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NOTE FROM THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN REMITTING 
THREE DRAFT RESOLUTIONS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE MANDATE OF THE 
SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS OR OF THE HIGHEST-RANKING AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN THE MEMBER STATES

This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

No.05-082/04

May 6, 2004

Distinguished Chairman:

I have the honor of addressing Your Excellency in order to convey, attached hereto, three draft resolutions for submission for consideration by the General Assembly (item 27.g on the preliminary draft agenda).  When we submitted the CIM’s Annual Report to the General Assembly in March, we specifically stated that we would be following the mandates of the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II), held in Washington, D.C., on April 21-23, 2004, with respect to the draft resolutions to be placed before the thirty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly. 

In consideration thereof, I respectfully request that Your Excellency channel the attached draft resolutions accordingly.
Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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Carmen Lomellin


Executive Secretary

His Excellency 

Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas

Permanent Representative of Mexico

Chairman of the Permanent Council 

  of the Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING OF THE CIM
(Sponsored by the Governments of El Salvador and Mexico)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that the Summits of the Americas process begun in 1992 has recognized the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the most important hemispheric forum for promoting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality and has given new mandates to this organ, encouraging it to continue its progress in promotion those rights, especially in the area of violence, in order to fulfill the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará;
FURTHER RECALLING that in 1994 the CIM Assembly of Delegates adopted the Strategic Plan of Action of the Inter-American Commission of Women, which concentrates on ten areas of priority interest, concerning the advancement of women in the political, legal, social, and economic spheres to improve their standard of living;

CONSIDERING resolution AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), which convened the First Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and approved the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, subsequently adopted by the OAS General Assembly, as well as resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), which instructed the CIM to serve “as the organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program and the actions taken to implement it”; 

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Program directs the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by allocating it the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the first meeting of Ministers adopted resolution CIM/MINIS/RES.3 (I-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas,” which calls for “holding of ministerial meetings on women every four years, with the support of the CIM Assembly of Delegates, in order to contribute to the preparation and follow-up of the plans of action that might be adopted at the Summits of the Americas, bearing in mind the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality;”

NOTING that the twenty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) adopted the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women,” giving rise to important hemisphere-wide initiatives for dissemination and continued implementation of this vital legal instrument;
CONSIDERING that resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará” urges the member states to ratify this Convention and entrusts the CIM to begin the process of consultation with member states party and those not party to the Convention and with other organs, agencies, and entities, to make recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow up on its implementation;

CONSIDERING ALSO that resolution CIM/RES. 225 (XXI-O/02), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children” resolves “To establish a focal point in the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM to assist the efforts, information sharing, and activities of the member states…”;

OBSERVING that resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1586 (XXVIII-O/98), and AG/RES. 1732 (XXVII-O/00), instruct the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM so it will be better equipped to perform its essential activities; 

EMPHASIZING that in the Plan of Action adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government pledged to support an adequate level of resources to the CIM to fulfill its role as the primary hemispheric forum to generate policies for promoting women’s human rights, and especially, gender equity and equality, and to strengthen the CIM’s role as technical advisor for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality, and recognize its importance in the follow-up of the pertinent Summit recommendations; and

OBSERVING that there has been a notable increase in the mandates given to the CIM, emanating from the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action, the Convention of Belém do Pará and its follow-up, the Inter-American Program, and the projects on violence and trafficking in persons, which is not consistent with the dramatically diminished human and financial resources allocated during the past eight years;

RESOLVES:
1. To urge the Secretary General to provide CIM with sufficient human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to comply with its mandates.
2. To urge the Secretary General to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities that are presented to external donors for funding. 

3. To invite the member states, the permanent observers to the OAS, and individuals and public and private, national or international organizations that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

4. To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill its mandates.

DRAFT RESOLUTION
INTEGRATING A GENDER PERSPECTIVE IN

THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS

(Sponsored by the Governments of Canada, El Salvador, and Mexico)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Summits of the Americas have progressively acknowledged the need to strengthen the role of women in all aspects of political, social, and economic life, with its most manifest expression being that of the Quebec 2001 Plan of Action which solidified the member states’ commitment to the promotion of women's human rights and gender equality as, "central to the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, people-centered sustainable development, consolidation of democracy and conflict resolution and the development of equal partnerships between women and men …";

