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I. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new committee–the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)–has been charged with coordinating the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas and coordinating civil society participation in OAS activities.


This report covers the activities carried out by the CISC in the period 2003-2004 in pursuance of the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas, the General Assembly of the Organization, tasks assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  It also reflects a number of specific activities designed by the Committee members for the purpose of carrying out those mandates.

II. OFFICERS

The Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, assumed the chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in time for Argentina to assume the chairmanship for the Summits Process.  Argentina is hosting the IV Summit of the Americas.


After the Committee was installed, on a motion by the delegation of Uruguay, seconded by the delegation of Panama, Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, was elected Vice Chair.

III. SPECIFIC MANDATES

At its meeting on July 16, 2003
/ the Permanent Council assigned to CISC the following General Assembly resolutions for consideration and appropriate action:  AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03)  “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”, and AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03) “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” (operative paragraphs 2 and 3). 


Among the tasks dealt with by the Committee are the mandates under Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 846 (1371/03) “Convening of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02).”


In fulfillment of these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan which was approved by the Committee at its meeting on October 17, 2003.
/
IV. ACTIVITIES ACCOMPLISHED

The CISC held seven (7) meetings in the period covered by this report.  At these meetings, the Committee considered civil society participation in OAS activities, follow-up to the Summits of the Americas, preparation of a draft on democratic governance and follow-up of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level.

A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities” the Committee considered and approved, during this period, 29 requests from civil society organizations to be included in the register of OAS civil society organizations.  Twenty-seven of these requests were approved by the Permanent Council and two are under review, since they were questioned in the first instance by one of the delegations.

In this respect, during the CISC meetings, the Chair stressed how important it was that the criteria on which the review of these applications are based adhere strictly to the objective parameters established in the Organization’s regulations, especially those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03).

During this period, the number of organizations registered rose by approximately 40%, which reflects the interest of civil society in being connected to the OAS.  It also fulfills the member states’ mandate of increasing civil society participation in OAS activities.
/
At the April 15, 2004 meeting, the Secretariat for the Summits Process presented to the Committee for consideration the document entitled “Review of the Rules of Procedure for Civil Society Participation with the Organization of American States” [operative paragraph 1.1.c of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)]
/, prepared pursuant to the aforementioned resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03). 

Article 1.1c of this latter resolution instructs the General Secretariat to prepare, in a single document, and give broad distribution to all current provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the specialized conferences, and other organs and agencies that permit participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities.  Such information would also be publicized through the directors of the organs and agencies, in particular, the national offices of the General Secretariat in the member states, the OAS agencies and entities, and the technical secretariats of committees and working groups of the OAS Permanent Council.

Finally, at the April 26 meeting, CISC considered and approved the draft resolution “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” presented by the delegations of Argentina and Canada (CP/CISC-108/04), which is included as Appendix II.


Also, pursuant to operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which recommends to the Permanent Council that it set up a specific fund of voluntary contributions to finance participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution entitled “Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in the Summits of the Americas Process”.  This draft resolution was submitted for the Permanent Council’s consideration at its meeting on April 27, 2004 and was approved as CP/RES. 864 (1413/04).


Likewise, the dialogue between civil society representatives and heads of delegation during the General Assembly was for the first time included in the official preparations for the General Assembly, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), specifically in the official calendar.  The General Secretariat, with the support of the Secretariat for the Summit Process, has maintained an ongoing dialogue with the Government of Ecuador, which will host the upcoming session of the General Assembly, in order to prepare for and promote this dialogue, at which the main topic will be the same as for the General Assembly.


In this regard, the Government of Ecuador, through the Committee on Civil Society Management, consisting of the Latin American Corporation for Development, the ESQUEL Foundation, FLACSO-Ecuador and Auditoria Democrática Andina, in conjunction with the Secretariat for the Summits Process, held the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum in Quito from April 26-27.  Participating in that Forum were close to 100 organizations from the Hemisphere and 200 Ecuadorian organizations in 11 working groups.  These organizations made recommendations on items on the agenda for the thirty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.  The recommendations emanating from this Forum were presented in due course to CISC and to the Permanent Council of the OAS. 

B. Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas process

The following activities were carried out pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”:

· Presentation to the CISC of the oral report on the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), presented by the Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE)
· Presentation by the Secretariat for the Summit Process on use of the Web page (www.cumbresdelasamericas.org)

· Preparation of the annual report on activities conducted in fulfillment of the Summit mandates.  That report was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process and incorporates the contributions of other OAS organs, agencies, and entities.  It was presented to the Special Summit of the Americas in the publication, “Advancing in the Americas, Progress and Challenges.”
/
· The Secretariat for the Summit Process teamed up with the Government of Mexico to organize a regional forum with civil society to promote the latter’s participation in preparations for the Special Summit of the Americas, which was held in Monterrey, Mexico, in January 2004.  For its part, the forum was held in Mexico City in November 2003 with the participation of representatives of 98 NGOs of the Americas.

· The pertinent technical units presented reports to the CISC on the following ministerial meetings associated with the Summits process.  Those reports may be found in the Appendix hereto.
/
· Meeting of Ministers of Education, Mexico, August 2003

· Meeting of Ministers of Health, Washington, D.C., September 2003

· Meeting of Ministers of Labor, Brazil, September 2003

· Special Conference on Security, Mexico, October 2003

· Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture and Rural Life, Panama, November 2003

· Meeting of Ministers of Trade, Miami, November 2003

Moreover, the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, provided to the five meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group and its Executive Council held in preparation for the Special Summit of the Americas, during which the Declaration of Nuevo León was negotiated.

Lastly, at its meeting of May 7, 2004, the CISC considered and approved the draft resolutions “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-111/04 rev. 1) and, on the initiative of the delegation of Mexico, “Follow-up to the Special Summit of the Americas” (CP/CISC-115/04).  These resolutions have been attached to this report as Appendixes III and IV, respectively.

C. Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas


Pursuant to the mandates issued in operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” the CISC was instructed to work on drawing up a proposed “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas.”

As a first step, at its meeting of December 15, 2003, the Committee, as instructed by the Permanent Council, received the Report of the Rapporteur of the Meeting of Experts on Strengthening Democratic Governance, organized by the UPD and held on November 12 and 13, 2003.
/  The Committee forwarded the recommendations it deemed appropriate to the Special Summit of the Americas.
/
On the basis of the decisions of the Heads of State and Government at the Special Summit of the Americas, and with support from the UPD, the Committee began its work on February 3, 2004, to prepare a proposed Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, for presentation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.

Once it had received suggestions and recommendations from countries on the sources and contents of the Program, the Committee began its process of discussion of the topic, using as a basis the document “Preparation of a Proposed ‘Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas’ [Operative paragraph 3 of AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03)].  Inputs for Preparation of the Program.
/
Subsequently, with support from the UPD and the USDE, the document “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” in which general program guidelines are set forth, was prepared.  It was discussed at various CISC meetings and its final version was approved at the meeting of April 26, 2004, for submission to the Permanent Council together with the corresponding draft resolution.
/
D. Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Governance, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere (Mexico City, September 24 to 26, 2003)

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03) and the Committee’s Work Plan, the Committee followed up on the implementation of resolution CP/RES. 846 (1371/03), “Convocation of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere.”


At its meeting of October 17, 2003, the Committee considered an oral report presented by the Executive Coordinator of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) on the results of RIAD II, held in Mexico City from September 24 to 26, 2004.


The UPD report drew attention to the background and the mandates of the ministerial meeting, as well as to its procedures and results, in particular the adoption of the Plan of Action of Mexico City on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Civil Society Participation.  That UPD oral report was subsequently published in document CP/CISC-78/03 and the Plan of Action of Mexico City, in document REDMU-II/doc.7/03 rev. 1.


Likewise, on the initiative of the delegation of Mexico, on April 26, 2004, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution “Plan of Action of Mexico City on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Civil Society Participation” (CP/CISC-114/04), to be submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration as Appendix V of this report.
V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


The Committee’s work with civil society organizations resulted in the addition of 27 new CSOs to the OAS register, which brings the total number registered with the OAS to 93. 


