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The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency Ambassador Patricio Zuquilanda Duque, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador, who gave a presentation on the central topic of the dialogue of heads of delegation at the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly: “Social development, democracy, and the impact of corruption.”  The Ambassador emphasized that social development and democracy-building were objectives of the inter-American system.  In that connection, he underscored corruption as a scourge on society that weakened democracy and undermined the legitimacy of governments and institutions.  He stressed that corruption must be fought and that the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was without question the most important step taken to that end at the hemispheric level.
The foreign minister also spoke on the need to adopt a code of conduct stemming from the initiative of each of the sectors involved at the national level and carried to the international level in the building of common ethical and moral values.

The Council decided to distribute the presentation by foreign minister Patricio Zuquilanda Duque as an official document of the General Assembly (AG/doc.4245/04).
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�.	The statement by His Excellency the Minister of Chile is provided in the minutes of this meeting (CP/ACTA 1409/04).
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