or private entities, philanthropic or commercial institutions, or institutions of higher education to cofinance the expansion of undergraduate and graduate fellowships, professional development, and technical studies.”

At its Eighth Regular Session, CIDI also adopted Resolution CIDI/RES. 135 (VIII-O/03)  “Approval of the Statute of the Capital Fund for the OAS Fellowship and Training Program,” in which operative paragraph 6: “Instructs the General Secretariat to prepare and implement a plan of action to mobilize funds from external sources for the Fellowship Capital Fund and other funds, bearing in mind the policies and procedures of the OAS Fellowship and Training Program and taking into account the strategies of the Fellowship and Training Department to expand access to educational opportunities for citizens of member states, and especially to expand the fellowships program for undergraduate studies and initiate the technical studies fellowship program.”
In response to the mandate contained in Resolution CIDI/RES. 134  “Approval of the Manual of Procedures for OAS Fellowship and Training Programs,” the Fellowship and Training Department stepped up its efforts to expand the traditional OAS fellowship program by developing a series of new initiatives, such as fellowships for distance graduate studies, expansion of the consortium of universities, establishment of a corporate fellowship program, increased options for education credits, etc., all of which would enhance available educational and professional development opportunities for qualified  professionals and students in the hemisphere.

As regards the mandate contained in Resolution CIDI/RES: 135 (VIII-O/03) “Approval of the Statute of the Capital Fund for the OAS Fellowship and Training Program,” the Technical Secretary of the Capital Fund Committee for OAS Fellowships and Training Programs reported on the election of Costa Rica, United States, Mexico, and Saint Kitts and Nevis as members of that Committee and took appropriate steps so that those countries would appoint their principal and alternate delegates to the Committee and could have draft rules of procedure governing its operations as soon as possible, so that it could begin its work. 

STRATEGY


The plan of action implemented by the Fellowships and Training Department, in compliance with the mandate received in Resolution CIDI/RES. 134 (VIII-O/03), is based on two fundamental strategies. 


The first strategy consists in reducing the unit cost to the Organization of fellowships granted for graduate studies. To this end, the new mechanism for placement of fellows included in the recently approved Manual of Procedures of the OAS Fellowships and Training Program was combined with gradual use of cofinancing agreements established with prestigious universities in 13 OAS member countries. 


The second strategy consists in fostering activities to mobilize external resources.  To this end. the Training and Fellowships Department designed the Corporate Fellowships Program, created to form alliances with the private sector to promote its participation in activities focusing on the social responsibility of corporations.  The program is innovative and highly flexible, since it combines the vast administrative network of the OAS and its consortium of universities with the resources of corporations and individuals in a training effort, which takes into account both the development needs of the countries and the interests of the participating companies. 

RESULTS 

a)  More effective use of resources 

Cofinancing of OAS scholarships by a broad consortium of universities in the region, combined with the OAS mechanism for placement of fellows, has been one of the most effective initiatives that has been implemented in recent years.  In fact, from 2001 to 2003, this type of partnership has made it possible to multiply the funds of the OAS Fellowship and Training Program by leveraging them against the resources of the universities participating in the consortium.  To date, cofinancing agreements have been signed with 49 universities in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, United States, Mexico, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and Venezuela, 20 of which were established in the last fourteen months.  These efforts are being pursued through current negotiations going on with 23 other universities in  Argentina, Barbados, Colombia, United States, Guatemala, Honduras, and Jamaica. (See Attachment I)


This more efficient use of the Organization’s resources has been reflected in a marked, progressive increase in the number of graduate fellowships granted over the past three years, thereby maximizing the yield obtained from the budget resources for graduate scholarships allocated to the Fellowship and Training Department.  As you can see in Table 1, total graduate fellowships increased by 66.3% from 2001 to 2003, while the budget approved for graduate study and research fellowships during that period of time fell by 12%. 

Table 1

Evolution of Fellowships for Academic Studies at Graduate Level and Research a/

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	% change

2001-2003

	Fellowships for graduate studies and research



	       Number of fellowships granted
	282
	348
	469
	66.3



	       Approved budget (in thousands of US$)
	6,364.4
	5,603.0
	5,603.0
	-12.0




a/ Fellowships for graduate academic studies and research absorb about 88% of budget resources appropriated for fellowships and training.

Furthermore, these important reductions in the cost of tuition at institutions of higher education which are members of this consortium of universities could be extended to national institutions which have their own scholarship programs and are interested in establishing cooperation agreements.  At the present time, the Fellowship and Training Department is negotiating an agreement of this sort with the President of the Republic Fellowships Program in the Chilean Planning Ministry. 

b) Mobilization of resources

The strategy for mobilization of external resources is being implemented initially through a series of joint activities with business associations in member states.  The Fellowship and Training Department is promoting its Corporate Fellowships Program in various North American Chambers of Congress in member states, and joint activities have been developed so far with two of them, one in Chile and the other in Jamaica. 


The meeting with AmCham Chile took place in Santiago in June 2003, when the OAS Secretary General and the President of the American Chamber of Commerce of Chile (AmCham Chile) signed an agreement laying the groundwork for cooperation between the OAS Fellowships and Training Program and companies associated with AmCham Chile to carry out projects and activities to train human resources by sponsorship and dissemination of the OAS Fellowship and Training Program, and specifically its Corporate Fellowships Program, designed to encourage their participation as part of the corporate social responsibility activities they were involved in.  In November 2003, AmCham Chile organized an event with its partners in which the Fellowship and Training Department had an opportunity to learn about the details of its Corporate Fellowships Program.  As a result of these activities, the Coca-Cola Chile Foundation expressed an interest in working in partnership with the OAS Fellowships Program, and this initiative is currently in the negotiation process.

The meeting with AmCham Jamaica took place in Kingston in March 2004, when that business association organized an event to promote the OAS Corporate Fellowships Program.  Invitations were extended to a large number of its members.  Following that meeting, the Fellowship and Training Department conducted personal interviews with the main executives of the following companies: Capital and Credit Merchant Bank Limited,  Cable and Wireless Jamaica Limited, Carreras Group Limited, National Commercial Bank Limited, Jamaica Flour Mills Limited, Grace Kennedy Foundation, Jamaica National Building Society, and Bank of Nova Scotia Limited.  All the executives interviewed expressed a keen interest in learning more about this Program, and indicated that they were prepared to put this proposal before their boards of directors as a first step to eventual participation in the Program.  The Fellowship and Training Department will ensure adequate follow-up on these initial contacts. 

These joint activities will be intensified in future, so that they can be expanded to other countries in the region.

In addition, the Fellowship and Training Department will also make efforts to attract external resources from other national and international agencies and organizations, with particular emphasis on the ones in OAS Permanent Observer States. 

FUTURE ACTION

The Fellowship and Training Department will pursue its efforts to mobilize external resources that will lead to expanded educational opportunities in the region.

These efforts will focus on the following areas of action:

· Increasing efforts to further expand the consortium of universities, with particular emphasis on institutions of high education and technical schools;

· Continuing to establish links with the private sector in the region to create opportunities for business leaders to develop initiatives in the area of corporate social responsibility through the OAS Fellowship and Training Program;

· Establishing fellowship cofinancing agreements with national and international institutions providing scholarships in both OAS member states and OAS permanent observer states;

· Cooperative activity with the Capital Fund Committee for OAS Fellowship and Training Programs, so that the Fund, which has a current balance of US$ 5.5 million, can initiate its operations as soon as possible.  For that purpose, the Technical Secretary of that Committee will work with its members to ensure the prompt establishment of the operating mechanisms needed to encourage member and observer states to make contributions to help finance the expansion of the OAS Fellowship and Training Program.  At the same time, it will endeavor to mobilize funds from outside sources in support of this Capital Fund, with a view to expanding the OAS Fellowships Program and especially its undergraduate studies program and to starting up the technical studies fellowship program. 

FUTURE RISKS

Despite the achievements of the past three years, the prospects for continued expansion of educational opportunities are highly uncertain, in light of the risks envisaged in the near future. 

In the first place, the growing cost of tuition, medical insurance, and materials and books, especially in some member countries, is one of the primary exogenous risks that will have a negative impact on the future capacity of the Fellowship and Training Department to leverage resources from outside sources. 

In the second place, subsistence costs in some countries continue to rise at a dizzying rate while the contributions received by OAS fellows for food and lodging, which are already insufficient in some countries, are becoming even more meager in view of increases in the cost of living.  This shortfall in the current levels has begun to limit access for some members of the consortium of universities, as these amounts are not enough to meet the minimum levels prevailing in these educational institutions. 