CONSIDERING that the 2004 Declaration of Nuevo León, resulting from the Special Summit held to address the current economic, social, and political challenges in the region, not only reiterated its dedication to gender equality and all previous Summit mandates on the aforementioned issue, but also acknowledged, as essential to social development, the challenge and importance of undertaking, "coordinated and integrated economic and social policies … for success in combating inequality of opportunity and marginalization…;"


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that both the Second and Third Summit of the Americas refer specifically to the need to strengthen national machineries and other government bodies responsible for the advancement of gender equality and for the promotion and protection of the human rights of women and provide them with the necessary human and financial resources so that gender is integrated into all policies, projects, and programs;


RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), as the Hemisphere’s primary policy-making body on women's human rights and gender equality, has publicly highlighted gender disparities across social, economic, and political realms;


RECALLING the resolutions approved by the First Meeting of Ministers:  CIM/MINIS/RES.1 (I-O/00), “Approval and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” and CIM/MINIS/RES.3 
(I-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas,” that both ask of the General Secretariat that it integrate a gender perspective, "…into all work, projects, and programs of the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS…";


CONSIDERING the political and strategic relevance of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, adopted by the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS, AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), and endorsed by the Heads of State at the Third Summit of the Americas; 


CONSIDERING ALSO that said Program holds amongst its fundamental purposes the need of the OAS, "to systematically integrate a gender perspective in all organs, organizations, and entities of the inter-American system" and that all policies, programs, or strategies to be created or reviewed reflect an integral commitment and adherence to women's human rights and gender equality across all levels of public and private life; 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the proposed recommendations to the respective Ministries in the three follow-up reports, SEPIA I (labor), SEPIA II (justice), and SEPIA III (education), developed by the CIM and government-appointed gender experts to implement the Inter-American Program, as well as the need to fully integrate a gender perspective as a cross-cutting issue in the agendas and outcomes of all inter-American ministerial-level meetings and in the thematic committees related to the Summit process mandates;


RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1880 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02) which call for a multidimensional focus on hemispheric security and the consequent 2003 Mexico City Declaration on Security in the Americas that, "reaffirms the importance of enhancing the participation of women in all efforts to promote peace and security…and to integrate a gender perspective in all policies, programs, and activities of all inter-American organs, agencies, entities, conferences, and processes that deal with hemispheric security";


RECALLING also the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development (2002-2005) approved by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and adopted through resolution AG/RES. 1855 (XXXII-O/02), which identifies ‘women’s empowerment, their full and equal participation to the development of our societies and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership’ as ‘central to integral development and the elimination of the broad range of inequalities’ and calls upon all programs, projects, and activities to integrate gender as a cross-cutting theme;


REAFFIRMING the importance of fostering collaborative partnerships with civil society organizations [AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02)] that can further contribute to “the activities of the OAS and the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system” through cooperative actions that continue to advance gender equality both within the Summit process and at national levels;


BUILDING UPON the great advances made in the Quebec City Plan of Action, which, while it recognized the need to continue to focus attention on women as one of a number of vulnerable groups, also recognized gender equality as a pressing social and economic issue central to the achievement of all other development goals;
RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Secretariat for the Summit Process with working in coordination with the CIM to ensure that the objectives of the Inter-American Program are included in the preparatory meetings for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, as well as all inter-American ministerial meetings to be held beforehand, in order to ensure that a gender perspective is included in the agendas, working papers, strategies, themes and outcomes, and that gender is recognized as an integral component of all proposed policies, programs, and initiatives.

2. To encourage the governments to provide greater financial support for institutions and mechanisms that promote a gender perspective and contribute to the full and equal participation of women and men in their respective countries, by providing them with the necessary human and financial resources so that gender is integrated into all policies, programs, and projects as a means of reducing poverty and social inequalities whilst advancing democracy and sustainable development. 

3.
To urge the member states to continue to support and encourage civil society participation and collaboration in all OAS activities preceding the Fourth Summit of the Americas, so that they may contribute to the development of effective, practical, and coordinated solutions to the challenges of gender equity and equality and gender mainstreaming.
4.
To request that the General Secretariat of the OAS and the CIM broadly distribute this resolution to all the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system so that it can be taken into account within all preparatory meetings of the IV Summit of the Americas and in the drafting and implementation of its Declaration and Plan of Action.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION TO PREVENT, PUNISH, AND ERADICATE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, 

“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”

(Sponsored by the Governments of El Salvador and Mexico)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING that discrimination on the basis of sex is contrary to the Charter of the OAS, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and its optional protocol, the Declaration of the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights, and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and that its elimination is integral to efforts toward eliminating violence against women;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, adopted in 1994, declared that violence against women is a violation of their human rights and that its elimination is essential for their individual and social development and their full and equal participation in all walks of life;

