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In resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children in the Americas,” the General Assembly requested the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on the implementation of said resolution, including an evaluation of the implementation of the 2000-2004 Strategic Plan of the Inter-American Children’s Institute.  The same resolution requested the Permanent Council to conduct periodic follow-up of the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Institute’s Directing Council, and, finally, to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.

On July 16, 2003, as noted in document CP/doc.3763/03 rev. 1, the Permanent Council assigned consideration of the topic to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and, on March 10, 2004, it forwarded to it document CP/doc.3848/04, which contains the Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03).

At a meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on April 1, 2004, the delegations reviewed the aforementioned document and, notwithstanding their appreciation of its presentation, expressly placed on record that they had hoped to receive a comprehensive report describing all the activities promoting and protecting the human rights of children in the Americas carried out by the appropriate areas, organs, and entities of the Organization, whereas the document forwarded to the Committee only describes the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute in this field.

The delegations added that they considered it particularly important to elicit further information from the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Children of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and from the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development, if possible before the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress, which will be held in Mexico from October 27-29, 2004.

The Chair submits this report and the document received from the Inter-American Children’s Institute for consideration by the Permanent Council, with the recommendation that it report thereon through its annual report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.

Juan Manuel Castulovich

Permanent Representative of Panama

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

OEA/Ser.G
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REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03)

Introduction

Resolving paragraph 2 in Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) on the PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN THE AMERICAS, adopted by the General Assembly on 10 June, 2003, reaffirmed its support for the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, in particular its activities to assist member states in their efforts to promote the establishment of National Children’s Systems and the professional approach in the management of child-related issues.  Likewise, paragraph 5 urged the member states to ensure that the human rights of children are included on the working agendas of the specialized organizations and conferences and the organs and entities of the Organization of American States.  The Resolution also urged the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (paragraph 6) to strengthen communication and coordination with the Inter-American Children’s Institute in the area of technical cooperation, and to give special follow-up to the components related to the human rights of children in partnership-for-development activities.   
Actions taken by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) within the framework of this Resolution 
The IIN welcomed Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) and proceeded to fulfill it within the framework of its 2000-2004 Strategic Plan.  Pursuant to this Plan, adopted at the 75th Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN held in Ottawa in June 2000, the IIN had already undertaken significant activities for the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents which are deemed to be consistent with the provisions contained in Resolution AG/RES 1951 of the General Assembly and mainly result from the work developed by its Legal, Integral Promotion of Children’s Rights, and Information Programs.  This Plan was presented by the Director General at the 78th Meeting of the Directing Council held in Santiago, Chile, in June 2003. 

Consequently, the 78th Meeting of the Directing Council adopted a set of resolutions that include: CD/RES. 06 (78-R/03) Support to the Mass Promotion of the Rights of Children and Adolescents; CD/RES. 08 (78-R/03) Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Rights and Gender Equity and Equality; CD/RES. 10 (78-R/03) Children with Different Capabilities; CD/RES. 11 (78-R/03) Promotion of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies for Children and Adolescents under Conditions of Vulnerability and Social Risk, as a Form of Intervention for the Recovery of their Violated Rights; CD/RES. 12 (78-R/03) The IIN in the English-speaking Caribbean Sub-region, and CD/RES. 13 (78-R/03) Site for Action Coordination in favor of Children and Adolescents. 

In the understanding that the above resolutions are substantially consistent with Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the OAS General Assembly, the following related projects and interventions should be noted as well: 

1. CD/RES. 06 (78-R/03) Support to the Mass Promotion of the Rights of Children and Adolescents.

It includes a series of four videos on the Rights of Children and Adolescents, with a widespread regional dissemination.
Publications addressing the promotion of Children’s rights: 

a) “Boys, Girls and their Rights” (in Spanish and English, in hard copy and magnetic format).  Widely disseminated in the region and, in some cases, reproduced at national level (Mexico, Panama, and Dominican Republic).

b) “The Lying Tree” and backup reading material for parents and teachers.  Child story related to article 33 in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, aimed to protecting school children from drug abuse. 

c) “ACT OIR Radio Program” – Uruguayan pilot experience conducted by adolescents as a form of research on the right to participate. 

