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· OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia 

Dr. Sergio Caramagna, Chief of the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, reported on the Mission’s work in Colombia, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04).  First of all, he indicated that the Mission’s objective was to give all-encompassing support to the peace process, which made it possible to work in terms of demobilization and reintegration of groups like the FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) and the ELN (National Liberation Army).  He emphasized that the Mission’s operations were completely independent and autonomous in so far as the Government of Colombia was concerned.  The Mission’s work drew its inspiration entirely from the principles underpinning the Organization of American States, with full respect for human rights and total adherence to international humanitarian law.  Dr. Caramagna said that the Mission had met with the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and its team to establish a coordination mechanism that could be of ongoing value to the Mission and to the Commission itself.  Lastly, he said that the Mission was involved in a major effort to raise external cooperation funds.  In no case would it use or request the Organization’s regular funds.
The delegations of Argentina, The Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, and the United States, and the Secretary General of the Organization expressed thanks for the presentation of the report and underscored the importance of the Mission remaining a technical body and of continued strict observance of the principles of nonintervention and respect for human rights.  The delegations also said that they would be interested in receiving a written report on the Mission’s activities, including any agreements that might have been reached.
The delegations requested a written report that also pointed out the Mission’s financial needs. Lastly, the Council invited the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to present a report at a future meeting on its advisory services to the Mission. 
· Preparations for the special meeting of the Permanent Council with political parties [1957 (XXXIII-O/03)]
The Permanent Council considered the proposal made by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, in fulfillment of operative paragraph 7.f of resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), on holding a special meeting with the participation of political parties (CP/doc.3838/04).
Various delegations took the floor to express thanks for the proposal.  Some made observations and comments that the Secretariat would incorporate into the base document.
The Council decided to hold the meeting in question during the fourth quarter of 2004 and requested the UPD to present, in July 2004, a progress report on the status of preparations for the meeting, taking into account the comments made by delegations. 

· Complaint by the delegation of Venezuela

Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, asked for the floor under other business to “lodge a formal complaint to the effect that the Government of the United States, through the Department of State and the National Endowment for Democracy, was intervening in the internal affairs of Venezuela.”  The complete text of his statement appears in the minutes.  Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States, categorically rejected that complaint, qualifying it as irresponsible and unfounded.
· Electoral Observation Mission in El Salvador

Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, presented a preliminary oral report on the Electoral Observation Mission for the presidential elections, held on March 21, 2004.
The delegations of The Bahamas, Canada, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and the United States expressed their congratulations to the people and the Government of El Salvador.

Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, then expressed thanks for the report and for the role played by the OAS in monitoring the electoral process in El Salvador.

· General elections in Antigua and Barbuda

The Permanent Council congratulated the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda on the general elections, held on March 24, 2004.

· Updating and modernization of the Permanent Council’s information system (Web page)

The Permanent Council Secretariat made a PowerPoint presentation on this topic, describing the new benefits of the system.

· Technological infrastructure of the General Secretariat 

Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, made a presentation on the need to update the technological infrastructure in the Main Building and the Administrative Building, a matter that would be taken up by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.
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Minutes
The minutes of the meetings of May 19 and 20, June 26, and July 23, 2003, were adopted (CP/ACTA 1371/03, CP/ACTA 1373/03, and CP/ACTA 1375/03).

· Welcome

The Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Alberto Alfonso Borea Odría.

· Condolences

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and the Government of the Netherlands, through the country’s Permanent Observer Mission, on the death of Queen Juliana. 
· Remarks by the Chair


Upon completion of his term as Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, thanked the delegations and the Permanent Council Secretariat for their collaboration.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP12922E05�








�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1404/04.
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