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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95) of June 9, 1995, AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96) of June 7, 1996, and AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97) of June 4, 1997;

CONSIDERING:


That, in the Plan of Action of the First Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government said that the White Helmets Initiative could facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the humanitarian rapid response capability of the international community to emergency humanitarian, social, and developmental needs, and that the countries of the Americas could pioneer the initiative through the creation of national corps of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region;


That the OAS General Secretariat and the White Helmets Committee of Argentina signed an agreement to establish the SPECIAL WHITE HELMETS FUND on March 25, 1998; 


That the Technical Cooperation Agreement ATN/SF-6470-RG, between the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the OAS General Secretariat, dated July 1, 1999, established the “White Helmets Initiative” Program, related to the aforesaid Special White Helmets Fund; 

That talks between the Inter-American Development Bank and the OAS General Secretariat to extend the aforesaid Technical Cooperation Agreement have begun once again; 

That the developments mentioned contribute to achieving the objectives referred to by member states at the International Conference on Financing for Development, held on March 21 and 22, 2002 (Monterrey Consensus), the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held from October 8 to 10, 2003 (Declaration of Margarita), and the Special Summit of the Americas, which took place on January 12 and 13, 2004 (Declaration of Nuevo León), and that, in reference to the White Helmets, this was specifically recognized by the delegations participating in the first meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES/OAS), which took place on April 5 and 6, 2004, in Chile;


RECOGNIZING the fundamental responsibility of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and that of the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) with respect to the fight against poverty and promotion of development;

RECALLING that resolutions 46/182 and 49/139 “Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations” of the United Nations General Assembly, especially the guiding principles on humanitarian assistance, as well as resolution 58/118 “Participation of volunteers, ‘White Helmets’, in activities of the United Nations in the field of humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and technical cooperation for development”;

RECOGNIZING that in the framework of the OAS/IDB WHITE HELMETS Program-Fund, 18 missions were conducted to member states affected by humanitarian crises, emergencies, or disasters, including El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and Uruguay; and


NOTING that from 1997 to 2003, the White Helmets Initiative conducted a total of 41 missions to Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, and Venezuela, within the framework of the United Nations System (Res. AGNU/A/58/118 of December 17, 2003), mutual assistance, and bilateral mechanisms;

EXPRESSES ITS SATISFACTION:


At the development of the OAS/IDB WHITE HELMETS Program-Fund, which has proved effective in providing regional humanitarian and development assistance in response to the growing magnitude and complexity of natural or man-made disasters and chronic situations of hunger and poverty, while facilitating the transition from emergency aid to rehabilitation, reconstruction, and development;


At the Agreement signed between the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD/OAS) and the Argentine White Helmets Committee on April 30, 2003, which strengthens the links between the two institutions and at the same time recognizes the operational level of the humanitarian work of the White Helmets Initiative; and at the efficient work and ongoing support of the IACD/OAS for implementation of the Program;

At the recognition granted to the White Helmets Initiative by the Consejo Agropecuario del Sur [Agricultural Council of the South] (CAS) and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, which decided at its meetings in Uruguay (October 8, 2003) and in Panama (November 10, 2003) to use it as an instrument in its struggle to control and eradicate foot-and-mouth disease, including it in its programs in coordination with the Consejo, and with activities having been initiated in MERCOSUR on this basis;


At the effective and efficient coordination achieved by the White Helmets with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), both at its meetings of authorities and in the design of projects in Paraguay, and particularly in recent humanitarian assistance provided jointly to the Republic of Haiti; and


Above all, that the White Helmets Initiative has managed to respond to appeals for humanitarian aid, rehabilitation, reconstruction, and development while at the same time preserving the apolitical, neutral, and impartial nature of humanitarian action, as demonstrated in the assistance offered in the case of the recent crises in Bolivia and Haiti,

RESOLVES:


1.
To support the continuity and growth of the OAS/IDB WHITE HELMETS Program-Fund.


2.
To invite member states to expand, if they so wish, the White Helmets Initiative by development of focal points on this theme, the mutual exchange of common experiences in crises, coordination of a network of pre-identified stand-by and trained volunteers, and preparation of assistance teams ready to respond rapidly to appeals by the states concerned in the event of humanitarian crises, emergencies, or disasters.

3.
To urge the General Secretariat to support actions to develop the White Helmets Initiative regionally, and especially action related to disseminating this experience in the region, to make it a hemispheric tool in the area of humanitarian aid, development, and poverty reduction by using the Special White Helmets Fund.

4.
To request the Argentine White Helmets Committee, inasmuch as possible, to provide technical assistance to those member countries that request it, either to replicate the system or to exchange experiences with them, with a view to improving humanitarian aid and development aid, or strengthening the volunteer corps.


5.
To encourage member states, permanent observer states, multilateral organizations, and public or private, national or international persons or entities to contribute on a voluntary basis to the Special White Helmets Fund.


6.
To additionally request the General Secretariat to follow up on and promote the action referred to in the preceding paragraphs, and to present a report on compliance with this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
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