The third risk may be the most important one facing the OAS Fellowships Program because of its endogenous nature.  The overall budget for this Program was reduced by 11.2  % between 2001 and 2003.  In the absence of a reversal of this downward trend, a point will be reached when the new mechanisms and initiatives put into practice in recent years will lose their effectiveness as instruments to expand educational opportunities in Latin American and Caribbean countries.   Without additional resources for leverage, there is a serious risk that the expansion in these opportunities will be abruptly curbed.
ANNEX I

	OAS DEPARTMENT OF SCHOLARSHIPSAND TRAINING

UNIVERSITY CONSORTIUM

(as of march 31, 2004)

	
	
	

	Name of Institution
	Country
	Date of Agreement

	
	
	

	Universidad Torcuato di Tella
	Argentina
	2004-Mar

	Niagara College 
	Canada
	2004-Feb

	Juniata College
	United States
	2004-Jan

	Universidad de Talca 
	Chile
	2004-Jan

	Universidad Nacional del Centro
	Peru
	2003-Dec 

	Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso 
	Chile
	2003-Dec 

	Universidad Mayor 
	Chile
	2003-Dec 

	Universidad de Santiago de Chile 
	Chile
	2003-Dec 

	Thunderbird University
	United States
	2003-Oct

	Rochester Institute of Technology
	United States
	2003-Sep

	University for Peace
	Costa Rica
	2003-Sep

	Universidad ORT
	Uruguay
	2003-Aug

	Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María 
	Chile
	2003-Aug

	University of Miami  
	United States
	2003-Jun 

	Universidad Austral de Chile
	Chile
	2003-Jun 

	Universidad de los Andes Facultad de Administración
	Colombia
	2003-May

	Fairleigh Dickinson University
	United States
	2003-Apr

	Duke University Center for International Development
	United States
	2003-Mar

	Latin American Energy Organization-OLADE
	Ecuador
	2003-Feb

	Universidade Estadual de Campinas - UNICAMP
	Brasil
	2002-Dec

	New Mexico State University
	United States
	2002-Jun

	Instituto Centroamericano de Administración de Empresas-INCAE
	Costa Rica
	2002-May

	Universidad de los Andes Facultad de Economía
	Colombia
	2002-Mar

	Universidad Simón Bolivar
	Venezuela
	2002-Jan

	University of Louisville
	United States
	2002-Jan

	University of South Florida
	United States
	2002-Jan

	George Washington University
	United States
	2002-Jan

	Instituto Nacional de Astrofísica, Optica y Electrónica-INAOE
	Mexico
	2002-Jan

	Instituto Colombiano de Crédito Educativo y Estudios Técnicos en el Exterior “Mariano Ospina Perez”- ICETEX
	Colombia
	2002-Jan

	Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
	Chile
	2002-Jan

	Academic and Professional Programs for the Americas-LASPAU
	United States
	2001-Dec

	Midwestern State University
	United States
	2001-Dec

	Universidad del Valle
	Colombia
	2001-Nov

	Viterbo University 
	United States
	2001-Oct

	Princeton University-Woodrow Wilson School of Public Policy
	United States
	2001-Oct

	Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social-CIESAS
	Mexico
	2001-Oct

	Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey-ITESM
	Mexico
	2001-Oct

	Universidad Tecnológica de Pereira
	Colombia
	2001-Oct

	Georgia College & State University 
	United States
	2001-Sep

	University of New Mexico 
	United States
	2001-Jul

	Texas Christian University 
	United States
	2001-Jun

	Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza-CATIE
	Costa Rica
	2001-Jun

	University of Alberta 
	Canada
	2001-Jun

	Williams College 
	United States
	2001-May

	Bureau of Educational & Cultural Affairs:
	United States
	2001-May

	Academic & Professional Programs for 
	United States
	2001-May

	the Americas-LASPAU-Fullbright-GS/OAS Ecology Initiative
	United States
	2001-May

	Asociación Panamericana de Instituciones de Crédito Educativo-APICE      
	Colombia
	2001-Mar

	Fundación APEC de Crédito Educativo-FUNDAPEC
	Republica Dominicana
	2001-Jan

	Universidad Nacional de Rosario
	Argentina
	In Process

	Universidad de San Andrés
	Argentina
	In Process

	Universidad de Buenos Aires
	Argentina
	In Process

	Pontificia Universidad Católica Argentina
	Argentina
	In Process

	Instituto Tecnológico de Buenos Aires
	Argentina
	In Process

	Instituto Superior Octubre 
	Argentina
	In Process

	The University of the West Indies (Cave Hill)
	Barbados
	In Process

	Pontificia Universidad Catolica do Rio de Janeiro
	Brasil
	In Process

	Universidad de Concepción 
	Chile
	In Process

	Universidad Alberto Hurtado
	Chile
	In Process

	Universidad ICESI
	Colombia
	In Process

	Pontificia Universidad Javeriana
	Colombia
	In Process

	Universidad Rafael Landívar
	Guatemala
	In Process

	Escuela Agricola Panamericana-Zamorano
	Honduras
	In Process

	The University of Technology
	Jamaica
	In Process

	The University College of the Caribbean
	Jamaica
	In Process

	Escuela de Administración de Negocios para Graduados 
	Peru
	In Process

	Wake Forest University
	United States
	In Process

	University of Wisconsin-Madison
	United States
	In Process

	University of Texas at Dallas
	United States
	In Process

	University of Missouri – Columbia
	United States
	In Process

	University of Mississipi
	United States
	In Process

	Emory University
	United States
	In Process


ANNEX II

RESOLUTIONS APPROVED BY CIDI AT ITS NINTH REGULAR MEETING

(To be reviewed by the Style Committee)

CIDI/RES. 141 (IX-O/04)

CONTINUING PARTICIPATION IN THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR

INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT BY MEMBER STATES THAT HAVE NOT
RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL OF MANAGUA

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII‑E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” and resolutions AG/RES. 1442 (XXVI‑O/96), AG/RES. 1507 (XXVII-O​/97), AG/RES. 1575 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1726 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1815 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1863 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1910 (XXXIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 24 (II‑O/97), CIDI/RES. 42 (III-O/98), CIDI/RES. 83 (IV-O/99), CIDI/RES. 94 (V-O/00), CIDI/RES. 4 (I-E/01), CIDI/RES. 116 (VII-O/02) and CIDI/RES. 138 (VIII-O/03) on continuation of the aforementioned participation;


EMPHASIZING the amendments made to the Charter of the Organization of American States to incorporate the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of integral development (Protocol of Washington) and to establish an Inter-American Council for Integral Development to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving their integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty (Protocol of Managua); and


CONSIDERING that as of the date of this resolution there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states that have signed and not ratified the Protocol of Washington, which incorporates the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of development, and the Protocol of Managua, which establishes the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to consider doing so as soon as possible.

2. To request the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session to extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.

CIDI/RES. 142 (IX-O/04)

FOLLOW-UP ON THE MONTERREY CONFERENCE

ON FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI), 

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 114 (VII-O/02, CIDI/RES. 128 (VIII-O/03, AG/RES. 1865 (XXXII-O/02 and AG/RES. 1911 (XXXIII-O/03 “Follow-up on the International Conference on Financing for Development”; integral development for their peoples, as conditions essential to peace and security”; and

The Monterrey Consensus, adopted by the United Nations International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Monterrey, Mexico, from March 18 to 22, 2002,

CONSIDERING:

That the Summits of the Americas process has established political priorities at the hemispheric level which coincide with the agreements reached at the United Nations International Conference on Financing for Development and are intended to create greater prosperity, increase economic opportunities, and, at the same time, promote social justice and the development of human potential;

That in the Monterrey Consensus the Heads of State and Government noted, with concern, the shortfalls in available resources required to achieve the internationally agreed development goals;


That the Monterrey Consensus identifies as one of its objectives mobilizing and increasing the effective use of financial resources and achieving the national and international economic conditions needed to fulfill internationally agreed development goals, in particular those contained in the Millennium Declaration, to eliminate poverty, improve social conditions and raise living standards, and protect our environment;

That in the Monterrey Consensus the Heads of State and Government recognized that achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, demands a new partnership between developed and developing countries, and they committed themselves to sound policies, good governance at all levels, and the rule of law;


That the inter-American system and particularly the OAS have multilateral cooperation bodies and mechanisms on political, economic, and social issues that are responsible for the promotion of democracy, human rights, fighting corruption and drugs, and civil society participation, among others, and, therefore, position the OAS as a premier forum within the inter-American system for working with the United Nations in fulfilling, in the Hemisphere, the commitments undertaken in the Monterrey Consensus;

That the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI decided to establish the Working Group to Identify a Strategy for Follow-up to the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development to promote efforts to fulfill the mandates issued in resolutions CIDI/RES. 114 (VII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1865 (XXXII-O/02); 

That the Working Group to Identify a Strategy for Follow-up to the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development adopted its work plan, contained in document CEPCIDI/GT/FIN/doc.3/03 Rev. 3;
That, the elements contained in said work plan coincide in large part with those being considered in the process of strengthening cooperation for development that is being carried out by CEPCIDI; 

That the resources for holding meeting in the framework of CEPCIDI are extremely limited, making it necessary to use those resources in the most effective and focused way possible, 


That CEPCIDI will consider the Work Plan of the Working Group to Identify a Strategy for Follow-up to the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development,

RESOLVES:

1. To request CEPCIDI that during the process of studying the strengthening of partnership for development, take into account the results of the Monterrey Conference as well as the elements contained in the Work Plan of the aforementioned Group, which can be found in document CEPCIDI/GT/FIN/doc.3/03 Rev.3.

2. In the context of the foregoing operative paragraph, to instruct CEPCIDI to continue evaluating the appropriate mechanisms by which the OAS may help member states link up with the instruments and mechanisms for development financing identified by the Monterrey Conference.

3. To request CEPCIDI to continue the process of consultations with inter-American institutions, other multilateral entities, permanent observers, and other donors, with the objective of identifying and implementing specific actions to support the member states of the Organization in their efforts to benefit from the results of the Monterrey Conference and to strengthen partnership for development. 

4. To congratulate the Working Group to Identify a Strategy for Follow-up to the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development for the work it carried out.

CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04)

STRENGTHENING MECHANISMS FOR THE POLICY DIALOGUE

FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI), 

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León emanating from the Special Summit of the Americas , the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development; 

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Québec City, the Heads of State and Government recognized the central role that the OAS plays in supporting the Summits Process. They further gave instructions for the strengthening and reform, as necessary, of the OAS’s institutional and financial mechanisms for supporting the Summits of the Americas process with regard to technical secretariat and support functions for ministerial and sectoral meetings on issues of import to the Organization;

That Article 31 of the OAS Charter establishes that inter‑American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the inter‑American system.

