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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that the Summits of the Americas process begun in 1992 has recognized the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the most important hemispheric forum for promoting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality and has given new mandates to this organ, encouraging it to continue its progress in promotion those rights, especially in the area of violence, in order to fulfill the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará;
FURTHER RECALLING that in 1994 the CIM Assembly of Delegates adopted the Strategic Plan of Action of the Inter-American Commission of Women, which concentrates on ten areas of priority interest, concerning the advancement of women in the political, legal, social, and economic spheres to improve their standard of living;

CONSIDERING resolution AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), which convened the First Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and approved the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, subsequently adopted by the OAS General Assembly, as well as resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), which instructed the CIM to serve “as the organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program and the actions taken to implement it”; 

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Program directs the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by allocating it the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the first meeting of Ministers adopted resolution CIM/MINIS/RES.3 (I-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas,” which calls for “holding of ministerial meetings on women every four years, with the support of the CIM Assembly of Delegates, in order to contribute to the preparation and follow-up of the plans of action that might be adopted at the Summits of the Americas, bearing in mind the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality;”

NOTING that the twenty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) adopted the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women,” giving rise to important hemisphere-wide initiatives for dissemination and continued implementation of this vital legal instrument;
CONSIDERING that resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará” urges the member states to ratify this Convention and entrusts the CIM to begin the process of consultation with member states party and those not party to the Convention and with other organs, agencies, and entities, to make recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow up on its implementation;

CONSIDERING ALSO that resolution CIM/RES. 225 (XXI-O/02), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children” resolves “To establish a focal point in the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM to assist the efforts, information sharing, and activities of the member states…”;

OBSERVING that resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1586 (XXVIII-O/98), and AG/RES. 1732 (XXVII-O/00), instruct the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM so it will be better equipped to perform its essential activities; 

EMPHASIZING that in the Plan of Action adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government pledged to support an adequate level of resources to the CIM to fulfill its role as the primary hemispheric forum to generate policies for promoting women’s human rights, and especially, gender equity and equality, and to strengthen the CIM’s role as technical advisor for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality, and recognize its importance in the follow-up of the pertinent Summit recommendations; and

OBSERVING that there has been a notable increase in the mandates given to the CIM, emanating from the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action, the Convention of Belém do Pará and its follow-up, the Inter-American Program, and the projects on violence and trafficking in persons, which is not consistent with the dramatically diminished human and financial resources allocated during the past eight years,
RESOLVES:
1. To urge the Secretary General to provide CIM with sufficient human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to comply with its mandates.
2. To urge the Secretary General to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities that are presented to external donors for funding. 

3. To invite the member states, the permanent observers to the OAS, and individuals and public and private, national or international organizations that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

4. To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill its mandates.
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