Moreover, the Committee is heartened to see that the informal dialogue between civil society representatives and the heads of delegation is now a regular activity on the schedule for regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly.


With regard to its efforts to follow up on the Summits of the Americas process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, has focused its activities on fulfilling the mandates issued by the Summits of the Americas.


In the context of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), various activities took place in preparation for the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Mexico, on January 12 and 13, 2004.  The General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, provided support for five preparatory meetings of the SIRG and its Executive Council.  This work included the follow-up and promotion of mandates among diverse social sectors, including civil society, the private sector, youths, and the academic sector.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States has been proactive in following up on and implementing the initiatives of the Summits of the Americas and in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities.


By the same token, the Commission deems it essential for the Secretary General to continue to provide the necessary support for the work involved in coordinating and promoting civil society participation in OAS activities and in following up on and implementing the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.  This work includes methodological and technical support for developing indicators, monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, and the implementation of mandates, in addition to efforts to ensure ties between these mandates and the ministerial meetings and Summit-related sectors.


The Committee expresses its thanks to the General Secretariat, in particular the Secretariat for the Summit Process, the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, the Unit for Social Development and Education, and the Permanent Council Secretariat, for its support during this period.


This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and are presented to the Permanent Council for consideration and possible submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.


Rodolfo Hugo Gil


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina


Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and

Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

APPENDIX I

LIST OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

REGISTERESD WITH THE OAS

(April 2004)

1.
Aldeias Infantis SOS

2.
Alianza de Mesas Redondas Panamericanas
3.
Alternatives, Réseau d’action et de Communication pour le Développement International Inc.

4.
Amazon Alliance

5.
American Indian Law Alliance

6.
America's Development Foundation

7.
Amnesty International

8.
Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia

9.
Asociación Conciencia

10.
Asociación Industrial Latinoamericana

11.
Asociación Panameña de Ejecutivos de Empresa
12.
Asociación para la Prevención de la Tortura

13.
B'nai B'rith International
14.
Canadian Foundation for the Americas -FOCAL

15.
Casa Alianza / Covenant House Latin America

16.
Casa da Cultura da Mulher Negra

17.
Center for International Environmental Law
18.
Center for Justice and International Law

19.
Centre D'études Interaméricaines / Université Laval
20.
Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions

21.
Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez, A.C.

22.
Centro de Derechos Humanos y Medio Ambiente
23.
Centro de Información y Educación para la Prevención del Abuso de Drogas

24.
Centro Feminista de Información y Acción

25.
Centro para la Participación y el Desarrollo Humano Sostenible

26.
CIVITAS International

27.
Comisión Derechos Humanos en Centroamerica

28.
Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos A.C.

29.
Comité de América Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos de la Mujer

30.
Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales

31.
Confederación de Organizaciones Turísticas de la América Latina
32.
Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos – Perú