That the 1993 Protocol of Managua created CIDI in order to make the OAS’s technical cooperation an effective and efficient tool to assist the efforts of the member states in achieving integral development and eradicating poverty;

That the sectoral meetings at the ministerial level and the meetings of inter-American committees within the framework of CIDI have generated great dynamism in the follow-up of the Summit of the Americas;

That partnership for development efforts in which countries at different stages of development and with different levels of experience participate take place at two strategic levels: the political level, intended to strengthen dialogue, agreements, and institutional mechanisms in order to identify priority areas to ensure targeted implementation, and the level of technical cooperation, aimed at implementing political decisions and priorities through cooperation activities, programs, and projects, within the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, 
BEARING IN MIND: 

The urgent need to strengthen partnership for development and to invest cooperation mechanisms within the inter-American system with greater coherence, relying on cooperation from international agencies for support to member states in the design of policies and in the preparation and implementation of the priority cooperation programs, projects, and activities of  OAS member states;

The importance of the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings and inter-American committees in defining priorities to ensure the targeted implementation of partnership for development, and the role that the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development should play in ensuring greater efficacy and confronting the challenges of economic growth, extreme poverty and democratic governance; and
That CIDI is the main inter-American forum for dialogue on integral development issues, and that it should generate mechanisms for strengthening partnership for development, and act as a catalyst in mobilizing human, technical, and financial resources, and as coordinator, within the OAS, for the implementation of the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development;

RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate its commitment to continue strengthening those mechanisms for policy dialogue and partnership for development that assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and combat poverty. 

2.
To recognize that the cooperation programs, projects, activities and initiatives generated by the member states, under framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, must respond to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the policies and guidelines established at the ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees in order to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development and the reinforcement of cooperation strategies arising therefrom.

3.
To ask that at meetings of ministers and/or meetings of inter-American committees, the sectoral authorities review the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, with a view to recommending adjustments in the priorities of their respective areas. 

4.
To request authorities involved in sectoral processes to ensure coordination with the other member states in the preparation of ministerial meetings and meetings of inter-American committees, with support from the General Secretariat, and, in particular, the units and offices that serve as technical secretariats for those processes so as to make possible a substantive dialogue with a view to formulating policies, defining priorities, and developing activities.

  5.
To suggest that the sectoral authorities, in preparing, conducting, and following up on meetings of ministers or inter-American committees, give consideration to active participation by the relevant international organs, agencies, and entities, particularly those of the inter-American system, so that use can be made of their skills, knowledge, and experiences in defining policies and in the design and implementation of partnership for development programs, projects, and activities.

6.
To consult the sectoral authorities with a view to having them define how they wish to set their priorities at their ministerial meetings and or meetings of inter-American committees.

7.
To request the units and offices of the General Secretariat with responsibility as technical secretariats for sectoral process within CIDI to give preference to these processes in their activities and to ensure that this is reflected in any work plans and reports they present.

 8.
To agree that the Regular Meetings of CIDI, within the framework of the Strategic Plan, must play a more active role in intersectoral coordination with the aim of securing a more complete overview of the activities carried out by each sector to follow up on the Summits of the Americas and of enhancing coordination and the sharing of experiences. 

9.
To entrust the Secretariat for the Summit Process to coordinate and support linkages between the ministerial meetings and meetings of inter-American committees and the Summit Process and the distribution of information to its follow-up mechanisms. 


10.
To instruct CEPCIDI to explore how any role that the national development and/or cooperation agencies might have in CIDI could be strengthened.

11.
To entrust CEPCIDI, within the framework of the terms of this resolution as well as the conclusions arising from the Management Study, and the recommendations handed down by the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), with conducting a comprehensive examination of how the Agency’s funding and operations function and to present its conclusions and recommendations to CIDI.

12.
To instruct CEPCIDI to continue considering mechanisms and methods for furthering the process of strengthening political dialogue and partnership for development, particularly as regards following up on the Summits Process and the structure, representation, nature, and purpose of CIDI’s regular and special meetings and their relationship with CEPCIDI, and to submit its conclusions and recommendations to CIDI.

CIDI/RES. 144 (IX-O/04)

STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI), 

CONSIDERING:


That, according to Article 94 of the OAS Charter, and Article 1 of its Statutes, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) is an organ of the OAS whose purpose is to promote cooperation among the American States for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty;


That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 (hereinafter the Strategic Plan) provides that technical cooperation is important and embraces all the member states, regardless of their level of development;


That the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) is funded with voluntary contributions from member states and that its purpose is to contribute to the financing of national and multilateral cooperation programs, projects, and activities carried out under the Strategic Plan;


That, notwithstanding the important efforts by the Member States in the attainment of the resources contributed each year to FEMCIDI, they are insufficient to fund all projects presented. This reinforces the need that the Inter American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) make special efforts to obtain, from different sources, additional non-reimbursable financial and non-financial resources;


That the Strategic Plan indicates that within the spirit of the partnership for development, the national institutions taking part in activities will have to take into account the priority areas and the guidelines contained in this Strategic Plan, to ensure that the projects and activities related to the Plan are tied to mandates of Summits, Ministerial and Inter American Committee Meetings and give priority to those of a multilateral character;


That CIDI, in its resolution CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04) decided that cooperation programs, projects, activities and initiatives generated by Member States, carried out in the framework of the Strategic Plan, must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, the ministerial meetings, or inter-American committees so that cooperation strategies emanating therefrom are strengthened;


That the Strategic Plan indicates that cooperation activities in the priority areas must, to the extent possible, include in their formulation, implementation and evaluation, the following: (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) development of human resources; and (d) gender equality and equity;

That the technical secretariat of the Ministerial and Inter American Committee meetings provide support to the Member States, in preparing FEMCIDI projects, and carry out activities to coordinate and execute such projects, as requested;


That the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), by decision of its Management Board, has implemented a mechanism to evaluate cooperation activities funded with FEMCIDI funds; and


That partnership for development activities are selected and evaluated based on the document “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities” (CEPCIDI/doc.134/97),

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate that cooperation programs, projects, activities and initiatives of technical cooperation for integral development generated by the Member States, must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, particularly of the Strategic Plan, the Summits of the Americas, the ministerial meetings, and/or the inter-American committees and that priority shall be given to those of a multilateral character while retaining recognition of the importance of national projects to Member States.
2. To recommend to the Ministerial and inter-American committees to consider, in their meetings, the formulation of projects that implement the mandates and political decisions to which the preceding operative paragraph refers for its timely presentation to FEMCIDI by a Member State, and to instruct the GS/OAS, in all its areas, to provide coordinated support to them in formulating, coordinating, or executing projects, as requested, and in mobilizing other resources.

3. To note with satisfaction the project evaluation mechanism that has been initiated by the IACD and to instruct that the findings be used by the partnership for development actors to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness, impact, and sustainability of the beneficial results of partnership for development activities and to support the mobilization of other resources.
4. To call upon the member states to increase, to the extent possible, their contributions to finance partnership for development activities and to request the IACD to make special efforts to obtain, from different sources, additional non-reimbursable financial and non-financial resources.  In that connection, special attention must be paid to the themes of interest for the permanent observer states.
5. To instruct the IACD to implement greater collaboration and synergy among partnership for development programs and activities carried out by the different areas of the General Secretariat, particularly FEMCIDI, the fellowship and training programs, the Education Portal of the Americas, and potential external partners and to report to CEPCIDI on the matter.

6. To recommend the Member States that the cooperation activities they present in the priority areas of the Strategic Plan, include, as elements in their formulation, implementation and evaluation, to the extent possible, the following: (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) development of human resources; and (d) gender equality and equity, and to instruct the IACD, when preparing the preliminary FEMCIDI Programming Proposal and when performing the evaluation of technical cooperation activities, to verify if the projects have included, when appropriate, such elements..
7. To instruct CEPCIDI that, based on the decisions taken in this resolution and in resolution CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04) it proceed to update the document “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities” (CEPCIDI/doc.134/97).
8. To instruct CEPCIDI to continue strengthening the partnership for development mechanisms, and to report to CIDI.
CIDI/RES. 145 (IX-O/04)

POVERTY, EQUITY, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02) and CIDI/RES. 130 (VIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion,” and CEPCIDI/RES. 90 (LXXXIX-O/03), “High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion took place on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, from October 8 to 10, 2003; and


That the aforementioned meeting adopted the Declaration of Margarita, document RANPEIS/DEC. 1/03; and
CONSIDERING:


That Article 2.g of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;


That the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, states that no effort should be spared to free the citizens of the Americas from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty;


That the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas, recognizes that overcoming poverty, hunger, and social inequality are major challenges facing many countries of the Hemisphere in the 21st century;

That in the same declaration the Heads of State and Government urge the OAS to carefully consider the recommendations approved at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, to strengthen the hemispheric social agenda; 


That the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that “the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states”; 


The proposal for follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, document CEPCIDI/doc.594/03, and the method for its implementation, document CEPCIDI/doc.611/04 Corr. 1; and


That, to a large extent, the follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion will take place in the context of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development; but that the Declaration of Margarita specifically proposes that the Permanent Council and CIDI consider the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim,


That resolution AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) instructs the Permanent Council and CIDI, in light of the results of the meeting on Isla de Margarita, to define jointly new actions to strengthen existing mechanisms for cooperation to support the OAS member states in combating poverty,

RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the final report of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, contained in document RANPEIS/doc.6/03; and to agree to consider carefully the recommendations issued at that meeting.

2.
To congratulate and thank the Government of Venezuela for its efforts in organizing and holding the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion.

3.
To transmit to the General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth regular session, the Declaration of Margarita, adopted at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion.

4.
To take note of the proposal for follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, document CEPCIDI/doc.594/03, and the method for its implementation, document CEPCIDI/doc.611/04 Corr.1.

5.
To endorse the proposal, made by the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, to consider the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim.

6.
To instruct CEPCIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution to CIDI at its next regular meeting.

CIDI/RES. 146 (IX-O/04)

STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TRADE, DEBT, AND FINANCING

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN:

Article 30 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which establishes that “[t]he member states, inspired by the principles of inter-American solidarity and cooperation, pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice in their relations and integral development for their peoples, as conditions essential to peace and security”; and


Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of American States which recognizes “the close interdependence between foreign trade and economic and social development,”
CONSIDERING:


That in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government committed to continue implementing sound macroeconomic policies, prudent fiscal and monetary policies, appropriate exchange rate regimes, prudent and appropriate public debt management, diversification of the economy, and the improvement of competitiveness;


That in that same Declaration the Heads of State and Government recognized the important role that trade plays in promoting sustained growth and economic development.  They also maintained that sustainable economic growth is the most important factor for the management and servicing of public debt;


That the Declaration of Margarita, which contains the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, voiced interest in advancing the development of an open and transparent international trade system through bilateral, regional, and global negotiations, that promotes economic and social development that contributes to the fight against poverty, improved living standards, and enhanced trade opportunities for all;

That the purpose of CIDI is to promote cooperation among the American states with a view to achieving their integral development, especially in economic, social, scientific, and technological fields.