2. CD/RES. 08 (78-R/03) Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

Pursuant to Resolutions AG/RES 1853 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES 1883 (XXXII-O/02) of 2002 on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, as well as regarding the inclusion of the gender perspective in the IIN programs and projects, the IIN undertook a planning process for integrating the human right and the gender perspectives, the first component of which has been a 20-hour Seminar entitled “Human Rights, Gender, Childhood and Citizenship” that took place in Montevideo on May-June 2003. This Seminar was addressed to those professionals who are responsible for child and adolescent programs in Uruguay.  The reiteration of this experience is expected in other countries in 2004. 

3. CD/RES. 10 (78-R/03) Children with Different Capabilities.

The IIN has developed the following actions on this particular area: 

a) It continued conducting the Sub-regional Workshops on Public Policies for the Educational and Social Integration of Children with Different Capabilities.  The first event, for the MERCOSUR region plus Bolivia and Chile, took place in Montevideo, in November 2002, and was followed by another one in Tegucigalpa, in October 2003, addressed to Central America, Panama and the Dominican Republic.  In both cases, the participating experts issued declarations proposing a set of conclusions and recommendations with a sub-regional approach aimed to the protection and assurance of the rights of children and adolescents with disabilities. 

b) Development of the first distance course on the Integral Care of Children with Different Capabilities through the Web page, with the participation of professionals from seven member states.

c) The same training component, with a 20-hour duration, was physically developed in Argentina in August 2003.

d) The IIN is currently preparing the ceremony for the “María Eloísa Etchegoyen de Lorenzo 2004 Award”; the relevant convocation and the basis for the nomination of candidates have already been conveyed to the member states.

4. CD/RES. 11 (78-R/03) Promotion of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies for Children and Adolescents under Conditions of Vulnerability and Social Risk, as a Form of Intervention for the Recovery of their Violated Rights. 

Within the framework of this resolution, the Program for the Integral Promotion of Children’s Rights has undertaken the following actions: 

a) Follow up of the implementation of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies on Disability in Uruguay (together with the Inter-institutional Group on Children with Different Capabilities- MINCAD).  The prototype started being applied in July 2001 and has been the object of follow up activities up to date.

b) Follow up of the implementation of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies on Child Labor, Sexual Exploitation and Children In/Of the Street in Panama (together with the Ministry of Youth, Women, Children and Family - MINJUMNFA).  IIN-CIDA Project.  The prototype started being applied in April 2002 and has been the object of follow up activities up to date.

c) Follow up of the implementation of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies on Child Labor in Uruguay (together with the National Committee for the Eradication of Chile Labor – CETI). IIN-CIDA Project. The prototype started being applied in August 2001 and has been the object of follow up activities up to date.

d) Implementation of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies on Child Labor in Paraguay (together with the National Secretariat for Children and Adolescents – SNNA).  IIN-CIDA Project. (Asunción, May - August 2003).

5. CD/RES. 12 (78-R/03) The IIN in the English-speaking Caribbean Sub-region. 

The fourth phase of the Project on Child Policies for Drug Abuse Prevention in the English-speaking Caribbean started in 2004.  In this case, international activities are funded by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) through the government of Suriname.  On its part, the IIN has made two exclusive contributions: 

a) The Project’s Web page: www.cariin.org

b) The distance Course for obtaining the Certificate as Drug Prevention Educator (DPE)

As far as paragraph 6 in Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) regarding the IIN-IACD communication and coordination is concerned, and for this regional proposal, first implemented in 1998, to become sustainable, it is deemed that a closer cooperation between both OAS agencies is required.