NOTING that to date 31 member states have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby demonstrating their absolute rejection of and concern over any act of violence against women, and reflecting their commitment to achieve the objectives of the Convention and to fulfill the obligations contracted by them;

RECALLING that in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’,” the Inter-American Commission of Women presented to the XXIX, XXXI, and XXXIII OAS General Assemblies biennial reports on progress achieved through initiatives and programs carried out in member states to combat violence against women;

EMPHASIZING that with resolutions AG/RES. 1626 (XXIX-O/99) and AG/RES. 1768 (XXXI-O/01), adopted by the OAS General Assembly upon receipt of the presentation of the CIM’s First and Second Biennial Reports on violence, the Assembly expressed its continued support for the work accomplished by the Commission and the member states in promoting the Convention and pursuing its objectives;

FURTHER RECALLING that resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará”, adopted by the XXXI CIM Assembly of Delegates, urges all member states to ratify that Convention, recommends specific measures to prevent and address all forms of violence against women and the allocation of the necessary resources to prevent, punish, and eradicate gender based violence, and requests a group of experts from the member states party and those not party to the Convention as well as representatives of civil society, to make recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention, based on the document prepared by the CIM, so that the OAS Secretary General can convene a meeting of States Parties to the Convention, inviting as well the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and those member states that are not States Parties to the Convention, in order to adopt a decision on the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that resolution AG/RES. 1942 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the XXXIII OAS General Assembly regarding presentation of the Third Biennial Report stresses the need to adopt the most appropriate and effective way to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará and requested the General Secretariat to provide the necessary support for the meeting of experts that will consider the document prepared by the CIM, pursuant to Resolution CIM/Res.224 (XXXI-O/02);

BEARING IN MIND that the Government of Mexico has offered to host the meeting of experts, which will take place July 20-21, 2004, in order to analyze the document prepared by CIM as well as other contributions, with a view to making recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará.
CONSIDERING ALSO that the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas have shown a keen interest in the issue, and especially in the implementation and follow-up of the Convention;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that resolution CIM/REMIM II/RES.6/04, approved at the Second Meeting of Ministers or Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II), held in Washington DC in April of 2004, urged all the member states that have not yet done so to ratify regional human rights instruments, especially the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Violence Against Women, Convention of Belém do Para, as a demonstration of their commitment to, respect for, promotion of, and advancement of the protection of women’s human rights; 

EMPHASIZING that a mechanism for monitoring and analyzing the manner in which these advances are being implemented, and for facilitating cooperation among states parties and with member states of the OAS, would contribute to achieving the objectives of the Convention;

RESOLVES:

1.
To commend the Inter-American Commission of Women for the work it has accomplished over more than seven decades dedicated to strengthening the rights of women, achieving gender equity and equality, and in particular its efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women.

2.
To encourage member states that have not yet done so to ratify regional human rights instruments, and in particular the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," as a demonstration of their commitment to, respect for and promotion and advancement of the protection of women's human rights.

3.
To urge the States Party, as well as the States that are not party to the Convention, to participate actively in the meeting of experts that will analyze the most appropriate manner to create a follow up mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará, to be held in Mexico City July 20-21, 2004.

4.
To urge member states to continue supporting the efforts of the Inter-American Commission of Women in the process of creating and implementing a mechanism for follow up on implementation of the Convention, and to continue working collaboratively to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women, in both the public and private spheres.
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5.
To encourage the States Party to the Convention to set the XXXII CIM Assembly of Delegates as the deadline to adopt a decision on the recommendations of the meeting of experts on the adoption of a follow-up mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará, which will be presented to the Conference of States Parties, pursuant to Resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02).

6.
To recommend that member states take concrete steps to ensure the effective enforcement of national legislation, consistent with the regional and international conventions that have been ratified to eliminate discrimination and violence against women, in particular the Convention of Belém do Pará, and that they take coordinated action to foster a culture of respect for human rights for everyone.

7.
To encourage member states to allocate more human and financial resources to national and regional budgets to assist victims of violence, and to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women.

8. To urge the Secretary General of the OAS to allocate more human, technical, and financial resources so that CIM can continue its efforts to ensure full implementation of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” and its efforts to promote the elimination of violence against women.

9.
To request the CIM Permanent Secretariat to include a special section on compliance with this resolution in the biennial report on violence that will be presented next year to the General Assembly [AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97)].
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