BEARING IN MIND:


The importance of international trade in the framework of globalization and for the proposed free trade areas in the Americas;

Paragraph 36 (“Trade, Debt, and Finance”) of the Declaration of Doha, adopted at the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the WTO, on November 14, 2001;


That in the Declaration of Nuevo León the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to advance the Doha Agenda in order to benefit all our economies, particularly developing economies, by promoting, among other measures, better access to markets and by eliminating export subsidies and by substantially reducing trade-distorting domestic support;


That the Declaration of Margarita underscored that, among other factors mentioned in the Monterrey Consensus, official development assistance and external debt relief as appropriate may help to improve the capacities of some countries to promote social and economic development, and that this should be accompanied by sound domestic macro-economic policies  Therefore, it is necessary to keep working towards new financial and economic domestic and international policies, taking into account the social dimension and the principle of shared responsibility in this regard;


The report on Trade, Debt, and Finance presented by the Working Group to the General Council of the World Trade Organization (WT/WGTDF/2);


Paragraph 13 of the Ministerial Declaration of the FTAA, adopted at the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade of the Hemisphere (Declaration of Quito), which states that “[w]e also recognize the importance of encouraging the promotion of financial policies that are conducive to the growth of hemispheric trade and investment, which could help address the external debt problem of some countries in the Hemisphere,”
RESOLVES:

1. To recommend to the General Assembly to convene, during the second semester of 2004, a joint meeting between the Permanent Council and the Executive Committee of the Inter American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to study the relationship between trade, debt and financing and to consider the impact of the burden of the debt service in the fight against poverty.  

2. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Trade Unit, to lend their support in the celebration of the meeting.

CIDI/RES. 147 (IX-O/04)

SPECIALIZED OR SECTORAL MEETINGS OF CIDI

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN Article 23 of the Statute of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development  (CIDI);


CONSIDERING the interest of the national authorities of various sectors in continuing to meet within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI),

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the sectoral areas of labor, education, social development, sustainable development, and ports have expressed an interest in holding meetings within the framework of CIDI in 2005;


RESOLVES:


1.
To consider holding the following sectoral meetings to be financed with resources allocated in the 2005 program-budget:



a)
XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor



b)
IV Meeting of Ministers of Education

c) Meeting in the sector of sustainable development

d) Meeting in the sector of social development

e) II Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture

f) Fourth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports

g) Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development 


2.
Authorize CEPCIDI, if necessary, to redistribute the resources allocated and approved in the program-budget for the ministerial meetings of CIDI and the meetings of the inter-American committees.


3.
Delegate to CEPCIDI the authority to convene the meetings cited and approve the relevant dates and places, and any changes to them, in accordance with the requests formulated by the pertinent sectoral authorities.


4. 
Instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to hold consultations with the sectoral areas that are meeting within the framework of CIDI, with a view to determining the meetings to be held in 2006.

CIDI/RES. 148 (IX-O/04)

nonpermanent specIalized committees
(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

CONSIDERING:


That, in accordance with Article 23.f of the Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the Council has the authority to establish nonpermanent specialized committees (CENPES) and other subsidiary bodies; and


That the functions and composition of the CENPES are defined in Articles 13 to 16 of the Statutes of CIDI,

RESOLVES:

1. To establish, for the 2004 evaluation exercise, the eight nonpermanent specialized committees (CENPES) corresponding to the priority areas of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, which shall be constituted according to the attached list.

2. To instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to convene the CENPES at an appropriate time.

· CENPE of Education

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Ana María de Donini (2003)

Carlos Alberto Ribeira de Xavier (2003)

Evelyn Hamilton

Herma Meade

José Vasquez

Soledad Bernuy Morales

Esther Brathwaite (2002, 2003)

	Coordinadora de Organismos Internacionales, Ministerio de Educación, Ciencia y Tecnología 

Asesor Especial del Ministro de Educación, Ministerio de Educación

Chief Planning Officer, Ministry of Education

Education Officer, Ministry of Education, Youth and Culture’
Planificador Nacional, Ministerio de Educación

Gerencia de Gestión, Agencia Peruana de Cooperación Internacional (APCI)

Director of Human Resource Development, Ministry of Education
	Argentina

Brasil

Guyana

Jamaica

Panamá

Perú

Saint Lucia



	ALTERNATES
	
	

	Rosa Elena Cerdas

María Pubenza Fuentes

Ana Patricia Mejía Lagos

Teresita Gónzalez


	Secretaría Nacional de Planificación y Desarrollo

Coordinadora Nacional de Cooperación y Relaciones Internacionales, Ministerio de Educación

Directora General, Consejo de Educación Primaria
	Costa Rica

Ecuador

El Salvador

Uruguay


· CENPE of Culture

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Tanya Girke

Mario Hernán Mejía

Nuria Esquivel de Barillas
	Senior Policy Advisor, Department of Canadian Heritage

Director de Planificación y Evaluación de Gestión, Secretaría de Cultura, Artes y Deportes

Directora del Museo de Ciencias y Coordinadora del INAC


	Canada

Honduras

Panamá



	ALTERNATES
	
	

	María Isaura Arauz Cornejo (2000)
	Directora Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural, Ministerio de Educación
	El Salvador




· CENPE of Economic Diversification and Integration, Trade Liberalization and Market Access

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Johanna Hill

Juan Francisco Toribio 

Robertine Chaderton
	Sub-Directora de Política Comercial, Ministerio de Economía

Asesor Económico, Secretariado Técnico de la Presidencia

CEO, Caribbean Consulting Group
	El Salvador

República Dominicana

St. Kitts &Nevis

	
	
	

	ALTERNATES
	
	

	María Eugenia Moraga (2003
)
	Jefe, Departamento de Política y Planificación, Agencia de Cooperación Internacional (AGCI)
	Chile


· CENPES of Social Development and Creation of Productive Employment 

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Janine Hutt

Arturo Vergara (2000
)

Edwin Alberto Yepez

Judy  Donaire (2002, 2003)    

Delores Wade

Ezra Jn. Baptiste (2002, 2003)

María Laura Rey Moreno (2001)
	Senior Policy Analyst Social Development, Americas Branch, Canadian International Development Agency

Jefe Depto. CTPD, Agencia de Cooperación Internacional (AGCI)

Director Ejecutivo, Instituto Ecuatoriano de Cooperación Internacional

Directora de Cooperación Externa, Secretaría de

Trabajo y Seguridad Social

Field Service Manager, Social Development Commission

Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Transformation

Coordinadora General del Programa de Integración de Asentamientos Irregulares, Oficina de Planeamiento y Presupuesto
	Canada

Chile

Ecuador

Honduras

Jamaica

Saint Lucia

Uruguay

	ALTERNATES
	
	

	María del Milagro González

Ana Hazel Escrich

Israel A. Barrera

Doris Urbina Mancilla

Rafael Ledesma
	Directora de Desarrollo Social, Dirección General Adjunta de Desarrollo Social Integral, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores

Jefe Unidad Coordinadora para Centroamérica, Ministerio de Economía y Finanzas

Gerente de Políticas y Programas, Agencia de Cooperación Internacional

Analista de Proyectos, Secretariado Técnico de la Presidencia
	Costa Rica

El Salvador

Panamá

Perú

República Dominicana




· CENPE on Scientific Development, and Exchange and Transfer of Technology

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Armando Bertranou

Julio Guidos

Linus Spencer Thomas (2002)

Alvaro Aurelio Mejía

Aurora Riva Patron

Maribel Suero Castillo (2003)

María Juliana Abella
	Director FONCYT, Secretaría de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Productiva

Gerente de Estudios y Evaluación, LAGEO, S.A.

Viceministro de Ciencia y Tecnología

Economic Advisor Consultant, Ministry of Finance

Departamento de Física, Universidad de Panamá

Directora de Cooperación Internacional del CONCYTEC

Asesora Económica, Secretariado Técnico de la Presidencia

Directora, Dirección Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología e Innovación
	Argentina

El Salvador

Grenada

Panamá

Perú

República Dominicana

Uruguay

	ALTERNATES
	
	

	Fernando Gutiérrez (2001, 2002, 2003)

Carlos Ortiz (2003)
	Ministro de Ciencia y Tecnología

Coordinador del Area de Ciencia y Tecnología, Agencia de Cooperación Internacional (AGCI)
	Costa Rica

Chile


· CENPE of Strengthening of Democratic Institutions

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Fernando Zeledón (2001, 2002)

Patricia González (2001)

Carmen Regina Flores


	Director, Programa de Postgrado Centroamericano en Ciencias Políticas, Universidad de Costa Rica

Coordinación de Instrumentos de Gestión Institucional, Agencia de Cooperación Internacional (AGCI)

Coordinadora Técnica de la Unidad de Modernización, Secretaría Técnica de la Presidencia de la República
	Costa Rica

Chile

El Salvador




· CENPE of Sustainable Development and Environment

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Ralph Osterwoldt (2003)

Bernardo Ivan Mertens (2002)

Juan Marco Alvarez

Hopeton Peterson (2000, 2001, 2002)


	Environment Specialist, Americas Branch, Canadian International Development Agency

Coordinador Proyectos Medio Ambiente y Transferencia Tecnológica, Agencia de Cooperación Internacional (AGCI

Director Ejecutivo, SalvaNATURA

Manager, Environmental and Sustainable Development, Planning Institute of Jamaica


	Canada

Chile

El Salvador

Jamaica



	ALTERNATES
	
	

	Mariano Castro Sánchez (1997, 1998, 1999, 2001)

Ana Cazzadori
	Secretario Ejecutivo del Consejo Nacional del Ambiente

Subdirectora del Departamento de Política de Inversiones, Oficina de Planeamiento y Presupuesto
	Perú

Uruguay


· CENPE of Sustainable Development of Tourism 

	NAME
	TITLE
	COUNTRY

	PRINCIPALS
	
	

	Victor Ramírez (2001)

Jaime Roberto Alvarez

Tatiana Pérez de Pierson (2002)
	Asesor del Ministro de Turismo

Director Gerente, Corporación Salvadoreña de Turismo

Directora de Cooperación Externa, Instituto Hondureño de Turismo
	Costa Rica

El Salvador

Honduras


Note: if the need arises to appoint an alternate, in addition to the technical knowledge of the candidate, consideration be given to the fact that the alternate comes from the same geographic area as the principal member who is unable to participate, whenever that is possible.

