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· Terrorist Attacks in Spain
The Permanent Council observed one minute of silence in memory of the victims of the terrorist attacks perpetrated in Madrid on March 11, 2004.  The Council reiterated its solidarity with the people and government of Spain.  The Chair then read out the Declaration of the Council issued on the day of the attacks, entitled “Declaration of the Permanent Council of the OAS on the Terrorist Acts Perpetrated in Spain on March 11, 2004.”  (DEC. 26/04).
The following delegations took the floor:  Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, El Salvador, Grenada (on behalf of CARICOM), Guatemala (on behalf of GRUCA), Mexico (on behalf of ALADI), Panama, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.  The representative of the Permanent Observer Mission of Spain thanked the Council for the expressions of solidarity of the delegations.

The delegations of Bolivia, Costa Rica, and Ecuador requested that the communiqués issued by their respective governments on this subject be recorded in the minutes of this meeting. 

· Situation in Haiti: Declaration by the delegation of Venezuela
The Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, stated that “the National Government has evaluated the lamentable events that led to the violent overthrow of the constitutionally elected President of the Republic of Haiti, Jean-Bertrand Aristide and the negative repercussions that this event may have for the democracies in our continent.  Consequentially, in light of the principles and provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the Venezuelan Constitution, the Government of Venezuelan has, I repeat, taken the decision not to recognize the government – imposed by force – of Messrs Gérard Latortue and Boniface Alexandre.”


The full text of the Declaration of the delegation of Venezuela was placed on record in the minutes.

· Special meeting of the Permanent Council:  Implementation and promotion of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality [AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03)]

Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Working Group to prepare for the special meeting, presented the recommendations of the Group regarding the draft Program (CP/doc.3841/04), which was approved with the amendments proposed by the delegations.

· Special meeting on promotion of democratic culture through education [AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03)]

The Council decided that said meeting, which had originally been scheduled for March 31, would be held on April 12 and 13, 2004, in order to allow more panelists and special guests to take part. 

· Registration of civil society organizations

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CP/CISC-104/04), and approved the applications of the following civil society organizations:

· Asociación para la Prevención de la Tortura (Association for the Prevention of Torture)
· Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez, A.C.
· Panamerican Federation of Consultants (FEPAC)
· Centre de Études Interaméricains – Université Laval
· EDEX Centro de Recursos Comunitarios
· Latin American Federation of Banks (FELABAN)
· Cultural Survival
· Confederation of Latin American Tourism Organizations (COTAL)

· International Center for Legal Research Foundation
· International Center for Missing and Exploited Children

· Inter-American Dialogue
· International Planned Parenthood Federation
· Penal Reform International (PRI)
· Gender, Law and Development Institute
· The American Jewish Committee
The Permanent Council also instructed the General Secretariat to proceed to inscribe the organizations in the corresponding register.

· Annual Report of the Fund for Peace:  Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes (January 1 – December 31, 2003)

Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General, presented the Annual Report of the Fund for Peace.  Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes (CP/doc.3837/04), pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 781 (1257/00).  He focused particularly on activities related to the differendum between Belize and Guatemala and to the demarcation of certain segments of the border between El Salvador and Honduras.

The delegations of Belize, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua then expressed their support of the activities of the Fund for Peace and thanked member states and permanent observers for their financial contributions.  The Permanent Council thanked the Assistant Secretary General for presenting the report and agreed to take note of it and of the observations and comments of the delegations. 

· Naming of meeting rooms
The Permanent Council established an informal Working Group, made up of the coordinators of the regional subgroups ALADI, CARICOM, and GRUCA and the representatives of Canada and the United States, to make and submit recommendations regarding the requests contained in documents CP/doc.3841/03 and CP/doc.3828/04, including recommendations regarding general procedures in this area.  All of which shall be without prejudice to the agreements reached at the meeting of April 9, 2003.  The Group is open to all delegations and will be chaired by the Chair of the Council.
· Working Group to Prepare the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly 
Following established practice, the Permanent Council formed the Working Group to Prepare the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, comprised of the permanent representatives chairing the Council between the thirty-third and thirty-fourth regular sessions of the General Assembly:  El Salvador, Haiti, Canada, Mexico and, in addition, the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, the host country for the upcoming regular session of the General Assembly.

· Referral of reports
The Permanent Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs:

· Report of the General Secretariat on budgetary execution and transfers of funds between chapters of the Regular Fund, January 1 to December 31, 2003 (CP/doc.3832/04)

· Quarterly reports on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) (October 1 – December 31, 2003)

i. Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (CP/doc.3725/04 add. 5 corr. 1)

ii. Management Study (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 6)
iii. Renovation of the Simón Bolívar Room (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 7)

iv. Turning the formerly used for stacks of the Columbus Memorial Library into a delegates room and a multipurpose room (CP/doc.3725/04 add. 8)

v. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 9)

vi. Department of Public Information (CP/doc.3825/04 add. 10)

The Permanent Council also decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:

· The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/doc.3836/04)
· The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.3844/04)
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Report of the General Secretariat on human rights and the environment in the Americas (CP/doc.3842/04); 

· Judicial System and Racism against Persons of African Descent” (CP/doc.3845/04 corr. 1) and
· Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/04) (CP/doc.3848/04)

It was decided to send the following reports to the General Committee:

· Annual report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) (CP/doc.3839/04)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (CP/doc.3843/04);

· Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (CP/doc.3846/04)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) (CP/doc.3847/04)

· Minutes
The Council approved the minutes of the meetings held on April 23 and 30, May 7, and September 26, 2003 (CP/ACTA 1365/03, CP/ACTA 1368/03, CP/ACTA 1369/03 and CP/ACTA 1383/03)

· Condolences
The Permanent Council observed a minute of silence following the death of Dr. Carlos Julio Arosemena Monroy, former President of Ecuador, and Sir Harold Bernard St. John, former Prime Minister of Barbados.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1402/04.
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