33.
Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Económicas y Sociales

34.
Corporación Colectivo de Abogados "José Alvear Restrepo"

35.
Corporación Participa

36.
Cultural Survival Inc.

37.
EDEX, Centro de Recursos Comunitarios

38.
EDUCREDITO A.C/ Asociación Civil Crédito Educacional

39.
Environmental Law Institute
40.
Federación Interamericana de Abogados

41.
Federación Latinoamericana de Bancos

42.
Federación Panamericana de Consultores

43.
Federation Internationale des Corps et Associations Consulares

44.
Foro de Mujeres del Mercosur

45.
Fundación Arias para la Paz y el Progreso Humano

46.
Fundación Centro Internacional de Investigación Jurídica

47.
Fundación Cooperación al Desarrollo y Promoción de Actividades Asistenciales

48.
Fundación Huancavilca

49.
Fundación Leer

50.
Fundación Manantiales

51.
Fundación Poder Ciudadano

52.
Fundación Promotora de la Vivienda

53.
Futuro Latinoamericano - Fundación Internacional para la Promoción del Desarrollo

54.
GELEDES Instituto da Mulher Negra

55.
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

56.
Hemispheric Secretariat for Education / Secretaría Continental sobre Educación

57.
Human Rights Internet

58.
Human Rights Watch

59.
Indian Law Resource Center

60.
Instituto de Género, Derecho y Desarrollo

61.
Inter-American Dialogue

62.
Inter-American Economic Council

63.
International Center for Missing & Exploited Children's

64.
International Foundation for Election Systems

65.
International Human Rights Law Group

66.
International Ministries

67.
International Planned Parenthood Federation, Western Hemisphere Region Inc.

68.
National Coalition on Caribbean Affairs
69.
National Congress of American Indians

70.
National Council of Women of Canada

71.
Native American Rights Fund

72.
Organization of Africans in the Americas

73.
Participación Ciudadana

74.
Partners of the Americas

75.
Penal Reform International

76.
Pequeña Casa de Nazareth
77.
Red Iberoamericana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales que Trabajan en Drogodependencia

78.
Red Interamericana para la Democracia

79.
Servicio Internacional para los Derechos Humanos or International Service for Human Rights

80.
Sin Fronteras I.A.P.

81.
The American Jewish Committee

82.
The Carter Center
83.
The Dante B. Fascell North-South Center

84.
The Esquel Group Foundation

85.
The Mentor Foundation

86.
Transparencia Internacional – TILAC

87.
Transparency International – USA

88.
Tulane Institute for Environmental Law and Policy

89.
Unión Iberoamericana de Municipalistas

90.
Universidad de los Andes

91.
Visión Mundial Internacional

92.
Washington Office on Latin America

93.
Women Waging Peace
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IN OAS ACTIVITIES

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting held on April 26, 2004)

This document is being distributed to the permanent mission and

Will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
Draft resolution

INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting held on April 26, 2004)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (XXXXX) on inter-American summits management and civil society participation in OAS activities;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), "Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities";

BEARING IN MIND the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00);

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council on March 26, 2003 by way of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and subsequently endorsed by way of resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);

BEARING IN MIND that the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas states that, among other initiatives, governments will develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system;


CONSIDERING that the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas on January 13, 2004, in Monterrey, Mexico, recognizes the role of civil society and its contribution to sound public administration and reaffirms the importance of continuing to forge new partnerships that will enable constructive ties to be built between governments, nongovernmental organizations, international organizations, and the diverse sectors of civil society to work in favor of development and democracy;

CONSIDERING ALSO that Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “It is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;  


BEARING IN MIND ALSO that the Declaration of Nuevo León encourages the participation of civil society in the Summits of the Americas process and proposes institutionalizing meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the establishment of the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process, by way of resolution CP/RES. (xxX), to support participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the Informal Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation of the OAS Members States, the Secretary General of the Organization, and civil society organizations representatives, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly, before the inaugural session, as a regular activity, as indicated in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), "Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities"; 


EMPHASIZING the importance of document CP/CISC-106/04, “Review of the Rules of Procedure for Civil Society Participation with the Organization of American States";

RECOGNIZING that it is important for civil society organizations to play a role in strengthening democracy in all member states and to make a significant contribution to the activities of the OAS and of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system; and

RECOGNIZING ALSO that civil society participation in OAS activities should be carried out in a context of close collaboration between the political and institutional bodies of the Organization,

RESOLVES:


1.
To reaffirm the commitment of the Member States of the Organization to continue strengthening mechanisms for civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process and in the activities of the OAS, as well as the willingness of the Organization to implement concrete actions designed to achieve the effective participation of civil society in the process of the Summits and the OAS.

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to continue to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council on March 26, 2003 [CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)] and endorsed by way of resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), "Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities."

3.
To urge Member States to report on existing procedures and regulations at the national level regarding consultations with civil society on the formulation of government policies and decision making, to allow for an exchange of experience and best practices among the Member States.

4. To continue to actively support the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities.


5.
To request the Committee for Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, with the active participation of the Secretariat for the Summits Process, to prepare a report on the results achieved to date with respect to civil society participation in the Summits process and in the activities of the OAS, incorporating the views  of registered organizations with respect to access to information, transparency of the mechanisms for participation, and modalities for participation.  

6.
To invite all member states, the permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 73 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and other rules and regulations of the Organization, to contribute to the specific voluntary fund, “Fund for Civil Society Participation,” to support participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations.
7.
To continue to urge member states to:

a. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations; and

b. Continue their efforts to open broader windows of participation in OAS activities to civil society organizations.