CIDI/RES. 149 (IX-O/04)

STATUS OF THE PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI), 


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES.132 (VIII-O/03) “Authorization to CEPCIDI for Adoption of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development ad referendum of CIDI”, adopted by CIDI at its Eighth Regular Meeting, April 25, 2003,

CONSIDERING: 

That the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, at its Third Regular Meeting held February 11-12, 2002, adopted resolution CIDI/CIDS/RES. 1 (III-O/02), “Support for the Summit of the Americas Sustainable Development Initiatives,” which assigned high priority to the preparation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), and

That the CEPCIDI Working Group on Sustainable Development, in charge of the follow-up of the decisions adopted at the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, presented to CEPCIDI at its meeting held in April 27, 2004, a progress report on the status of the preparation of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (CEPCIDI/doc.641),  

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress report presented by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the status of the preparation of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, 2004-2007 (CIDI/doc. 19/04).


2.
To request CEPCIDI to renew the mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group on Sustainable Development, entrusting it with the task of following-up on the decisions adopted at the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, as well as continuing the preparation of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, and that in its study take into account proposals in topics that could be included into the draft Inter-American Program.


3.
To authorize CEPCIDI to consider the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2004-07 and to approve it ad referendum of CIDI at its next meeting.


4.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, as Technical Secretariat, and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue to support the CEPCIDI Working Group on the  execution of its mandates. 

CIDI/RES. 150 (IX-O/04)

FOLLOW-UP TO THE HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

MINISTERS OF THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

CONSIDERING that during the Third Summit of the Americas, in Quebec City, Heads of State and Governments requested support from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and from the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) to hold a regional meeting among Ministers of Health and Environment, with the purpose of evaluating the progress achieved on these issues, and identifying priority areas of cooperation.

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that on March 2002, in compliance with the mandate set forth at the Third Summit of the Americas, the Ministers of Health and Environment of the Americas held a first meeting, in which they established a framework to determine, among other things, the direction that hemispheric issues related to health and environment should follow,

RECOGNIZING:


That during said meeting the Health and Environment Ministers recognized the participation of the Organization of American States (OAS) in the development of the work, and their support in the identification of issues and goals of common interest;


That the Working Group of the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas was established to carry out a process of follow-up to the initiative of the Third Summit of the Americas, to aid member States in the execution of projects designed to prevent and mitigate threats to the environment and human health in the region, and,


That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002–2005 considers sustainable development and environment as one of CIDI’s eight priority areas of action, and that it constitutes an integral part of the activities for partnership for development.

RESOLVES:

1.
To express its satisfaction for the initiatives adopted by the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas to find ways to support work in the health and environment sectors.

2.
To request the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment to continue their participation in the follow-up process of the Working Group established during the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas meeting, as a means of reinforcing partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO).

3.
To request the General Secretariat corresponding support to ensure a successful second meeting of the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas, which will be held in Argentina immediately before the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

4.
To request the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment to periodically inform CEPCIDI on the development of these activities.

CIDI/RES. 151 (IX-O/04)

STRATEGIES FOR RAISING EXTERNAL FUNDS AND EXPANDING AND STRENGTHENING OAS SCHOLARSHIP AND TRAINING PROGRAMS

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 134 (VIII-O/03), “Approval of the Manual of Procedures of the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs” and CIDI/RES. 135 (VIII-O/03), “Approval of the Statutes of the Capital Fund for the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs;”
CONSIDERING the marked increase in the number of postgraduate scholarships awarded by the Department of Scholarships and Training between 2001 and 2003, as a result of initiatives such as the OAS-placed scholarships and the corporate scholarship program, as shown in document CIDI/doc. 22/04 “Report on the implementation of strategies to mobilize external resources and expand the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs”;

BEARING IN MIND also the tenuous sustainability of such achievements, given the risks that appear to lie ahead, especially those related to the  escalating cost of higher education; and


AWARE of the need to raise additional funds from the public and private sectors of Member States and Permanent Observer States of the Organization, as well as from regional and/or international organizations, foundations, or philanthropic institutions and/or institutes of higher learning in order to co-finance graduate and postgraduate, professional development, and technical studies scholarships,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note with satisfaction of the report contained in CIDI/doc. 22/04 “Report on the implementation of strategies to mobilize external resources and expand the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs”; and to congratulate the General Secretariat and, in particular, the Department of Scholarships and Training of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development on the extraordinary expansion of educational opportunities for citizens of Member States between 2001 and 2003, which was achieved by maximizing the effectiveness of the resources assigned to the Department of  Scholarships and Training.


2.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Department of Scholarships and Training, to continue its efforts in Member States and in Permanent Observer States to intensify its contacts and joint activities with the private sector,  to further expand the consortium of universities with which it has reached educational cost-sharing agreements and to enter into associations with foundations and national or international scholarship-awarding entities with a view to co-financing the expansion of scholarship programs for undergraduate, graduate, professional development, and technical studies. 


3.
To urge Member States and Permanent Observer States to continue their resolute support of the efforts undertaken by the General Secretariat and, in particular, its Department of Scholarships and Training, to raise external funds. 

4.
To request the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, through its Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, to include, when it considers the resolution approving the program-budget of the Organization for 2005, an operative paragraph authorizing the General Secretariat to deposit in the Capital Fund for OAS Scholarships and Training Programs all the unused or de-obligated funds assigned to the Department of Scholarships and Training of the OAS.

5.
To request the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, through its Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, to consider,  when it examines the resolution approving the program-budget of the Organization for 2005, to restore appropriations for the Department of Scholarships and Training to the levels approved in the years 1999 – 2001, thereby re-establishing its capacity to continue increasing the number of scholarships it awards each year through the effective leverage of its budgetary resources in a context of rising educational costs.

6.
 To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Department of Scholarships and Training, to intensify the use of scholarship modalities and measures to reduce the per capita cost of scholarships to the Organization.  These include an increased emphasis on the OAS-placed scholarship mechanism, an increase in scholarships for distance studies, partnerships with corporations for local and overseas studies, co-financing agreements with national scholarship agencies, inter-agency scholarships, cost-sharing programs with universities, cooperation agencies and foundations of Permanent Observer countries. The Department of Scholarships and Training shall recommend such changes to the Manual of Procedures of the OAS Scholarship and Training Program that it considers necessary in order to further strengthen the Scholarship and Training Program. 

7.  Instruct the General Secretariat, through the Department of Scholarships and Training, to present an annual report to CEPCIDI on the management of its financial resources and on the results of the various strategies implemented to strengthen the Scholarship and Training Program.

CIDI/RES. 152 (IX-O/04)

REPORT OF THE XVIII INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 126 (VII-O/02), AG/RES. 1860 (XXXII-O/02) “XVII Inter-American Travel Congress,” CEPCIDI/RES. 83 (LXXXVIII-O/03) “Change in the Date of the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress,”
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the sustainable development of tourism can contribute to more equitable distribution of, and greater participation by the community in, economic growth;

That the 2002-2005 Strategic Plan for Partnership includes the sustainable development of tourism as one of its priorities and identifies as one of its strategic objectives the improvement of mechanisms for political dialogue,

CONSIDERING that the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress was held in Guatemala City, Guatemala from June 18 to 20, 2003, with the technical support of the Intersectoral Unit for Tourism and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development,

RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the final report of the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress and the decisions adopted, contained in document TURISMO/doc.15/03. 

2.
To congratulate and thank the Government of Guatemala for its work to organize and hold the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress.

3.
To transmit to the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly the “Guatemala Declaration” and the “Plan of action for the sustainable development of tourism in cooperation with the Private sector,” adopted by the authorities of the sectoral area of tourism at the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress.

4.
To express appreciation to the Governments of Peru for its generous offers to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, scheduled to be held in 2006, and to instruct CEPCIDI to convene it in due time.   

5. To suggest that the tourism sectoral authorities review the priorities in their area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development on the occasion of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, with a view to recommending any adjustments that may be necessary. 

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Intersectoral Unit for Tourism and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of  meetings in the tourism sector.

CIDI/RES. 153 (IX-O/04)

REPORT ON THE THIRD MEETING OF

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 124 (VII-O/02) “Specialized or sectoral meetings of CIDI” and CEPCIDI/RES. 84 (LXXXVII-O/03) “Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI,” 


RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide technical and logistical support to the ministers of education for follow-up and implementation of the mandates of the Second and Third Summits of the Americas, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That at the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, the ministers of education agreed to hold the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI;


That the Government of Mexico offered to sponsor the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI;


That the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education will be held at OAS headquarters on September 27 and 28, 2004, to follow up on the decisions adopted by the sectoral authorities and to prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, which is scheduled to be held in 2005, 

CONSIDERING that the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI was held August 11 to 13, 2003, in Mexico City, Mexico, with the technical support of the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development,

RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the final report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education and the decisions adopted, contained in document CIDI/RME/doc. 13/03.

2.
To congratulate and thank the Government of Mexico for the work done in organizing and holding the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI.