6. CD/RES. 13 (78-R/03) Site for Action Coordination in favor of Children and Adolescents. 

Within the framework of the IIN-CIDA Project, the IIN Information Program implemented and experimentally published on-line the “Site for Action Coordination in favor of Children and Adolescents”, which up to date has shown to be a key tool for monitoring the rights of children and adolescents and for adopting national and international measures ensuring their protection

Finally, it should be specially noted that, pursuant to other resolutions adopted by both the Directing Council and the General Assembly, the IIN has implemented a series of activities for the prevention and eradication of the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 

a) Fourth Report to the Secretary General of the OAS on the Situation of Sexual Exploitation in the Americas (submitted in April 2003).
b) Distance Training Course on the Integral Care of Sexual Exploitation Victims (it started last October and is currently in progress at the IIN Web page; its completion is scheduled for December 2003). 
c) Joint publication with the “CLAVES” NGO: “The Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents in cases of Sexual Violence”. (Montevideo, October 2003).
Additionally, the Legal Program has developed significant actions, supplementary to those above mentioned, consisting of the preparation, dissemination, and training on the Prototypes of Legal Provisions related to articles s 23, 32, 33 and 34 in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

It also had a substantial participation in the adoption by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights of Advisory Opinion No. 17 regarding the Rights of Children and Adolescents. 

It also complied with Resolution AG/RES 1958 (XXXIII-O/03) on the “Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Remedy of cases of International Abduction of Children by one of their Parents” that will be submitted for the consideration of the Directing Council and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its further submission to the Permanent Council. 

The Office of the Director General of the IIN understands that the actions in progress, as well as those to be scheduled within the next Strategic Plan, will keep aiming to comply with Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the General Assembly on 10 June, 2003.


Alejandro Bonasso


DIRECTOR GENERAL

Enclose:  CD/RES. 02 (E/03)

ANNEX

CD/RES. 02 (E / 03)
FOLLOW-UP OF RESOLUTION AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 10 June 2003  


THE DIRECTING COUNCIL,


CONSIDERING:

1.
That the fourth resolving paragraph of Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) on the PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN THE AMERICAS, adopted by the General Assembly on 10 June, 2003 urges member states to take measures for including the human rights of children in the working agenda of specialized organizations and conferences, as well as bodies and entities, of the Organization of American States. 

2.
That, within the framework of its 2000-2004 Strategic Plan, the Inter-American Children’s Institute is developing a significant work for the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents through its Legal Program, its Program for the Integral Promotion of Children’s Rights and its Information Program. 

3.
That such actions follow the resolutions adopted by the 78th Meeting of the Directing Council held in Santiago, Chile, in June 2003: CD/RES. 06 (78-R/03), Support to the Mass Promotion of the Rights of Children and Adolescents; CD/RES. 08 (78-R/03), Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Rights and Gender Equity and Equality; CD/RES. 10 (78-R/03), Children with Different Capabilities; CD/RES. 11 (78-R/03), Promotion of the Prototype of Targeted Public Policies for Children and Adolescents under Conditions of Vulnerability and Social Risk as a Form of Intervention for the Recovery of their Violated Rights; CD/RES. 12 (78-R/03), the IIN in the English-speaking Caribbean Sub-region, and CD/RES. 13 (78-R/03), Site for Action Coordination in Favor of Children and Adolescents.  

4.
That these resolutions are substantially related to Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the OAS General Assembly.

5.
That the Director General’s Office of the IIN has informed the Directing Council on the progress made for complying with these resolutions. 

RESOLVES:


1.
To reiterate the commitment of the OAS member states to the promotion and protection of the human rights of children in the Americas.
2.
To urge the Office of the Director General of the Inter-American Children’s Institute to keep developing concrete measures for the prevention and eradication of child labor, sexual exploitation, and drug-addiction; the inclusion of children with different capabilities; the mass dissemination of the rights of children and adolescents; the promotion of the integration between the right approach and the gender perspective; the creation of information systems on children; the design and implementation of a site for action coordination in favor of children, and the adaptation of domestic regulatory frameworks in the states parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to other related and binding international instruments in accordance with the guidelines provided for in the 2000-2004 Strategic Plan.
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3.
To recommend the Office of the Director General of the IIN to carry out, together with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), concrete actions for strengthening communication and coordination on technical cooperation, and to contribute to a special follow-up of those components related to children’s human rights within the activities of partnership for development. 

4.
To request the Office of the IIN to inform the OAS Permanent Council on the resolution adopted by this Directing Council as well as on the measures taken regarding the follow-up of Resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03).
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