8.
To recognize the efforts of the host country to work with the General Secretariat and civil society organizations in order to facilitate and help organize civil society participation at the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with the provisions established in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and encourage future hosts to continue and build on these traditions.


9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy, if possible through the use of information and communication technologies.

10.
To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities referred to in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

11. To request the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2004)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.    ) on the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities in 2003-2004;


BEARING IN MIND the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994); the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996); the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998); the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001); and the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004);


BEARING IN MIND ALSO the decision of the member states to hold the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Argentina in 2005;


RECALLING that, in resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management, open to all member states, to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate OAS preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;


RECALLING ALSO that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, which then became the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the mandates arising from the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and, in particular, those contained in the section “Follow Up to the Plan of Action,” which also contains an acknowledgment of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating OAS activities in this regard and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to the Summits of the Americas process, and the establishment, in Executive Order 02-3, of the Secretariat for the Summit Process;


RECALLING that the Declaration of Quebec City recognizes the significant results of the ministerial meetings held in support of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas as well as the importance of the contribution made by civil society to the Summits process;


RECOGNIZING that the CISC has served as a framework for civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process;


RECOGNIZING ALSO the work of the Joint Summit Working Group, comprising the Organization of American States (OAS), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), and the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI);


BEARING IN MIND the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, on January 12 and 13, 2004, and the adoption and signature of the Declaration of Nuevo León;


RECALLING that the Summits process encourages full participation by civil society and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertake to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors
; and


RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the previous Plans of Action, as well as the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the pivotal role of the inter-American system, and especially of the OAS, in this matter,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge the member states to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.


2.
To renew the mandate issued to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas.


3.
To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.


4.
To request the General Secretariat to continue to serve, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León; to support the follow-up and dissemination of mandates as well as the preparation and technical coordination of future summits; and to offer to help member states implement the mandates assigned in the Plans of Action.


5.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate civil society participation in topics assigned to the OAS by the Summits of the Americas process as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.


6.
To request that the General Secretariat, by way of the Joint Summit Working Group chaired by the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process:

a. Present an annual report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) with regard to the support provided to member states in pursuing Summit mandates;

b. In its capacity as coordination mechanism, continue to promote the implementation and follow-up in all agencies of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas and of the Declaration of Nuevo León;

c. Assist in the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Argentina; and

d. Hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings.


7.
To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS.


8.
To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates and commitments emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that these actors may contribute to their implementation.


9.
To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the Secretariat for the Summit Process so that it may have the human and financial resources it needs to support the follow-up and dissemination of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Argentina.

10.
To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.


11.
To request the member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.


12.
To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund.


13.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
FOLLOW-UP TO THE SPECIAL SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
(Approved by the meeting at its meeting of May 7, 2004)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING:

That the Special Summit of the Americas was held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, on January 12 and 13, 2004;

That the Heads of State and Government adopted the Declaration of Nuevo León with the fundamental purpose of “[advancing] implementation of measures to combat poverty, to promote social development, to achieve economic growth with equity, and to strengthen governance in our democracies”;

That the Summits of the Americas process and the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted in Quebec City have established political priorities at the hemispheric level that define the inter-American agenda and are consistent with the principles and priorities of the Organization;

That in the Declaration of Nuevo León the Heads of State and Government recognized the important work of the Organization of American States and, in particular, of the Secretariat for the Summit Process in following up on the Summits of the Americas; and

That the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas recognized the function performed by the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) in coordinating OAS efforts in fulfillment of and follow-up to the commitments undertaken in the Summits of the Americas process,
RESOLVES:
1.
To reaffirm the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Nuevo León and to urge member states to implement, promote, and increase awareness of them.
2.
To invite member states to present information on the progress made by their countries in meeting the commitments set out in the Declaration of Nuevo León, to be reported on to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, and to request the Secretariat for the Summit Process to prepare a consolidated report, for presentation to the Summits process.
3.
To instruct the General Secretariat, in the context of resolutions AG/RES.    (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1752 (XXX-O/00), to:
a.
Implement, promote, and increase awareness of the commitments undertaken at the Special Summit of the Americas; and
b.
Coordinate, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, the activities and programs of its various units and offices involved in implementation of the commitments set out in the Declaration of Nuevo León.