3.
To transmit to the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly the “Declaration from Mexico” adopted by the authorities in the education sector at the Third Meeting of Ministers.

4.
To suggest to the education sectoral authorities that they review the priorities in their area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development at their ministerial and technical meetings, with a view to recommending any adjustments that may be necessary.

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education sector.

CIDI/RES. 154 (IX-O/04)

CONVOCATION OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (CIE)

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1859 (XXXII- O/02) “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education of CIDI”,  CEPCIDI/RES.81 (LXXXVI-O/02) “Approval of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Education”, CIDI/RES. 137 (VIII-O/03) “Approval of the CEPCIDI Resolution approved ad referendum of CIDI”, CIDI/RES. 139 (VIII-O/03) “Specialized and Sectoral Meetings of CIDI,” and CEPCIDI/RES. 98 (XCIX-O/04) “Distribution of the resources allocated and approved in the 2004 program-budget for CIDI meetings,”
CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Committee on Education was established by resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 81 (LXXXVI-O/02) and held its first meeting in Mexico in August 2003, 

RESOLVES:

1. To convene the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to be held on September 27 and 28, 2004, at the OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C.

2. To suggest to the CIE that it review the priorities in its area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership at that meeting, with a view to recommending any adjustments that may be necessary.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to provide the technical and logistical support needed to organize the meeting.   

4. To request CEPCIDI to include a summary of steps taken to comply with this resolution in its annual report to the tenth regular meeting of CIDI. 

CIDI/RES. 155 (IX-O/04)
REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON CULTURE (CIC)

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN:


Resolutions CIDI/RES. 136 (VIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 1912 (XXXIII-O/03) “Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI and creation of the Inter-American Committee on Culture;”
Document OAS/Ser. K/XXVII REMIC-I/DEC. 1/02 “Declaration and Plan of Action of Cartagena de Indias;” 

Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 93 (XCIV-O/03) “First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC),”
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the ministers and highest government authorities responsible for cultural policies in the hemisphere decided to establish an Inter-American committee within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to allow for and facilitate an exchange of views on cultural policy and diversity issues, and further decided that the inter-American committee to be established should meet regularly under the auspices of the Organization of American States and with the support of the General Secretariat, in order to fulfill its functions as the entity for preparation of ministerial meetings and follow-up on their decisions,

CONSIDERING that on September 4 and 5, 2003, the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture was held in Mexico City, Mexico, with the technical support of the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development;

RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the final report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture and the resolutions adopted, contained in document CIDI/CIC/doc. 10/03. 

2. Endorse the Work Plan approved at the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, and recommend to the authorities of the cultural sector and the General Secretariat, that through the Unit for Social Development and Education, they see to the plan’s completion. 

3. To congratulate the Government of Mexico on the work done to organize and hold the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture.

4.
To thank the Government of Mexico for its generous offer to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, scheduled to be held in August 2004. 

5.
To suggest to the cultural sector authorities that they review the priorities in their area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development at the ministerial and technical meetings they hold, with a view to recommending any adjustments that may be necessary.

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of the meetings in the cultural sector.

CIDI/RES. 156 (IX-O/04)

CONVOCATION OF THE SECOND MEETING OF

MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF CULTURE

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN Resolutions CIDI/RES. 136 (VIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 1912 (XXXIII-O/03) “Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI and creation of the Inter-American Committee on Culture,”
Considering:

 That at the Third Summit of the Americas held in Quebec City, the heads of state and government recognized that respect and appreciation for cultural diversity contribute to social and economic development and are positive factors in promoting good governance, social cohesion, human development, and peaceful coexistence in the Hemisphere;

That at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, the Heads of State and government reaffirmed that the cultural diversity that characterizes the Hemisphere greatly enriches our societies, and that the cultural development and the social cohesion of our countries is enhanced through respect and appreciation for cultural diversity; 

That the authorities in Culture, within the framework of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, held in September 2003, reiterated the need for continued strengthening of the Inter-American Ministerial dialogue in Culture, as well as they emphasized the importance in deepening the study of the relationship between culture and development, the contribution of culture to the economy, the role played by cultural industries in the process of hemispheric integration and the creation of an Inter-American Cultural Policies Observatory;  

The offer by the Mexican Government to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI, to be held in Mexico City on August 23 and 24, 2004,

RESOLVES:

1. To convene the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI in Mexico City on August 23 and 24, 2004.

2. To welcome the offer by the Government of Mexico to hold to hold Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture in Mexico City. 

3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to provide the technical and logistical support needed to organize that meeting.

4. To request CEPCIDI to include a summary of the steps taken to comply with this resolution in its annual report to the tenth regular meeting of CIDI. 

CIDI/RES. 157 (IX-O/04)

REPORT OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS (CIP)

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN:


Resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 33 (11-01) of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, in which the Committee agreed to hold its Third Meeting in Mexico in 2003; and

Resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 49 (III-03) of the Inter-American Committee on Ports on the date and place of the Fourth Meeting of the Committee to be held in 2005;

CONSIDERING:


That the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) was held in Merida, Mexico, from September 9 to 13, 2003, with technical and administrative support from the Office of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (OCIP);

That at that meeting the CIP adopted its Plan of Action for 2004-2007, through resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 42 (III-03), which identified the objectives, priority areas, and principal activities to be carried out by the member states and by the General Secretariat, through OCIP,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note, with satisfaction, of the final report of the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, and of the resolutions adopted, which are to be found in document CIDI/CIP/doc.137/03.

2.
To endorse the Plan of Action for 2004-2007 adopted at the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports and to instruct the port authorities and those in the OCIP to see to its implementation.

3.
To congratulate the Government of Mexico for successfully organizing and hosting the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports.

4.
To thank the Government of Venezuela for its generous offer to host the Fourth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports in 2005 and the Government of Brazil for offering Brazil as an alternative site for the Meeting.

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing support, through OCIP, for CIP meetings, as well as technical assistance for the development and modernization of ports most in need of it, with a view to achieving full implementation of the Plan of Action for 2004-2007 and to comply with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas in connection with infrastructure and access to markets.

CIDI/RES. 158 (IX-O/04)

CIDI/RES. 158 (IX-O/04)
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS (CIP)

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN:


Articles 5.e and 87 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), which authorize the Committee to propose amendments to its Rules of Procedure and set out the method for adopting them; 


The report of the Chair of the Executive Board on the suggestions adopted by the Board to amend the Rules of Procedure (CIDI/CIP/doc.116/03); and 

The resolution CIDI/CIP/RES.44 (III-03) of the Inter-American Committee on Ports by which the amendments to Articles 56, 70, and 84 of the Rules of Procedure of that Inter-American Committee are recommended to the CIDI,

CONSIDERING:

That it is necessary to amend the CIP Rules of Procedure to enhance the functioning of its bodies,

RESOLVES:


1.
To approve the amendments to Articles 56, 70, and 84 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) for the following paragraphs:

Article 56

1.
The Executive Board shall comprise 15 member states elected during a regular meeting of the Committee. They shall serve for two years until the next regular meeting of the Committee.  The Executive Board may be reelected totally or partially.

Article 70

B.
Associate Members

1.
The port administration and operating entities; academic, scientific, commercial, development, financial, and industrial institutions; and other organizations related to port-sector activities that have legal standing may participate in the TAGs as associate members, with the explicit approval of the member state where the entity, institution, or organization has been incorporated or has its main office. Tacit approval may be given if, after 90 days, the member state has not expressed a decision on the request. Each member state shall notify the Chair of a TAG, in writing, of the names of the entities, institutions, or organizations it has approved for associate membership. An entity, institution, or organization that has been given tacit or express approval shall cease to be an associate member in the event that the approval is withdrawn by the corresponding member state.

Article 84

2.
The General Secretariat shall establish and administer the Special Port Program Specific Fund with contributions primarily coming from port authorities. Contributions to this Program are mandatory for member states.  The Executive Board may limit the benefits from projects and activities financed from those resources to member states that fail to contribute to the referred Program.  The Emergency Port Program Specific Fund, which was established by the Inter-American Port and Harbor Conference, shall remain in operation.


2.
To instruct the Office of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (OCIP) to distribute the updated Rules of Procedure of that Committee to the member States.

CIDI/RES. 159 (IX-O/04)

REPORT OF THE

XIII INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 121 (VII-O/02), AG/RES. RES. 1858 “Report of the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”, CEPCIDI/RES. 86 (LXXXVIII-O/03) “Convocation of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor,” CEPCIDI/RES. 91 (LXXXIX-O/03) “Change in the date and site of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor,” and CEPCIDI/RES. 94 (XCIV-O/03) “Change in the site of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor,”
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor adopted resolution TRABAJO/doc.36/01 rev.2.corr.1, Declaration and Plan of Action of Ottawa, which provided for the XIII Conference to be held in Brazil in 2003;


That the Government of Brazil offered to host the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor,

CONSIDERING:

That at the Third Summit of the Americas held in Quebec City, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor;

That the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor was held September 24 to 26, 2003 in Salvador de Bahía, Brazil, with the technical support of the Unit for Social Development and Education and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development,

RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the final report of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and the decisions adopted, contained in document TRABAJO/doc.14/03. 

2.
To congratulate and thank the Government of Brazil for its work to organize and hold the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.

3.
To transmit to the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly the “Salvador Declaration” and the “Salvador Plan of Action” adopted by the authorities of the sectoral area of labor at the XIII Inter-American Conference.

4.
To suggest that the labor sectoral authorities review the priorities in their area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development at the ministerial and technical meetings they hold, with a view to recommending any adjustments that may be necessary. 

5. 
To thank the Government of Mexico for its generous offer to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor ,October 17 and 18, 2005, and to accept that offer.


6.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of meetings in the labor sector.

