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/
· Mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03)

The Permanent Council continued its consideration of the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), in particular those pertaining to follow-up and development of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  The delegations of Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Grenada, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, and the United States took the floor.
Pursuant to operative paragraph 6.b of the resolution, the Council examined the activities carried out by the Organization to promote and strengthen democracy and to determine possible additional activities.  The base document was presented by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (CP/doc.3873/04).  The delegations expressed their satisfaction with the activities conducted and their appreciation for the UPD’s efforts in the various member states.

The following was decided:

1. To take note of the comments by delegations on the progress made in promoting, publicizing, and implementing the Inter-American Democratic Charter in the member states (operative paragraphs 2 and 4) and to request the Secretariat to incorporate that information into the Permanent Council report that would be transmitted to the General Assembly for information. 

2. To examine the topic concerning the exchange of views on challenges to democratic governance in the Hemisphere and the promotion of experiences and best practices so as to institutionalize dialogue as a means of promoting democratic governance in the Hemisphere (operative paragraph 5.c and d) at the meeting of May 12, when the CISC recommendations on the Program for Democratic Governance will be presented [AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03)].

3. To take note of the document “Inventory of Activities to Promote and Consolidate Representative Democracy, 2002-2003” (operative paragraph 5.b), document CP/doc.3873/04, presented by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy.

4. To assign consideration of the corresponding draft resolution to the General Committee, requesting that it take every mandate in resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03) into account and that it submit the draft resolution to the Permanent Council for consideration at its final meeting, scheduled for Friday, May 14.
· Annual Report of the Board of External Auditors

In compliance with Article 129 of the General Standards, the Chair of the Board of External Auditors, Ms. Frances García, presented the Annual Report on the examination of accounts and financial statements as of December 31, 2003 and 2002.  The Permanent Council took note of the presentation and of the comments made by delegations and referred said report to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for appropriate action.

· Supplemental budgetary appropriation to cover costs involved in the change of administration in 2004 
Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, presented the report (CP/CAAP-2695/04 rev. 1) and the corresponding draft resolution.  The Council then took note of the report and considered and adopted resolution CP/RES. 865 (1415/04), “Request for a Supplemental Budgetary Appropriation in accordance with AG/RES. 1974 (XXXIII-O/04) to Defray Expenses Related to the Change of Administration in 2004.”
· Recommendations on applications from civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities in keeping with Article 6 of the Guidelines [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)] 

The Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, presented the report, which contained recommendations on the applications of the Eugenio Mendoza Foundation and the Andean Commission of Jurists to participate in OAS Activities (CP/CISC-113/04).  The Council decided to postpone its decision on both organizations until its May 12 meeting.

· Elections in Panama
The Council expressed its congratulations to the Permanent Mission of Panama on the general elections held on Sunday, May 2, 2004.

· OAS award
The Chair announced that on April 21, 2004, the National Congress of the Republic of Ecuador had decided, as part of its commemoration of Pan American Day, to congratulate the Organization of American States and its Secretary General and to award the OAS Institutional Pavilion the “Dr. Vicente Rocafuerte Medal of Merit.” 
· Minutes
The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the meetings of July 30 and August 13, 2003 (CP/ACTA 1377/03 and CP/ACTA 1378/03), respectively.

· Referral of documents 

The Council decided to refer the Status Report on Budget Execution and Transfers between Chapters of the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2004 and Specific Funds from January 1 to March 31, 2004 (CP/doc.3879/04), to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for study.
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Likewise, it decided to refer the following documents to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for consideration:

· Report of the Secretary General in pursuance of Resolution AG/RES.  1972 (XXXIII-O/03), “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials” (CP/doc.3880/04)

· Report of the Secretary General on Implementation of Resolution AG/RES.  1967 (XXXIII-O/03), “Transparency and Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas” (CP/doc.3881/04)

· Report of the General Secretariat pursuant to Resolution AG/RES.  1970 (XXXIII-O/03), “Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean" (CP/doc.3882/04)

· Report of the General Secretariat pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 1968 (XXXIII-O/03), “Proliferation of and Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons” (CP/doc.3883/04)
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1415/04.
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