4.
To instruct the Permanent Council to coordinate, with the support of the Secretariat for the Summit Process and in the context of resolutions AG/RES.     (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1752 (XXX-O/00), with the other OAS bodies and the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group in following up on the commitments established in the Declaration of Nuevo León and present a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its next regular session.
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PLAN OF ACTION OF MEXICO CITY ON DECENTRALIZATION AND ON STRENGTHENING REGIONAL AND MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATIONS 

AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 26, 2004)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03), “Support for and Follow up to the Summit of the Americas Process” (CP/doc. XXX);

REAFFIRMING its firm intent to pursue the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas in Santiago, Chile (1998) and Quebec City (2001) on strengthening municipal and regional administrations and promoting citizen participation in government policies;
BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society,” issued in June 2002 as a result of the first meeting of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD); 

EMPHASIZING the recognition in the Declaration of La Paz that “decentralization, support for local governments, training, and citizen participation are genuine instruments for carrying out many of the Summit mandates, such as those on state modernization, the struggle against poverty, productive development, strengthening of democracy, citizen security, education, health, citizen inclusion and participation, infrastructure, disaster management, the fight against corruption, environmental management and access to technology”;

REAFFIRMING ALSO the commitment of member states to consolidating the RIAD; and

RECOGNIZING the work of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS General Secretariat, as Technical Secretariat of the RIAD and the OAS, in promoting and consolidating democratic governance in the Hemisphere, as well as the role of civil society and of local government organizations in following up on and strengthening those efforts, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To welcome the holding in Mexico City, from September 24 to 26, 2003, of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), as well as the results of that hemispheric meeting.   

2.
To express its firm support for the objectives established by the ministers and high-level authorities through the Plan of Action of Mexico City on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Civil Society Participation.
3.
To promote the implementation of this Plan of Action, considering each country’s national context and phase of decentralization, by way of the following strategic guidelines:

a.
Conduct of practical and concrete activities consolidating the link between RIAD members, including: a strategic plan for consideration by the RIAD at its third meeting, the RIAD Internet page for a fluid and periodic exchange of information on decentralization skills and experience, and one or more meetings (either subregional or on specific topics) for technical follow-up on the biennial meeting of ministers and local authorities, among others; 
b. Establishment of basic parameters and frames of reference to facilitate comparison of experience, systematic organization of results, and orientation of decentralization policies through the RIAD;

c. Development and improvement of methodologies and strategies for raising the quality of decentralization processes in each country, in areas such as decentralization policies with a long-range focus, coordinated and cooperative intergovernmental relations, fiscal and financial improvements at the various levels of government, stronger public involvement in the design and execution of government policies, use of national methods to address the challenges of decentralization, and support in strengthening national and regional associations of local governments, among others.

4. To note with satisfaction the objective of forming a Technical and Financial Support Group for international cooperation, coordinated by the OAS Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat to the Network, to ensure the necessary resources for implementation of the Plan of Action of Mexico City and to identify activities, experiences, needs, and the possible contributions of members to the fulfillment of RIAD objectives.
5. To instruct the chair and vice chair pro tempore of the RIAD, with support from its four assistant vice chairs, and from the OAS Unit for the Promotion of Democracy in its capacity as Technical Secretariat, to follow up on activities under, and the fulfillment of, the Plan of Action of Mexico City, by preparing periodic progress reports to the member countries of the Network and the OAS, including the Secretariat for the Summit Process.

6. To express its appreciation to the Government of Mexico for organizing the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation, and for the efforts made by the said meeting in the areas of decentralization, regional and local governance, and civil society participation.

7. To thank also the Government of Brazil for its offer to host the third meeting of this hemispheric mechanism, to be held in the second half of 2005, and to request the valuable support of the General Secretariat in organizing this meeting.

8. To instruct the Permanent Council to convene that meeting.


9.
To request the Secretary General to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.
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