CIDI/RES. 160 (IX-O/04)

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN:


Resolutions CIDI/RES. 55 (IV-O/99) and AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99), “Mechanisms for Implementing the Inter-American Dialogue on Partnership for Development,” and resolution CIDI/RES. 131 (VIII-O/03), “Inter-American Committee on Social Development”;

CONSIDERING:

That CIDI established, through its Permanent Executive Committee (CEPCIDI), the Social Development Committee (CDS), pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1424 (XXVI-O/96); 


That, through General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99), the name of the Social Development Committee was changed to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development; 


That in the Declaration of Margarita of the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, the authorities responsible for social development policies and programs encouraged the Committee to hold a meeting in 2004, and instructed the  Unit on Social Development and Education to support the work of the Inter-American Committee


That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgency of strengthening the mechanisms of the Organization of American States for fighting poverty, such as CIDI, the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, and the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination; and


That the purpose of CIDI’s Inter-American Committee on Social Development is to strengthen inter-American dialogue in support of the formulation of policies and the implementation of cooperative activities in the social area, in particular to overcome poverty and discrimination in the Hemisphere;

BEARING IN MIND:


That the Inter-American Committee on Social Development held its first meeting in Santiago, Chile, on April 5 and 6, 2004;


That during said meeting the Committee considered its Draft Rules of Procedure, contained in document  CIDI/CIDES/doc.3/04 Rev.2 ,and recommended that CIDI approve them; and


That, in the course of said meeting, the Government of El Salvador offered to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development, which was endorsed by the plenary,

RESOLVES: 
1.
To congratulate and thank the Government of Chile for its efforts in organizing and holding the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development.

2.
To adopt the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, attached hereto.

3.
To welcome the offer of the Government of El Salvador to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development, to be held in 2005.

4.
To suggest that the agenda for the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development include consideration of the a draft Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination. 

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to support, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the preparatory work for the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDES)

I.  NATURE AND PURPOSE


Article 1.
The Inter-American Committee for Social Development (hereinafter “the CIDES”) is a committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), established in accordance with Article 17 of the CIDI Statutes and Article 77 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (hereinafter “OAS” or “the Organization”).


The purpose of the CIDES is to strengthen inter-American dialogue to support policy development and cooperative action on social development matters, in particular to fight poverty and discrimination in the Hemisphere.  In addition, the CIDES will follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and agreements entered into at Meetings of Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development, will identify multilateral initiatives, and will contribute to the execution of OAS policies in the area of partnership for social development.

II.  COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS


Article 2. 
The CIDES shall be composed of representatives designated by the governments of the member states.


Article 3. 
The functions of the CIDES shall be as follows:

a. To follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the mandates of CIDI Meetings of Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development and to carry out strategic thinking to support policymaking.

b. To advise on the preparation and follow-up of CIDI Meetings of Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development, on the basis of shared information and experience in combating and overcoming poverty so that obstacles can be overcome and lines of action prioritized accordingly.

c. To propose strategies for raising and mobilizing additional resources to fund partnership programs, projects, and activities in the social development and antipoverty areas, incorporating the gender perspective and taking account of the specific conditions of excluded populations.

d. To submit recommendations to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development concerning use of the Sectoral Account for Social Development of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and on means of obtaining additional resources from other funding sources.

e. To promote increased interaction and coordination with the institutions of the Inter-American System, the United Nations System, and subregional systems and with other pertinent international bodies.

f. To promote dialogue with organized civil society.

g. To create or eliminate subcommittees, working groups, forums, or mechanisms considered necessary for the performance of its functions.

h. To prepare reports on the activities of the CIDES and present them, as required, to the CIDI Meeting of Ministers of Social Development, the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).

i. To perform such other functions as may be assigned to it by the CIDI Meeting of Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development.

III.  OFFICERS AND COORDINATION OF THE CIDES

Chair and vice chairs


Article 4.
At each regular meeting, the CIDES shall elect a chair and two vice chairs, who shall serve until the next regular meeting.  These authorities will discharge their functions for a maximum of two years.


The officers shall be elected by a majority of the member states present at the meeting, but in no case by fewer than 12 votes.  The election shall be conducted by secret ballot, unless the delegations present choose to elect their officers by acclamation.


Article 5.
The first vice chair or, in his or her absence, the second vice chair shall substitute for the chair when the chair is temporarily absent or unavailable, and shall have the same powers and responsibilities.


Article 6.
The officers elected shall be responsible for coordination of the CIDES and, accordingly, shall perform or ensure the performance of the functions assigned to the CIDES by Article 3 of these Rules of Procedure.  They shall also be responsible for carrying out such activities as may be specifically entrusted to them by the Plenary and for maintaining continuous working relations with the rest of the member states and the OAS General Secretariat (hereinafter “the General Secretariat”) to ensure that the CIDES’s various functions are carried out properly.  The chair of the CIDES shall send copies of all official correspondence to the General Secretariat.


The chair shall convene plenary meetings; propose the order of business for such meetings; open and close the plenary meetings; chair the discussions; give the floor to delegations and other agencies, observers, and special guests in the order requested; submit items of discussion to a vote and announce the results; decide on points of order; set up subcommittees or working groups as necessary; report on CIDES activities during his or her term at the next regular meeting; perform any other responsibilities entrusted to him or her by the CIDES; and, in general, comply with and enforce the provisions of these Rules of Procedure.

IV.  MEETINGS

Regular and special meetings


Article 7.
The CIDES shall hold regular meetings regularly, at least every two years, in any member country or at the headquarters of the General Secretariat, as the member states shall decide, taking into account the provisions of Article 30 of these Rules of Procedure.  To this end, the chair of the CIDES shall indicate the agreed venue and date of the meeting to the chair of CEPCIDI, who shall arrange for convocation accordingly.


The Committee shall hold special meetings when the General Assembly or CIDI so decides, or when the Committee itself so decides by a vote of two thirds of its members.  In the latter case, the Committee shall provide all the necessary financial resources, unless funding has been provided in the program-budget of the Organization, and shall inform CEPCIDI of its decision to hold a special meeting and of the agenda for that meeting.

Agenda


Article 8.
The chair and vice chairs of the CIDES, with input from the member states,  shall prepare the preliminary draft agenda for each regular meeting of the CIDES and shall submit it to the other CIDES members for consideration at least two months before the opening of the meeting concerned.  Communications will take place through the channels established by member states. Concurrently, the General Secretariat shall send a copy of the preliminary draft agenda to the permanent missions to the OAS.  Member states shall have 30 calendar days from the date of receipt of this document to send their comments to the chair of the CIDES.  On the basis of the comments received, the chair and the vice chairs shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be presented to CEPCIDI for its consideration.


The agenda of each special meeting of the CIDES shall be limited to the matter or matters for which the meeting has been convened.  The chair of the CIDES shall establish the procedures and deadlines for the preparation of special meeting agendas.

Meeting venues and dates


Article 9.
Following consideration of offers made by the member states, CIDES meetings shall be held at the venue and time agreed to at the end of the preceding meeting.  When no offer has been made to host a meeting 90 days prior to the agreed date for the meeting, or when it cannot be held at the venue chosen, the CIDES shall meet at the headquarters of the General Secretariat.  The chair shall inform the other member states of the reasons making it necessary to change the date of the meeting.

Notice of convocation


Article 10.
The General Secretariat shall transmit the notice of convocation of the meeting to the member states as soon as the country offering to host the meeting confirms to the General Secretariat the date, city, and specific venue of the meeting, as well as its ability to provide the necessary funds to hold the meeting.  The country offering to host the meeting shall provide this information to the General Secretariat at least 90 days prior to the proposed meeting date.

Meeting languages


Article 11.
The working languages for CIDES meetings shall be the four official languages of the Organization.  Official documents presented at the meetings shall be available in the Organization’s four official languages.

V.  PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS

Delegations


Article 12.
The delegations of the member states shall be composed of representatives, advisers, and other members accredited by their governments.  Each delegation shall have a principal representative or head of delegation, who may delegate his or her functions to any other member of the delegation.

Credentials


Article 13. 
The delegations of member states and permanent observers to the OAS shall be accredited by their respective governments for each regular or special meeting of the CIDES by means of a communication to the General Secretariat.

Organs and agencies of the inter-American system


Article 14.
The representatives of organs and agencies of the inter-American system may attend plenary meetings of the CIDES and it subcommittees, in consultation with the chair of the CIDES.  They may also make statements when invited to do so by the chair.

Permanent observers


Article 15.
Permanent observers to the OAS may attend meetings of the CIDES and its subcommittees and may make statements when invited to do so by the chair.

Other observers


Article 16.
Observers may also be sent to CIDES meetings by:

1. The governments of member states of the United Nations or UN specialized agencies having expressed interest in attending, subject to authorization by the CIDES chair.

2. Regional or subregional inter-American governmental entities and agencies that are not organs or agencies of the OAS, subject to authorization by the CIDES chair.

3. Specialized agencies of the United Nations and other international agencies whose participation in such capacity is provided for in current agreements with the pertinent organs of the OAS or, in the absence of such agreements, with the prior authorization of the CIDES chair.


The observers referred to in this article may make statements at meetings of the CIDES or its subcommittees when invited to do so by the chair.


The General Secretariat shall transmit the communications necessary for the purposes of this article.

Special guests


Article 17.
The chair of the CIDES, with the support of the General Secretariat, shall prepare a list of national and international governmental and nongovernmental agencies and entities expressing interest in attending CIDES meetings, as well as of individuals of recognized competence whose participation may be desired, and shall circulate it to the CIDES member states prior to submitting it to CEPCIDI for its consideration.  In any case, the consent of the host government must be obtained.


Civil society organizations may attend as special guests subject to the requirements and procedures for participation in OAS conferences set forth in the “Guidelines on Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” [CP/RES.759 (1217/99)].


The special guests referred to in this article may make statements at CIDES meetings when invited to do so by the chair of the CIDES.


Requests to attend CIDES meetings as special guests must be submitted to the chair of the CIDES, through the General Secretariat, at least 30 days before the meeting concerned.


The General Secretariat shall transmit the corresponding invitations for the purposes of this article.

OAS General Secretariat


Article 18.
The Secretary General of the OAS and the Executive Secretary for Integral Development may participate in meetings of the CIDES and its subsidiary organs.

VI.  SESSIONS


Article 19.
At the first plenary session of a regular meeting, when appropriate, the Committee shall elect its officers, in keeping with Article 4 of these Rules of Procedure.


At the first plenary session of each meeting, the agenda for the meeting shall be adopted and a deadline shall be established for the presentation of draft resolutions.


Article 20.
The plenary and subcommittee sessions of CIDES meetings shall be public, unless the participants decide otherwise.


Working group sessions shall be private, unless the participants decide otherwise.

VII.
SUBCOMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS


Article 21.
Subcommittees and working groups shall elect their own officers.  The recommendations they adopt or the conclusions they reach shall be presented to the plenary sessions of CIDES meetings in reports approved by the subcommittees or working groups concerned.  Any member of a subcommittee or working group may request that his or her position be recorded in the subcommittee’s or working group’s report.  Such reports shall be examined at plenary sessions of the CIDES and decisions adopted as appropriate.


Article 22.
All delegations have the right to membership on any CIDES subcommittees and working groups.  However, to facilitate their work, subcommittees and working groups shall be initially installed with the delegations having requested to participate in their meetings.


Article 23.
Subcommittees and working groups may continue to work during periods between CIDES meetings, with support from the General Secretariat.

VIII.  QUORUM AND THE ADOPTION OF DECISIONS

Article 24.

1. One third of the CIDES’s member states shall constitute the quorum necessary for holding a meeting.

2. Decisions shall be adopted by a majority of the member states.  Budgetary decisions under CIDES’s responsability shall be adopted by two thirds of the member states.

3. Subcommittees and working groups may meet and adopt recommendations with a quorum of one third of their member delegations.

IX.  SECRETARIAT


Article 25.
The OAS General Secretariat shall support the officers of the CIDES in the exercise of their functions and provide secretariat services to the CIDES through the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), each in its respective area of competence, with effective coordination maintained between the two.  The Unit for Social Development and Education, as Technical Secretariat of the CIDES, and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development shall provide support for the activities of the CIDES and its subcommittees and working groups.  In particular, the Unit for Social Development and Education will perform the following functions:

a. To support the CIDES officers with the draft agenda and with the preparation of technical documents to be discussed at the regular and special meetings and within the working committees.  Also to provide the CIDES with substantive documents to facilitate its activities.

b. To develop strategies for obtaining additional resources for the hemispheric working agenda defined by the CIDES.

c. To facilitate dialogue, coordination, and collaboration and to organize interagency meetings on social development issues between the CIDES and the other institutions of the inter-American system, the United Nations system, and subregional systems that are connected with social development.  Also to promote collaboration between the CIDES and the various entities of the OAS.

d. To identify opportunities for collaboration and mechanisms for dialogue and consultation with organized civil society on social development issues.

e. To contribute to the development of horizontal cooperation mechanisms and actions of horizontal cooperation, supporting and integrating social development projects in the Hemisphere and identifying needs and promoting actions in countries that require this.

f. To keep the institutional memory on the CIDES’s activities and report on them periodically to OAS member state delegations.

X.  MINUTES AND OTHER DOCUMENTS

Minutes and summary records


Article 26.
The Technical Secretariat of the CIDES shall prepare the minutes of plenary sessions, which shall be submitted to the CIDES officers for approval within no more than 30 days after each meeting.  The member states shall have 30 days to approve them, following which the Technical Secretariat shall distribute them.  The Technical Secretariat shall also prepare summary records of the sessions held by subcommittees and, upon request, of sessions held by working groups.


Article 27.
Delegations may place on record the opinions they express during subcommittee sessions and request that their statements be attached to the summary records.


No minutes shall be prepared for the CIDES’s private sessions or the private sessions of its subcommittees, but the Technical Secretariat shall record the attendance of delegations at such sessions and the decisions taken.

Final meeting documents


Article 28.
Decisions taken and official documents distributed at CIDES meetings shall be included in a final report, to be prepared by the Technical Secretariat in coordination with DPC/SEDI.  The final report shall be distributed to CIDES members in the Organization’s four official languages and, following its approval, shall be presented to CEPCIDI and to the CIDI Meeting of Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development.


Article 29.
At the headquarters of the General Secretariat, four member states, each representing one of the official languages of the OAS, with support from SEDI and the General Secretariat, shall correct any defects of form and verify consistency in the texts of decisions adopted by the CIDES.

XI.  FINANCIAL ASPECTS

Funding for meetings


Article 30.
The OAS shall contribute financially to the holding of CIDES meetings on the basis of resources allocated for this purpose in the Organization’s program-budget.  CIDES activities for which funding is not allocated in the OAS program-budget shall be funded by the CIDES itself.
/  The OAS program-budget does not provide, under any circumstances, for the funding of participation by member state delegations in meetings of the CIDES or any of its organs.


Article 31.
Resolutions convening meetings of the CIDES shall indicate the source of funding for the meeting.

Financial support for the Technical Secretariat


Article 32.
The General Secretariat shall support technical secretariat services for the CIDES with resources from the Regular Fund, in the manner approved in the Organization’s program-budget.

FEMCIDI resources


Article 33.
The CIDES may issue recommendations to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development on the best use of the FEMCIDI Sectoral Account for Social Development, to make the most of cooperation resources in pursuance of Summit mandates.

Specific funds


Article 34.
The CIDES may request that the OAS General Secretariat establish special funds, in accordance with applicable provisions,
/ to fund its activities.  These funds shall be established with contributions from member state governments, permanent observers to the OAS, other United Nations members states, as well as persons, national or international public or private entities, for the purpose of funding CIDES activities.  Interest earned on the resources in these funds shall be treated as income and shall be credited to them.


The CIDES may request that the General Secretariat establish a Summit of the Americas Specific Fund for Social Development to attend to priorities established by the Heads of State and Government, decisions of the CIDI Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development, and other CIDES initiatives, in accordance with the relevant legal provisions.


The CIDES shall seek technical and financial support from other bilateral or multilateral sources for the pursuit of its objectives.  Summit projects carried out will be able to receive and administer financial resources from other institutions.

XII.
AMENDMENT OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE


Article 35.
These Rules of Procedure may be amended by the CIDES itself, ad referendum to the CIDI Meeting of Ministers and High-level Officials in the area of Social Development.  Amendments entailing budgetary consequences for the OAS shall be presented to the appropriate OAS governing bodies for consideration and possible approval.


Article 36.
Matters of procedure not provided for in these Rules of Procedure shall be resolved by the CIDES itself.

CIDI/RES. 161 (IX-O/04)

Fourth Regular Meeting of the

inter-american commiTTEE oN science and technology and 
first meeting of MINISTErS and high Authorities oN science and technology within the framework of cidi

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on May 4, 2004)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),
HAVING SEEN:
Resolutions AG/RES. 1807 (XXXI-O/01) and CIDI/RES.14 (I-E/01), “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI” regarding the convening of the meeting originally scheduled for 2001, that was then postponed; 

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 125 (VII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1856 (XXXII-O/02), “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI,” in which member states attached priority to holding the meeting prior to the next Summit of the Americas,
BEARING IN MIND:
That the Declaration the Third Summit of the Americas, notes that ministerial meetings are making important progress in support of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas process and that this cooperation will continue to develop; and
That the science and technology area has been considered a priority throughout the Summit of the Americas process, as reaffirmed in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, 
CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) recommended that the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI be held after the Third Summit of the Americas, with a view to following up on its mandates in the area of science and technology;

That it is of the utmost importance for the Hemisphere to hold at least one ministerial meeting on science and technology prior to the next Summit of the Americas in order to advise the highest political levels of the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities on science and technology of the Americas; and

That the Government of Peru offered to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology and proposed holding it in Lima on November 11 and 12, 2004,

RESOLVES:
1. To take note with satisfaction of the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology held in Washington D.C. on April 15-16, 2004.

2. To take note of the approval by CEPCIDI of the proposed agenda for the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI.

3. To thank the Government of Peru for its generous offer to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI to take place on November 11-12, 2004.

4. [image: image2.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

To entrust the General Secretariat through the Office of Science and Technology and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue lending its support to the process of preparation and follow up for the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI, and to the process of preparation and follow up of the meetings in science and technology.
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�. “Venezuela enters a reservation with respect to the paragraph on the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) [in the Declaration of Nuevo León] because of questions of principle and profound differences regarding the concept and philosophy of the proposed model and because of the manner in which specific aspects and established timeframes are addressed. We ratify our commitment to the consolidation of a regional fair trade bloc as a basis for strengthening levels of integration. This process must consider each country’s particular cultural, social, and political characteristics; sovereignty and constitutionality; and the level and size of its economy, in order to guarantee fair treatment.” 


� Venezuela reiterates its reservation expressed in the Quebec City Declaration, with respect to the entry into force of the FTAA in 2005.


� Member of the Social Development CENPES in 2003


� Member of the Education CENPES in 2000.


	�.	Resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99), on Mechanisms for Implementing the Inter-American Dialogue on Partnership for Development, in op. par. 7, instructs the Permanent Council and CIDI to implement the mechanisms referred to in this resolution, within the resources available in the program-budget of the Organization, following the guidelines set forth below:


	a.	The annual contribution from the program-budget of the OAS for the ministerial meetings and the meetings of the inter-American committees shall alternate among sectors.  In the year in which the Organization does not allocate resources to a specific sector, the authorities of that sector shall procure external sources of funding or use their own resources.


		


Resolution CIDI/RES. 60 (IV-O/99), adopting Model Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committees of CIDI, recommended to the General Assembly, in order to maintain necessary continuity in the work of the inter-American committees, that the program-budget of the Organization include resources for one regular meeting of each committee every two years, and that funding alternate among the various sectors. Thus, any inter-American committee activity not covered in the program-budget of the Organization in a given year will have to be funded by the committee itself.


	�.	Article 73 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat.
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